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Broad changes to 
the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice aim to 
increase transparency 


Kurdish forces: Americans among 5 foreign fighters captured in Syria 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Kurdish-led forces battling Islamic State 
militants in Syria say they captured five 
foreign fighters, including an American 
who once sought to become an English 
teacher in the jihadi group’s Iraqi capital. 

That man, reputed to be a Texan named 
Warren Christopher Clark, 34, was one 
of two alleged U.S. citizens captured in a 
counterterrorism raid near the Iraqi bor¬ 
der, where U.S.-backed forces are continu¬ 



Warren Zaid Abed 

Christopher Clark al-Hamed 


ing to battle a pocket of the terrorists, the 
Syrian Democratic Forces said in a news 
release Sunday. 

The group of jihadis had been prepar¬ 
ing to attack masses of civilians fleeing the 
area, the SDF said. Also captured were two 
Pakistani fighters and an Irish man. 

Officials with Operation Inherent Re¬ 
solve, the U.S.-led coalition against ISIS 
in Iraq and Syria, were aware of the SDF 
news release but could not confirm the in¬ 
formation it contained, a spokesman said 
via email. 


“The incident is under investigation,” said 
Army Col. Scott Rawlinson, the spokesman. 

While nearly all of the territory ISIS once 
claimed in Syria has been liberated and 
President Donald Trump has called for a 
withdrawal of Americans from the country 
in the coming months, the U.S. and its al¬ 
lies continue to battle a remaining pocket of 
fighters along the Middle Euphrates River 
Valley. 

In Iraq, where the government declared 

SEE FIGHTERS ON PAGE 5 
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Groundwater near 
Ga. military bases 
potentially toxic 



David Goldman/AP 


An Air Force military member walks to a medevac biocontainment unit aboard a C-17 military transport 
plane at Dobbins Air Force Reserve Base in Marietta, Ga. in 2015. Recent tests at air bases in Georgia 
show groundwater contamination by chemicals linked to cancer and other health issues. 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — There are fears 
that groundwater near Georgia 
military bases could remain con¬ 
taminated from a toxic firefight¬ 
ing foam used for decades by the 
U.S. Air Force. 

Recent tests at Georgia’s three 
air bases show extensive en¬ 
vironmental contamination of 
groundwater, The Atlanta Jour¬ 
nal-Constitution reported. 

Environmentalists say contam¬ 
ination from the foam exposed 
Georgia communities to chemi¬ 
cals linked to cancer and a vari¬ 
ety of other health problems. 

The Air Force has said that 
Georgia’s drinking water is safe 
for the thousands of people living 
around its installations. 

But experts and nearby resi¬ 
dents question those findings, 
saying the military’s review was 
too narrow and failed to test water 
off-base. 

“Given that there are concen¬ 
trations of these compounds on 
site, over time they’re going to 
move off of the site. That’s just 
common sense,” said Jamie De- 
Witt, an associate professor of 
pharmacology and toxicology at 
East Carolina University. “No 
contaminant obeys property 
lines.” 

Nationwide, the Air Force has 
acknowledged contaminating 
drinking water in communities 


close to its bases in more than a 
dozen other states. 

In Georgia, Dobbins Air Re¬ 
serve Base in Cobb County, Rob¬ 
ins Air Force Base in Houston 
County and Moody Air Force 
Base in Lowndes County used the 
firefighting foam in training ex¬ 
ercises and to put out fires when 
planes crashed. 

The foam also sometimes 
leaked out of its storage tanks, 
the Journal-Constitution report¬ 
ed. Thousands of gallons of foam 
soaked into the ground or washed 
into creeks and wetlands, killing 
fish and imperiling those who use 
the affected waterways for fish¬ 
ing, swimming and boating, the 
newspaper reported. 

The contamination, which is 
linked to a class of chemicals 
known collectively as per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances, or 
PFAS, was laid out in a series of 
site inspection reports completed 
by the Air Force last year. 

Those reports concluded that 
despite high levels of groundwa¬ 
ter pollution, there was no im¬ 
mediate risk to human health 
through contamination of drink¬ 
ing water. 

That claim was met with skep¬ 
ticism, particularly in rural areas 
where many people rely on wells 
for drinking and irrigation. 

“Everything in this area de¬ 
pends on groundwater,” said 
John Quarterman, the Suwannee 


Riverkeeper in Lowndes County, 
where Moody is located. 

In a statement, the Air Force 
said its response is constrained 
by a lack of regulation for PFAS 
chemicals. The two that are the 
focus of most testing are known 
as PFOS and PFOA. 

“Because PFOS/PFOA are 
unregulated and Georgia or fed¬ 
eral entities have not established 
standards for non-drinking water 
sources, we cannot expend gov¬ 
ernment resources on those water 
sources,” the Air Force said. 

Moody Air Force Base in south 
Georgia recorded the highest lev¬ 
els of groundwater contamination 
out of the three Georgia instal¬ 
lations — more than 5,000 times 
the screening level. 

The base, which started as a 
flight training facility during 
World War II, sits 14 miles north¬ 
east of Valdosta. It’s bisected by 
Beatty Branch Creek, which ulti¬ 
mately flows into the Withlacooch- 
ee River. Surface water from the 
base runs south into Grand Bay 


Swamp, a protected wildlife ref¬ 
uge and the state’s second-larg¬ 
est blackwater wetland after the 
Okefenokee Swamp, home to fish, 
alligators and migrating birds. 

Tests of Moody’s drinking wells 
showed no reportable contamina¬ 
tion. In a news release published 
last May, the base celebrated the 
fact that its drinking water had 
been deemed safe, emphasizing 
that its wells plunge down more 
than 400 feet into a protected 
aquifer. 

But local residents say their 
wells don’t go nearly as deep, and 
the Lowndes County public water 
system has not been tested for the 
chemicals. 

“I’m very concerned because 
I live practically adjacent to the 
base,” said Debra Tann. 

Tann, an educator married 
to a retired Navy veteran with 
family ties to the area, lives less 
than a mile from Moody. Her well 
goes down only 230 feet, which 
could make it more vulnerable to 
contamination. 


Tann added that her husband 
often fishes from local creeks 
and rivers that could have been 
polluted with cancer-causing 
chemicals. 

In response to questions, a 
spokesperson for the Air Force 
wrote that “since results showed 
no drinking water impacts on 
base and indicated there was not 
a pathway or proximity to off- 
base drinking water supplies, 
we did not sample outside the 
installations.” 

Site inspections of Dobbins and 
Robins also found groundwater 
contamination and pollution of 
creeks that flow from the bases 
into the Chattahoochee and Oc- 
mulgee Rivers. 

But, as was the case at Moody, 
the Air Force said it was only 
authorized to address drinking 
water, and it did not detect con¬ 
tamination in its own drinking 
water. Therefore, it did not test 
any water off-base. 
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US military is exempt 
from new Japanese tax 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— U.S. military personnel are ex¬ 
empt from Japan’s new departure 
tax when they’re traveling on of¬ 
ficial business, according to U.S. 
Forces Japan. 

Starting Monday, Japan will 
charge travelers about $9.25, 
each time they leave the country 
by aircraft or ship. 

Revenue from the tax will help 
the government accommodate 
more foreign travelers, improve 
immigration processes and de¬ 
velop tourism as the nation gears 
up for an influx of visitors ahead 
of this year’s Rugby World Cup 
and next year’s Olympic Games. 

People who stay in Japan less 
than 24 hours and children under 
2 years old won’t have to pay 
the tax. Neither will those who 
bought their airline tickets before 
Monday. 

Those in the country under the 
status of forces agreement won’t 
have to pay the tax when they’re 
on official travel, according to 
USFJ spokeswoman Air Force 
Maj. Genieve White. 


Starting Monday, 
Japan will charge 
about $9.25 per 
departure. 


“The US and Japan have 
agreed that travel for official pur¬ 
poses under the SOFA is exempt 
from the International Tourist 
Tax,” she said in an email Thurs¬ 
day. “The tax will not be added 
to tickets purchased through 
official Travel Management 
Companies.” 

The tax, which is expected 
to generate $462 million in fis¬ 
cal year 2019, will pay for facial 
recognition gates at airports, 
multilingual information boards 
and cashless payment systems 
on public transport, according to 
The Japan Times. 

The government wants to in¬ 
crease the annual number of for¬ 
eign visitors to 40 million by 2020, 
the newspaper reported. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 



Kelsey J. HocKENBERGER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Sailors of Coastal Riverine Group 1 Detachment Guam completed a 
500-nautical-mile transit aboard two Mark VI patrol boats, including 
the one shown here, on Dec. 28-29. 


Mark VI patrol boats make the 
longest transit ever in Pacific 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

Two Navy crews in late Decem¬ 
ber completed the longest trip 
ever in Mark VI patrol boats over 
the Pacific Ocean — 500 nautical 
miles — according to the Navy. 

A pair of the vessels with Coast¬ 
al Riverine Group 1 Detachment 
Guam traveled on Dec. 28-29. 

The completed journey of about 
575 statute miles showcased the 
patrol boats’ range and reliability. 
The 85-foot-long vessels averaged 
a speed of 25 knots, just under 30 
mph. 

The exercise tested the effects 
of weather on the boat’s ability to 
operate as well as gauging crew 
fatigue and fuel burn rates. 

In addition, the ocean transit 
raised the crews’ confidence in 
their boats and expanded their 
reach to U.S. allies the Federated 


States of Micronesia and Palau, 
Lt. Cmdr. Greg Dusetzina, offi¬ 
cer in charge of Coast Riverine 
Squadron 3 Alpha, said in a Navy 
statement Wednesday. 

Prior to the 500-nautical-mile 
transit, Mark VI patrol boats 
were put to work during Super 
Typhoon Yutu relief efforts for 
the Commonwealth of Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

The vessels delivered military 
personnel along with essential 
supplies and equipment to Tinian 
and Saipan following the historic 
super typhoon on April 23. 

The Guam detachment, which 
is part of Task Force 75, conducts 
maritime security operations, 
including port security and pro¬ 
tecting high-value assets on ships 
with limited capabilities of their 
own. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_stripes 


USAF spends $27M to turn 
vacant buildings into dorm 



Theron GoDBOLD/Stars&Stripes 

Fuchu Tower, building 2085, is seen on Yokota Air Base Japan. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— The Air Force expects to pay 
$26.8 million to turn a pair of va¬ 
cant family housing towers into 
dormitories for 280 unaccompa¬ 
nied airmen at the home of U.S. 
Forces Japan in western Tokyo. 

The renovations will transform 
140 two- and three-bedroom 
apartments, built by the Japa¬ 
nese government decades ago, 
into two-bedroom dorms, 374th 
Airlift Wing spokeswoman Capt. 
Alicia Premo said in an email 
Thursday. 

Yokota’s population of about 
11,500 servicemembers, civilians 
and dependents increased last 
year with the arrival of five CV- 
22 Osprey tiltrotor aircraft from 
the 353rd Special Operations 
Group. Ten Ospreys will even¬ 
tually be stationed at the base, 
adding about 450 personnel to its 
population. 

Although the tower renovations 
aren’t due to start until the end 
of the year and will take several 
years to complete, Premo said 
airmen have already moved into 
some units, which are within 
walking distance of Yokota’s gym¬ 
nasium, enlisted club, exchange 
and dining facilities. 

The renovations will include 
installing locks for the separate 
bed spaces and improvements 
to heating and air conditioning, 
electrical and fire-suppression 
systems and roof repair, Premo 
said. 

“The new tower living quarters 
will have a shared living room, 
bathroom, laundry room and 
kitchen as common space,” she 


said. “Airmen will have access 
to cook and do laundry in their 
apartments as well as watch TV 
in a common living area shared 
by one other person.” 

Most of those living in the new 
newly renovated dorms will be se¬ 
nior airmen and staff sergeants, 
Premo said. 

Some Yokota airmen live off- 
base, although there are dor¬ 
mitories to accommodate 1,000 
unaccompanied servicemem¬ 
bers, according to installation 
management flight chief Hey¬ 
ward Singleton. 

Base residents have questioned 
the need for people to live outside 
the gate when nine out of the 21 
apartment towers on Yokota ap¬ 
pear empty. 

“What people see as empty is 
not necessarily empty,” Singleton 
said. 


Five towers are “contingency 
quarters” that can be occupied 
during exercises or emergencies, 
one is a temporary lodging facil¬ 
ity operated by Yokota’s on-base 
hotel — the Kanto Lodge — and 
another is being fitted out as ad¬ 
ditional temporary lodging, he 
said. 

The tower apartments are 
larger than most Japanese homes 
but smaller than what Americans 
might be used to, Singleton said. 

They are, however, solidly built. 
Their concrete superstructure is 
so thick residents can’t pick up 
cellphone signals in the center of 
the buildings, he said. 

“These homes are designed to 
survive natural disasters,” Sin¬ 
gleton said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Naval station installs turtle-friendly lighting 


By Teresa Stepzinski 

The (Jacksonville) Florida 
Times-Union 

To help fellow mariners navi¬ 
gate, Naval Station Mayport via 
American Electrical Contracting 
recently installed more than 760 
new lighting fixtures intended to 
protect nesting sea turtles and 
their hatchlings. 

The new lighting — specialized 
bulbs and fixtures — will also 
create major savings on electric¬ 
ity costs, company officials said. 

“It is a great feeling when we 
get to install a system that deliv¬ 
ers wins on multiple fronts,” said 
Dave Yencarelli, chief operating 
officer of American Electrical 
Contracting. “Our crew really en¬ 
joyed such a feel-good project.” 

Research including a 2014 
University of Florida Conserva¬ 
tion Clinic report shows nesting 
turtles follow moonlight when re¬ 
turning to the ocean. 

Scientists also believe sea tur¬ 
tle hatchlings are born with an 
innate instinct that leads them 


in the brightest direction, which 
normally would be moonlight re¬ 
flecting off the ocean, according 
to the Sea Turtle Conservancy. 

Hatchlings are easily confused 
by excess lighting from near¬ 
shore buildings and streets and, 
mistaking it for moonlight, head 
inland where they can be eaten 
by predators, run over by motor¬ 
ists in streets and parking lots, 
or drown in swimming pools, ac¬ 
cording to the conservancy — an 
international nonprofit, which is 
the world’s oldest sea turtle re¬ 
search and conservation group. 

Specialized bulbs and fixtures 
such as those installed at the navy 
base can help prevent the turtles 
and their young from falling prey 
to predators, exhaustion and 
dehydration, company officials 
said. 

“We do our research to make 
sure what we recommend to a cli¬ 
ent does what it is designed to do,” 
said Keith Christensen, senior 
project manager for American 
Electrical Contracting. “We’ve 
seen other areas having success 


with similar lighting, so we knew 
we were on the right track.” 

In 2017, Panama City Beach 
reported that almost 72 percent 
of hatchlings became disoriented 
by artificial lighting. Meanwhile, 
turtle-friendly light installations 
in Sarasota and Manatee coun¬ 
ties showed a 100 percent reduc¬ 
tion in the number of disoriented 
hatchlings. 

Naval Station Mayport is home 
to loggerhead sea turtle nesting 
sites. The turtle nesting season 
runs August to October. A recent 
team looking to help lost or dis¬ 
oriented turtles reported 60 suc¬ 
cessful baby loggerhead births in 
late August. 

“Let’s not forget about the 
savings,” Yencarelli said. “We 
sourced lighting options that are 
expected to provide energy sav¬ 
ings of at least 30 percent, some 
as high as 70 percent, over the 
previous fixtures and bulbs. So 
we help these beautiful creatures 
and the project pays for itself and 
then some.” 
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UCMJ reforms in effect as new year begins 


Stars and Stripes 

Changes to the way military justice is 
dispensed aim to expand the rights of the 
accused, increase protections for junior ser- 
vicemembers and make the criminal justice 
system more transparent. 

The revisions, part of the Military Justice 
Act of 2016, took effect Wednesday, an Air 
Force statement said. They are the broad¬ 
est changes to the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice in decades. 

Significant changes include a right by 
convicted servicemembers to appeal a 
sentence greater than six months and the 


criminalization of sexual activity between 
a person with special trust and a “specially 
protected” junior member. Specially pro¬ 
tected applies to a recruit or trainee, ac¬ 
cording to the statement. Positions of trust 
include most anyone who has authority over 
them: officers, noncommissioned officers, 
recruiters and instructors. 

Among other changes, two more crimes 
were added to the UCMJ: retaliating against 
someone for reporting or planning to report 
a crime and fraudulent use of a credit or 
debit card. Both actions were previously 
prohibited; now, they’re classified as crimi¬ 
nal acts. 


The new year also brought changes to the 
Manual for Courts-Martial. Among them, 
convicted servicemembers sentenced to 
serve more than six months in confinement 
may appeal their convictions if they are not 
already automatically reviewed. 

Most court-martial documents will be 
publicly accessible under a system like 
those used in civilian courts, according to 
the Air Force secretary’s statement. 

Other changes to the Manual for Courts- 
Martial allow a convicted servicemember 
to choose a judge alone to impose the sen¬ 
tence rather than the court-martial panel 
that heard the case. 


The changes also give military judges the 
authority to issue investigative subpoenas 
before the case is referred to a charging au¬ 
thority, issue warrants for electronic com¬ 
munications and enforce certain victims’ 
rights. 

In addition, courts-martial panels — the 
group of officers and enlisted servicemem¬ 
bers who hear the case — are set at eight 
members for general courts-martial that do 
not include capital punishment as a poten¬ 
tial sentence and four members for special 
courts-martial. 

news@stripes.com 


USS Fort McHenry transits strait 
en route to tense Black Sea region 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The dock-landing vessel USS 
Fort McHenry transited the Dar¬ 
danelles Strait en route to the 
Black Sea on Sunday, making it 
the first U.S. Navy ship to enter 
the tense region since Russia 
seized three Ukrainian vessels in 
November in the Kerch Strait. 

Navy officials say the Fort 
McHenry is conducting a regu¬ 
larly scheduled Black Sea op¬ 
eration. It is the first Navy ship 
to enter the Black Sea since Au¬ 
gust, when the USS Carney, an 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer, 
and the fast-transport vessel 
USNS Carson City worked sepa¬ 
rate missions there. 

“We routinely operate in the 
Black Sea consistent with interna¬ 


tional law and the Montreux Con¬ 
vention and will continue to do so,” 
said Cmdr. Kyle Raines, 6th Fleet 
spokesman. “We also continue 
our call for Ukraine and Russia 
to seek a diplomatic resolution to 
their dispute.” 

The Fort McHenry is a trans¬ 
port vessel equipped with defen¬ 
sive weaponry such as machine 
guns, small cannons and short- 
range anti-missile systems. It has 
little offensive capability. 

Russia has viewed any U.S. 
naval ship in the Black Sea as 
an intrusion since it seized the 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014. But 
maintaining Black Sea patrols 
after the Kerch Strait incident is 
important to show a commitment 
to protecting partners against 
Russian aggression, said Michael 
Petersen, director of the Naval 


War College’s Russia Maritime 
Studies Institute. 

“The U.S. has committed to up¬ 
holding international law, which 
Russia has consistently violated in 
the Black Sea,” Petersen wrote in 
an email exchange last week. 

The U.S. and NATO allies have 
denounced Russia opening fire on 
three Ukrainian vessels near the 
Sea of Azov and detaining 24 crew 
members, but they have shown lit¬ 
tle interest in taking direct action 
against Russia. 

Ukraine is not a NATO member, 
so allied nations are not compelled 
to defend it against an aggressor 
like Russia, Petersen said. That 
makes Ukraine more vulnerable 
to Russia, he added. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wylandstripes 



Chris RoYs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The USS Fort McHenry transits the Straits of Messina on Thursday. 
The Fort McHenry and the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit are on a 
deployment as part of the Kearsarge Amphibious Ready Group. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Reports: 2 British soldiers hurt in Syria attack 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — A missile attack by Islamic 
State in eastern Syria killed at least one 
Kurdish fighter and wounded two British 
soldiers embedded with them, according to 
reports Sunday, amid fierce fighting in the 
strategic area near the Iraqi border. 

The Kurdish-run Rudaw news agency 
said the two British soldiers were in stable 
condition. 

British special forces are known to be 
on the ground in northern Syria, although 
the British government does not provide 
details about their presence. There was no 


immediate confirmation or comment from 
the United Kingdom. 

The injuries would be the first known 
casualties sustained by Western anti-ISIS 
coalition forces since President Donald 
Trump announced in late December his 
intention to pull out some 2,000 U.S. troops 
in Syria, declaring that ISIS has been de¬ 
feated. The abrupt decision surprised U.S. 
allies and angered his own national secu¬ 
rity advisers who disagree with the claim 
of ISIS’ defeat. U.S. Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis resigned shortly afterward. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory 


for Human Rights, a group that moni¬ 
tors the Syrian civil war, said in a report 
Sunday that the ISIS attack occurred the 
previous day in the village of Shaafa, in 
eastern Deir el-Zour province, amid fierce 
clashes between the Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democratic Forces, backed by the U.S.-led 
coalition, and ISIS militants. 

It said a Kurdish fighter was killed and 
three were wounded, including the two 
British soldiers who were airlifted by the 
coalition for treatment. 

The SDF in December captured the last 
town held by ISIS in Syria, but the mili¬ 


tants still hold small pockets of territory in 
Deir el-Zour province, and there are con¬ 
cerns the group would take advantage of 
an American troop pullout to regroup. 

Meanwhile, the SDF announced Sunday 
that its fighters had captured five foreign 
jihadis while combating ISIS in eastern 
Syria. A spokesman for the group, Mustafa 
Bali, said they included two Americans, 
two Pakistanis and one Irish citizen. 

SDF forces are believed to be holding 
hundreds of ISIS foreign fighters in deten¬ 
tion centers in northern Syria. 


Fighters: One of 2 US captives worked as a substitute teacher in Texas 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

victory over the group in late 
2017, ISIS fighters have launched 
insurgent attacks, ambushes and 
kidnappings, and some officials 
have warned of a possible resur¬ 
gence of the group, which has 
long drawn hundreds of foreign 
fighters to its ranks. 

Clark, who has one glass eye, 
had sought a nonmilitary role 
with the group, according to re¬ 
searchers with George Wash¬ 
ington University’s Program on 
Extremism, which in a Febru¬ 
ary report named him as one of 
at least 64 Americans from 16 
states who had traveled to Iraq 
and Syria since 2011 to join jihadi 
groups, mainly ISIS. 

Under the alias Abu Muham¬ 
mad al-Ameriki, Clark had sub¬ 
mitted an application seeking to 


join ISIS as an English teacher in 
Mosul, which had served as the 
Iraqi capital of ISIS’ physical ca¬ 
liphate from the summer of 2014 
until it was liberated by U.S.- 
backed and trained Iraqi forces 
in summer 2017. 

Using the application’s resume 
and sources in Texas, research¬ 
ers identified Clark as a Univer¬ 
sity of Houston graduate who had 
converted to Islam in 2004 and 
was radicalized after viewing ji¬ 
hadi videos online, NBC News re¬ 
ported last year. 

He had worked as a substitute 
teacher in Texas before traveling 
to Saudi Arabia to teach English 
for two years and then going to 
Turkey. 

The second American the SDF 
captured was identified as Zaid 
Abed al-Hamed, 35, who report¬ 
edly went by the alias Abu Zaid 


al-Ameriki. He does not appear 
to have been one of the fighters, 
mainly U.S. citizens and legal 
residents, who had been identi¬ 
fied in the Program on Extrem¬ 
ism report. 

As with Clark, Al-Hamed’s Ar¬ 
abic nom de guerre, or “kunya,” 
contains a term traditionally 
used to identify Americans, but 
several fighters dubbed with the 
same term and appearing in ji¬ 
hadi propaganda materials since 
2011 were not mentioned in the 
February report because their 
true names or backgrounds could 
not be verified, wrote Alexander 
Meleagrou-Hitchens, Seamus 
Hughes and Bennett Clifford, the 
report’s authors. 

Some 300 Americans tried to 
leave or did leave the U.S. to fight 
in Iraq or Syria since the start of 
the Syrian civil war in 2011, the 


report said, citing the FBI. Of the 
64 that were named, the where¬ 
abouts or status of 28 were pub¬ 
licly unknown, more than 20 were 
believed to have died overseas, 12 
were apprehended and three had 
returned to the U.S. without fac¬ 
ing charges. 

The SDF identified the other 
foreign captives as Fadel al-Rah- 
man Jad, 48, of Lahore, Pakistan; 
Abed al-Azem Rajbout, 19, of Si- 
alkot, Pakistan; and Alexandr 
Ruzmatovich Bekmirzaev, 45, of 
Dublin. 

It’s not yet clear what will hap¬ 
pen to the American prisoners, 
but it isn’t the first time the SDF 
has caught U.S. citizens on the 
battlefield. 

In late 2017, they captured 
a fighter with dual Saudi-U.S. 
citizenship who they accused of 
fighting for ISIS. After holding 


the unnamed man as an “enemy 
combatant” on a military base in 
Iraq for months, the U.S. planned 
to release him first to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, then back into Syria under 
“safe conditions” in the area 
where he was captured. 

Describing the planned release 
in Syria, a Pentagon official said 
in a court filing that such actions 
are “a traditional military prac¬ 
tice” used in U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand, but the American Civil 
Liberties Union, which took on 
the man’s case, called it a “death 
warrant.” 

In November, a court filing 
shows that the Defense Depart¬ 
ment released him in Bahrain 
following negotiations with the 
ACLU. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Egyptian officer killed while 
defusing bomb outside church 


Associated Press 

CAIRO — Egypt’s Interior Min¬ 
istry said a policeman was killed 
as he was trying to defuse an ex¬ 
plosive device near a church in a 
residential Cairo district. 

The ministry said the blast late 
Saturday also wounded the com¬ 
mander of the bomb squad and 
another policeman. The device 
was in a suitcase concealed on the 
rooftop of a building close to the 
church in the Nasr City suburb in 
eastern Cairo, added the ministry, 
which oversees the police. 

The blast came just two days be¬ 
fore the Orthodox Coptic Church, 
the dominant denomination 
among Egypt’s estimated 10 mil¬ 
lion Christians, celebrates Christ¬ 
mas. It also came a little more 


than a week after a roadside bomb 
hit a tourist bus near the Giza 
Pyramids, killing three Vietnam¬ 
ese tourists and their Egyptian 
driver. 

Saturday’s incident likely will 
force authorities to further tighten 
security around churches ahead 
of the Coptic Orthodox Christmas. 
Already, armed policemen guard 
churches and security guards 
check the identity of visitors. 
Metal detectors have also been set 
up outside churches. 

The heightened security fol¬ 
lowed a spate of attacks claimed 
by Islamic State that have tar¬ 
geted churches and buses car¬ 
rying pilgrims to remote desert 
monasteries, killing more than 
100 Christians over the past few 
years. 


Q: 


What makes a university 
"military friendly"? 


A: 


Streamlined admissions, 
tuition discounts, and 
waived application fees. 


President confirms key 
USS Cole suspect dead 

Jamal al-Badawi, the Yemeni 
al-Qaida operative accused of or¬ 
ganizing the 2000 attack on the 
USS Cole, has been killed in a 
U.S. airstrike, President Donald 
Trump confirmed Sunday. 

“Our GREAT MILITARY has 
delivered justice for the heroes 


lost and wounded in the cowardly 
attack on the USS Cole,” Trump 
said in a tweet. 

Seventeen American sailors 
were killed and more than 40 
were injured in the Oct. 12, 2000, 
attack, in which al-Qaida suicide 
bombers pulled up to the refuel¬ 
ing destroyer in an explosives- 
laden boat and blasted a hole in 
its hull. 


Learn more at CSUGIobal.edu/stripes 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Bolton outlines terms 
for Syria withdrawal 



Hussein Malla/AP 


A member of the Kurdish security forces holds his weapon during a patrol in Manbij, 
north Syria, last March. 

With US leaving, rival powers 
converge on void in Syria’s east 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — President Donald 
Trump’s national security adviser said 
Sunday that the American military with¬ 
drawal from northeastern Syria is condi¬ 
tioned on defeating the remnants of Islamic 
State and on Turkey assuring the safety of 
U.S.-allied Kurdish fighters. 

John Bolton said there is no timetable for 
the pullout but insisted the military pres¬ 
ence is not an unlimited commitment. 

“There are objectives that we want to ac¬ 
complish that condition the withdrawal,” 
Bolton told reporters in Jerusalem before 
heading to Turkey on Monday, where he 
will be joined by Chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph Dunford. 
“The timetable flows from the policy deci¬ 
sions that we need to implement.” 

Those conditions, he said, included de¬ 
feating what’s left of ISIS in Syria and pro¬ 
tecting Kurdish militias who have fought 
alongside U.S. troops against the extremist 
group. 

Bolton’s comments were the first public 
confirmation that the drawdown has been 
slowed. 

Trump had faced widespread criticism 
from allies about his decision, announced 
in mid-December, that he was pulling all 
2,000 U.S. troops from Syria. Officials said 
at the time that although many details of 
the withdrawal had not yet been finalized, 
they expected American forces to be out 
by mid-January. 

“We are pulling back in Syria,” Trump 
said Sunday at the White House, adding 
that he had never publicly given a time¬ 
table for withdrawal. “We’re going to be 
removing our troops.” 

Trump’s move, which led to the resig¬ 
nation of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, 
has raised fears over clearing the way for 
a Turkish assault on the Kurdish fighters. 
Turkey considers the Syrian Kurdish Peo¬ 
ple’s Protection Units, or YPG, a terrorist 
group linked to an insurgency within its 
own borders. 

Bolton said the U.S. is insisting that its 
Kurdish allies in Syria are protected from 
any planned Turkish offensive — a warning 
he was expected to deliver to Turkey’s pres¬ 
ident, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, this week. 

‘Stand fast now’ 

“We don’t think the Turks ought to un¬ 
dertake military action that’s not fully co¬ 
ordinated with and agreed to by the United 
States,” Bolton said. 

He said that in upcoming meetings with 
Turkish officials he will seek “to find out 
what their objectives and capabilities are, 
and that remains uncertain.” 

Trump has made clear that he would 
not allow Turkey to kill the Kurds, Bolton 
said. 

“That’s what the president said, the ones 
that fought with us,” he said. 

Bolton said the U.S. has asked the Kurds 
to “stand fast now” and refrain from seek¬ 
ing protection from Russia or Syrian Pres¬ 


ident Bashar Assad’s government. 

“I think they know who their friends 
are,” he added, speaking of the Kurds. 

Jim Jeffrey, the special representa¬ 
tive for Syrian engagement and the newly 
named American special envoy for the 
anti-ISIS coalition, is to travel to Syria this 
week in an effort to reassure the Kurdish 
fighters that they are not being abandoned, 
Bolton said. 

Turkey’s presidential spokesman called 
allegations that his country planned to 
attack the U.S.-allied Kurds in Syria “ir¬ 
rational” and said Turkey was fighting ter¬ 
rorism for national security. 

In comments carried by the official An- 
adolu news agency, Ibrahim Kalin said the 
Kurdish fighters oppressed Syrian Kurds 
and pursued a separatist agenda under the 
guise of fighting ISIS. 

“That a terror organization cannot be al¬ 
lied with the U.S. is self-evident,” he said. 

Bolton said U.S. troops would remain 
at the critical area of al-Tanf, in southern 
Syria, to counter growing Iranian activity 
in the region. 

He defended the legal basis for the de¬ 
ployment, saying it’s justified by the presi¬ 
dent’s constitutional authority. 

‘Satisfactory disposition’ 

The U.S. is also seeking a “satisfactory 
disposition” for roughly 800 ISIS prisoners 
held by the U.S.-backed Syrian opposition, 
Bolton said, adding that talks were ongo¬ 
ing with European and regional partners 
about the issue. 

Bolton was to have dinner with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Sunday to discuss the pace of the U.S. 
drawdown, American troop levels in the 
region and the U.S. commitment to push 
back on Iranian regional expansionism. 

Bolton was expected to explain that some 
U.S. troops based in Syria to fight ISIS will 
shift to Iraq with the same mission, and 
that the al-Tanf base would remain. 

Bolton also was to convey the message 
that the United States is “very supportive” 
of Israeli strikes against Iranian targets in 
Syria, according to a senior administration 
official who was not authorized to publicly 
discuss Bolton’s plans before the meetings 
and spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Bolton on Sunday also toured the an¬ 
cient tunnels beneath the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem’s Old City. He watched a virtual 
reality tour of the historic site and dined 
there with his Israeli equivalent as well as 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel David Fried¬ 
man and Israel’s ambassador to the United 
States, Ron Dermer. 

Visiting American officials typically 
avoid holding official meetings in parts of 
east Jerusalem, which is contested between 
Israelis and Palestinians. Trump, however, 
also toured the area in a previous visit. 

Israel annexed east Jerusalem after 
capturing it from Jordan in the 1967 war, 
a move not recognized by most of the in¬ 
ternational community. Palestinians seek 
east Jerusalem as the capital of their fu¬ 
ture state. 


By Sarah el Deeb 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The planned U.S. troop with¬ 
drawal opens up a void in the north and 
east of Syria, and the conflicts and rivalries 
among all the powers in the Middle East are 
converging to fill it. 

The sudden American decision to pull out 
its 2,000 troops has forced a reassessment 
of old alliances and partnerships. The Syr¬ 
ian government, the Kurds, Russia, Iran, 
Israel and Turkey have all had a hand in the 
country’s nearly eight-year war—each, in a 
way, fighting its own war for its own reasons 
within Syria. Now, all of those conflicts play 
out in the territory being abandoned by the 
Americans, creating new tensions, potential 
chaos and bloodshed. 

Here is a look at some of what’s at stake. 

■ The territory. The area up for grabs 
is about a third of Syria, forming a rough 
triangle. To the north is the border with 
Turkey, to the east the border with Iraq and 
the third side is the Euphrates River. This 
was the heart of Islamic State’s foothold 
in Syria until the United States partnered 
with a Kurdish militia, creating a force of 
some 60,000 fighters — including some Syr¬ 
ian Arabs and Christian Assyrians — that 
wrested it away from the militants. 

The territory is strategically important. 
For the Syrian government of President 
Bashar Assad and its allies, Russia and Iran, 
regaining it means re-establishing sover¬ 
eignty. The territory was once the source 
of Syria’s wheat and barley, its dams gener¬ 
ated electricity, and it holds some of Syria’s 
richest oil resources. Without it, Assad will 
have a harder time with reconstruction and 
operating long term. For the same reasons, 
it’s been a source of income for the Kurdish 
militia. 

For the Kurds, their hold gave weight to 
their long-sought goal of autonomy. For the 
U.S., the troop presence ensured American 
influence. Turkey sees Kurdish autonomy 
on its border as an existential threat and 
has vowed to prevent it, accusing the U.S. of 
empowering the militia that Ankara says is 
linked to Kurdish insurgents in Turkey. 

■ Assad and Russia. Without the Ameri¬ 
cans, the door opens for Assad and his Rus¬ 
sian backers to move in. 

“The only obstacle preventing Assad 
from gaining control of the east was the 
U.S. presence and the cover that it provided 
to the [Kurdish militia]. With that gone ... 
there is simply no real challenge that would 
prevent the regime from re-establish¬ 
ing control over those areas,” said Ayham 
Kamel, of the Eurasia group. 

Abandoned by the U.S., the Kurdish fight¬ 
ers are forced to move toward Russia and 


Assad for protection against Turkey. Then- 
force, armed and equipped by the U.S.-led 
coalition, is unlikely to disappear. Instead, 
it is seeking an arrangement with Assad to 
continue operating as the government ex¬ 
tends control over the territory. 

Syrian officials boast the withdrawal is a 
defeat to America. Controlling the east would 
help seal Assad’s victory in the civil war. 

■ Turkey vs. Kurds, Russia and Assad. 
Turkey’s military, along with some 15,000 
allied Syrian rebel fighters, is poised to 
launch an offensive in the east to break 
Kurdish control over the border. 

But an offensive risks creating friction 
with Russia. In particular, it could wreck a 
cease-fire agreement the two reached over 
Idlib, the northwestern province held by 
rebels and Islamic militants where Turkey 
has influence — enabling a Syrian govern¬ 
ment assault on the province. Russian and 
Turkish officials have been holding talks, 
trying to avert tensions. 

Turkey is equally concerned over the 
prospect of Syrian government control over 
the east. In the past, Damascus has used the 
Kurdish militia as leverage against Ankara 
and could do so again. 

■ Iran and Israel. A Syrian government 
move east means the spread of Iran as well. 
It will dramatically widen the land corridor 
where Iran enjoys free rein for its allied 
fighters, weapons and supplies across Iraq 
and Syria to Lebanon. Already, Iran-backed 
militias have expanded control over areas 
near Syria’s border with Iraq and freely 
cross back and forth. 

That has alarmed Israel. The likely result 
will be increased Israeli airstrikes against 
suspected Iranian-linked targets in Syria. 

■ The U.S., Turkey and ISIS. President 
Donald Trump dismissed the idea that the 
U.S. needs influence in the conflict, saying 
Syria was nothing but “sand and death.” 
He claims the U.S. mission there — to fight 
ISIS — has largely been completed. But 
ISIS still holds pockets, and U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion officials warn it could surge again. 

There has also been growing unrest 
among Arab tribes in the east, disgruntled 
by the Kurdish-led administration. They, 
too, are likely to be a source of tension and 
may be leveraged by the different players 
for their own advantages. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo¬ 
gan told Trump his forces could take over 
fighting ISIS. In two previous offensives, 
Turkish forces and their Syrian allies re¬ 
took territory in the northwest from ISIS 
and Kurdish fighters. But their track record 
of abuses, forced displacement of Kurds and 
lawlessness raises concern over whether 
they can exercise authority in the east. 


*There are objectives that we want to accomplish 
that condition the withdrawal, 9 

John Bolton 

national security adviser 
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Sides trade blame as shutdown continues 


By Catherine Lucey 
and Lisa Mascaro 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON—A first round 
of talks between White House of¬ 
ficials and congressional aides 
has made little progress toward 
ending the government shutdown, 
with each side accusing the other 
of giving no ground. 

More discussions were planned 
for Sunday, while President Don¬ 
ald Trump, who did not attend the 
negotiating session, was sched¬ 
uled to be at Camp David for a 
retreat with White House staff on 
border security and other topics. 

With the talks stalled, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
said House Democrats intend to 
start passing individual bills to 
reopen agencies. The first would 
be the Treasury Department, to 


ensure people receive their tax 
refunds. 

Democrats said the White 
House did not budge on the pres¬ 
ident’s key demand, $5.6 billion 
to build a wall along the U.S.- 
Mexico border. The White House 
said money was not discussed in 
depth, but the administration was 
clear about the need for a wall 
and the goal of resolving the shut¬ 
down all at once, not piecemeal. 

Acting chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney told NBC’s “Meet the 
Press” that he believes Demo¬ 
crats “think they’re winning the 
PR battle and they’re willing to 
drag this out because they think 
it hurts the president.” Demo¬ 
crats familiar with the meeting 
said the White House position 
was “untenable.” 

A White House official said 
the meeting included a briefing 


on border security by Home¬ 
land Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen. Democrats sought writ¬ 
ten details from the Department 
of Homeland Security on their 
budget needs; the White House 
said it would provide that. 

Mulvaney said Trump was 
willing to forgo a concrete wall 
for steel or other materials. 

The president has suggested 
his definition of the wall is flex¬ 
ible, referring to slats and other 
“border things.” Democrats have 
made clear they see a wall as im¬ 
moral and ineffective and prefer 
other types of border security 
funded at already agreed upon 
levels. 

Trump had campaigned on the 
promise that Mexico would pay 
for the wall. Mexico has refused. 
He’s now demanding the money 
from Congress. 



Alex Brandon/AP 

Vice President Mike Pence, front left, and other White House 
officials leave the Eisenhower Executive Office building after a 
meeting with Congressional staff on Saturday in Washington. 



Democratic Sen. Elizabeth Warren, of Massachusetts, speaks at a campaign event at the Orpheum 
Theatre in Sioux City, Iowa, on Saturday. 


Warren begins 2020 campaign in Iowa 


By Thomas Beaumont 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Massa¬ 
chusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren is 
introducing herself to influential 
Iowa Democrats by telling her 
personal story of economic oppor¬ 
tunity, trying to lay claim in the 
emerging 2020 presidential field 
as a champion for a middle class 
she says is withering under Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

On her first full day as a Demo¬ 
cratic presidential prospect in 
the kickoff caucus state, Warren 
repeatedly argued that opportu¬ 
nities like hers have vanished be¬ 
cause wealthy interests have bent 
policymakers in Washington to 
their will. 

“They work for the rich and the 
powerful and not the rest of us. It’s 
throughout the system,” Warren 
said, igniting cheers from more 
than 500 in a downtown event hall 
Saturday evening. “This is cor¬ 
ruption, pure and simple. It is cor¬ 


ruption and it is eating away at our 
democracy and every fiber of our 
lives.” 

A leading Democrat in the Sen¬ 
ate, Warren has made a name for 
herself as an advocate for consum¬ 
er protection and become a regu¬ 
lar target of Trump. 

But by the end of a day of pub¬ 
lic speeches and private meetings 
during her Iowa debut, Warren 
made clear her campaign will be 
built upon the twin themes of eco¬ 
nomic fairness and government 
stripped of money’s influence. 

“We need big structural 
change,” she said, her voice 
strained from speaking and the 
onset of laryngitis. “We’ve got to 
go big on this.” 

It’s a message that echoed with 
an audience in the working-class 
cities of Council Bluffs on Friday 
evening and Sioux City on Satur¬ 
day morning and lit up the crowd 
in the liberal state capital of Des 
Moines Saturday evening. 

Warren was scheduled to close 


out her Iowa visit Sunday by meet¬ 
ing privately with Democratic ac¬ 
tivists at a Des Moines coffee shop 
and later with a public roundtable 
discussion with women in a Des 
Moines suburb. 

Warren strayed little from 
the fairness and anti-corruption 
themes throughout the day. She 
didn’t hesitate to allude to poten¬ 
tial rivals Tom Steyer and Michael 
Bloomberg, both billionaires, by 
arguing for elections free from the 
influence of billionaires. 

“None of us believe that bil¬ 
lionaires ought to be able to self¬ 
fund” their campaigns, she said. 
Steyer is scheduled to visit Iowa 
on Wednesday. 

Despite the friendly receptions 
Warren received, few seemed 
ready to commit. 

“She comes across as real. And 
I like that,” retired Sioux City 
teacher Colleen Sernett-Shadle 
said. “I just want to know whoever 
we nominate is strong. And there 
are a lot of people to sift through.” 


Ex-Defense Secretary 
Harold Brown, 91, dies 


By Will Lester 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Harold 
Brown, who as defense secre¬ 
tary in the Carter administration 
championed cutting-edge fighting 
technology during a tenure that 
included the failed rescue of hos¬ 
tages in Iran, has died at age 91. 

Brown died Friday, said the 
Rand Corp., the California-based 
think tank which Brown served as 
a trustee for more than 35 years. 

Brown was a nuclear physicist 
who led the Pentagon to modern¬ 
ize its defense systems with weap¬ 
ons that included precision-guided 
cruise missiles, stealth aircraft, 
advanced satellite surveillance 
and improved communications 
and intelligence systems. He suc¬ 
cessfully campaigned to increase 
the Pentagon budget during his 
term, despite skepticism inside 
the White House and from Demo¬ 
crats in Congress. 

That turbulent period includ¬ 
ed the Soviet Union’s invasion 
of Afghanistan and the Iranian 
hostage crisis. An effort in April 
1980 to rescue the hostages failed 
when one of the helicopters on the 
mission struck a tanker aircraft 
in eastern Iran and crashed, kill¬ 
ing eight U.S. servicemen. 

“I considered the failed rescue 
attempt my greatest regret and 
most painful lesson learned,” 
Brown wrote in his book “Star 
Spangled Security.” 

Brown faced numerous obsta¬ 
cles when he took the job as Pen¬ 
tagon chief, including pressure to 
reduce the defense budget both 
from within the administration 
and from influential congressio¬ 
nal Democrats. 

“When I became secretary of 
defense in 1977, the military ser¬ 
vices, most of all the army, were 
disrupted badly by the Vietnam 
War. There was general agree¬ 
ment that the Soviet Union out¬ 
classed the West in conventional 
military capability, especially 



Brown 


in ground forces in Europe,” he 
wrote later. 

Wary of the growing Soviet 
threat, Brown sought to withstand 
the pressure to cut defense and, 
gradually, managed to increase 
spending. 

“The constant Cold War compe¬ 
tition raged hot during the Carter 

F r -administra- 

^ tion and pre- 
1 occupied me 

_t ] throughout 

the four 

years,” 
Brown 
wrote. He 
noted later 
that “the 

Defense De¬ 
partment 
budget in 
real terms was 10 to 12 percent 
more when we left than when we 
came in,” which he said was not 
an easy accomplishment. 

And he cited the technological 
advances in defense systems, es¬ 
pecially weapons systems such as 
precision-guided cruise missiles, 
stealth aircraft and advanced sat¬ 
ellite surveillance. 

“Some of these came to vis¬ 
ible fruition 10 years later during 
Desert Storm, which reversed 
Saddam Hussein’s occupation of 
Kuwait,” he wrote. “The Carter 
administration initiated and de¬ 
veloped these programs, the Rea¬ 
gan administration paid for their 
acquisition in many cases, and 
the George H.W. Bush adminis¬ 
tration employed them.” 

Brown later maintained that 
his extensive work with the So¬ 
viets on the arms race was not 
wasted. 

“We also reached a specific 
strategic arms control agreement 
with the Soviet Union,” he wrote. 
“Though never formally ratified, 
the agreement was adhered to by 
both parties and limited Soviet 
threats that our other convention¬ 
al and nuclear weapons programs 
were designed to counter.” 
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Woman in vegetative 
state for 10 years has 
reportedly given birth 



Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez speaks during a news conference on Dec. 31 in Houston about the 
shooting death of Jazmine Barnes, 7, who was riding in a vehicle with her family. A suspect has been 
charged in the shooting. 

Man charged with capital 
murder in death of a girl 


Associated. Press 

HOUSTON — Authorities in 
Texas have charged a 20-year-old 
man in the shooting death of a 7- 
year-old black girl who was killed 
while riding in a vehicle with her 
family. 

The Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office announced early Sunday 
that Eric Black Jr. was charged 
with capital murder in the death 
of Jazmine Barnes. Investigators 
identified Black as a suspect after 
receiving a tip, the office said in a 
statement. 

“Investigators do not believe 
Jazmine’s family was the intend¬ 
ed target of the shooting,” the 


statement said. “They were pos¬ 
sibly shot as a result of mistaken 
identity.” 

Jazmine was fatally shot in 
Houston on Dec. 30 after authori¬ 
ties said a suspect pulled along¬ 
side the vehicle the girl was riding 
in and opened fire. Jazmine died 
at the scene, while her mother 
was shot in the arm. The shooting 
occurred as the family was head¬ 
ing to the store. 

Following Black’s arrest in east 
Harris County, the sheriff’s office 
said he admitted to taking part in 
the shooting. Officials also said 
investigators are looking into the 
possibility that others could be 
charged in the case. 


Nicole Hensley, Houston Chronicle/AP 


Jazmine’s mother, LaPorsha 
Washington, has said she believes 
the shooting was racially moti¬ 
vated. The alleged shooter was 
earlier described as a white man 
in a red truck, but the sheriff’s of¬ 
fice did not immediately identify 
Black’s race. 

Hundreds of people gathered 
at a rally Saturday afternoon for 
the girl near where the shooting 
happened. People held up bal¬ 
loons and stuffed animals, as 
well as signs that said “Justice for 
Jazmine.” 

A $100,000 reward was being 
offered for information leading to 
an arrest in Jazmine’s case. 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — A woman said 
to have been in a vegetative state 
for at least a decade at a private 
health care facility in Phoenix 
reportedly gave birth recently, 
triggering a police investigation 
and reviews by state agencies in a 
situation that the state governor’s 
office called “deeply troubling.’” 

Azfamily.com, a news website 
for television stations KPHO and 
KTVK, first reported late Thurs¬ 
day that, according to sources not 
identified by the website, a woman 
gave birth Dec. 29 living at a Ha¬ 
cienda Healthcare facility where 
the staff was unaware that she 
was pregnant. 

According to some reports, the 
woman was a victim of a near¬ 
drowning more than 10 years ago. 
Her identity hasn’t been reported, 
and it’s not known if she has fam¬ 
ily or a guardian. 

Sources quoted in the reports 
said the woman was heard to be 
moaning and that the baby’s head 
was starting to emerge when a 
nurse came in. 

“None of the staff were aware 
that she was pregnant until she 
was pretty much giving birth,” 
azfamily.com quoted a source fa¬ 
miliar with the situation as saying. 
That person said the baby was said 
to be alive and healthy. 

Following the azfamily.com 
report, Hacienda Health Care 
and state officials issued brief 
statements about the situation, 
expressing concern and describ¬ 
ing reviews being conducted and 
steps being taken. But they did not 
specifically confirm the reported 
pregnancy and birth. 

A Phoenix Police Department 
spokesman, Sgt. Tommy Thomp¬ 
son said only that “the matter is 
under investigation.” He declined 
to confirm whether the investiga¬ 


tion involved a possible sex crime 
or elaborate on the circumstances 
that prompted the investigation. 

Hacienda said it in a statement it 
was cooperating with law enforce¬ 
ment and reviewing its security 
protocols after becoming aware of 
a “deeply disturbing incident and 
“an unprecedented matter.” 

“While federal and state priva¬ 
cy laws prohibit us from publicly 
discussing a patient’s health or 
case, Hacienda has and will con¬ 
tinue to cooperate fully with law 
enforcement and all the relevant 
regulatory agencies regarding 
this matter,” Hacienda said in its 
statement. 

Hacienda’s website said it serves 
infants, children and young adults 
who are “medically fragile” or 
have developmental disabilities. 

Gov. Doug Ducey’s office said 
Ducey was briefed on the “deep¬ 
ly troubling” reports as soon as 
the office learned of them and 
that state agencies “immediately 
began taking every measure to 
protect patient safety.” 

According to the Arizona De¬ 
partment of Health Services, an 
agency that regulates health care 
facilities, the 60-bed Hacienda 
facility was required to tighten 
security procedures to protect pa¬ 
tients in wake of the report. 

“We are aware of this situation 
and are actively working with local 
law enforcement in their criminal 
investigation,” the department 
said in a statement. 

The state Department of Eco¬ 
nomic Security, a social service 
agency whose functions include 
serving disabled people, said 
it performed health and safety 
checks on all of the residents at the 
Hacienda facility after the birth 
was reported and was working 
with police on their investigation. 


Nev. inmate whose execution was called off found dead in cell 


By Ken Ritter 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — A twice-con¬ 
victed murderer who had repeat¬ 
edly said he wanted to die by 
lethal injection was found dead in 
his death-row prison cell from an 
apparent hanging, officials said 
Saturday. 

Scott Raymond Dozier, 48, 
was found unresponsive in his 
solo death row ceil at the state’s 
maximum-security prison in 
Ely, Department of Corrections 
spokeswoman Brooke Santina 
told The Associated Press. 

Dozier had said repeatedly he 
wanted to die rather than live 
the rest of his life in prison. Ne¬ 
vada officials said he tried to kill 
himself several times after two 
scheduled lethal injections were 
postponed. 

“I’ve been very clear about my 
desire to be executed ... even if 


suffering is inevitable,” Dozier 
said in a handwritten note to a 
state court judge who postponed 
his execution in November 2017 
over con¬ 
cerns the 
untried drug 
regimen 
could leave 
him suffo¬ 
cating, con¬ 
scious and 
unable to 
move. 

But his bid 
to become 
the first Ne¬ 
vada inmate put to death since 
2006 was called off twice amid 
court fights over a three-drug 
combination that had never been 
used in the U.S.: the sedative 
midazolam, the powerful opioid 
fentanyl and a muscle-paralyzing 
agent called cisatracurium. 

The starts-and-stops in Dozi¬ 


er’s case propelled Nevada to the 
top of a national debate about the 
death penalty and shed light on 
extraordinary efforts some states 
take to try to obtain drugs from 
pharmaceutical companies that 
insist they don’t want their prod¬ 
ucts used for executions. 

Dozier gave up appeals for 
the death sentence he received 
in 2007 for separate killings of 
methamphetamine drug trade 
associates in 2002 in Phoenix and 
Las Vegas. 

But he allowed federal public 
defenders to challenge on his be¬ 
half the method that state officials 
planned to use. 

Those advocates argued that 
his lethal injection could be less 
humane than putting down a pet. 

Drug companies joined the 
fight — with cases still pending 
before state courts and the Ne¬ 
vada Supreme Court. They argue 
their products should not be used 


in an execution. 

Nevada has drawn backing in 
the state high court fight from 
15 of the 30 other states in the 
U.S. with capital punishment. 
Friend-of-the-court briefs argue 
that harassment from advocacy 
groups and threats of company 
boycotts are keeping prison of¬ 
ficials from enforcing the will 
of voters in states that have the 
death penalty. 

Last month, state lawyers 
revealed in a separate federal 
lawsuit over Dozier’s treatment 
behind bars that he had tried 
several methods to kill himself 
in recent months, including at¬ 
tempting to obtain drops of a 
deadly drug on a piece of paper 
sent through prison mail. 

The filings were in a lawsuit 
that challenged Dozier’s housing 
on suicide watch in an isolation 
cell. 

The state insisted the isolation 


was to protect Dozier from self- 
harm, but his lawyers argued he 
was deteriorating due to uncon¬ 
stitutional treatment. They said 
he was denied prison yard recre¬ 
ation time and the ability to read, 
communicate with his family 
or effectively consult with legal 
counsel. 

Dozier’s lawyers also revealed 
that he apparently cut his neck and 
wrist with a razor in October. 

Prison officials reported that 
Dozier somehow obtained razor 
blades behind bars and that they 
had intercepted mail from Doz¬ 
ier’s sister with instructions on 
how to cut the jugular vein in his 
neck. 

Dozier was not on suicide watch 
Saturday, Santina said. He was 
found at 4:35 p.m. at the prison in 
Ely, about 250 miles north of Las 
Vegas. 
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Residents of rundown Baltimore neighborhoods living among the ruins of a city in decline 


By David McFadden 

Associated Press 

BALTIMORE 

aShelle Rollins’ rental house in West Baltimore is 
wedged between a line of derelict properties val¬ 
ued only by street gangs, drug addicts and fire¬ 
fighters conducting arson drills. And even though 
her family’s $700-a-month address sits across from a pub¬ 
lic school, they are among the only occupants of this deso¬ 
late block. 

Life in an emptied-out, rundown cityscape is a slog, and 
Rollins is worn out by all of it: the sounds of late-night in¬ 
terlopers stomping down the stairs of a musty wreck next 
door; a constant fear of fire set by vandals; the social iso¬ 
lation; the rats. With no faith in a prompt police response, 
they keep a baseball bat at the ready. 

“It’s like we’re a forgotten population,” said Rollins, a 
Baltimore native who’s studying for a community college 
degree that she hopes will get her family out of this gloomy 
neighborhood — maybe even out of the city that part of her 
still loves. 

The black woman with a bright-eyed daughter, Arrianna, 
6, and a husband on disability isn’t the only one with leaving 
on her mind. At a time when rival cities are gaining popu¬ 
lation, Baltimore’s decadeslong disappearing act is only 
continuing. 

In 1950, Baltimore was America’s sixth-most populous 
city, with nearly a million residents, many employed by 
Bethlehem Steel. Over decades, with factories closed and 
“white flight” in the 1960s and ’70s followed by waves of 
“black flight,” it’s shrunk to the country’s 30th-largest, a 
loss of nearly 350,000 people. 

According to U.S. Census estimates, Baltimore led all 
American cities in population loss for the last two years 
running. Census figures indicate the city saw more people 
leave its boundaries than Chicago, which also reported sig¬ 
nificant losses, even though Baltimore is only a quarter of 
its size. 

Even with job gains, stately historic districts and gleam¬ 
ing waterfront areas, Baltimore overall has about the same 
population today as it did 100 years ago. Only 17 of Balti¬ 
more’s 55 communities gained households between 2010 
and 2016, according to the Baltimore Neighborhood Indica¬ 
tors Alliance. Many are in the city’s prosperous and mostly 
white areas. 

Maryland’s biggest city is hardly alone in dealing with 
issues of urban decay. Nationwide, places like Detroit 
and Newark, N. J., have struggled with similar problems. 
Out of 33 U.S. cities with populations larger than 500,000, 
only Baltimore and Detroit have seen overall declines 
since 2010. 

But Baltimore’s sea of vacant lots and roughly 16,000 un¬ 
inhabitable row homes with weeds growing out of boarded- 



LaShelle Rollins and her daughter, Arrianna, 6, pose for 
a photo in front of boarded-up row homes on their block 
in the Harlem Park neighborhood of Baltimore. 

up windows have proven especially intractable in racially 
segregated, deeply poor areas. Housing researchers say 
some 20,000 other city properties are unoccupied and pose 
a risk of becoming crumbling shells. They largely sit in 
downtrodden swaths of West and East Baltimore. 

Those predominantly black neighborhoods with a con¬ 
centration of derelict buildings offer ghostly scenes: a si¬ 
lenced piano coated in chipped paint, bowed floors with 
stacks of pulpy notebooks, an entire row house given way to 
a tree bursting through its roof. Scavengers can easily get 
inside boarded-up properties to wrench pipes from walls. 


I say a prayer every day we walk 
out the door and face those empty 
houses: God, please keep us safe, f 

LaShelle Rollins 

resident of the Harlem Park neighborhood of Baltimore 


Criminals stash contraband there. 

“There are whole sections of our city that look like 1980s 
Beirut,” said Carol Ott, a Baltimore tenants’ rights advocate 
who has helped bring the punishing scope of the decades- 
old problem to light. 

Despite political rhetoric to the contrary, policymakers 
have often ignored the deterioration as fewer households 
meant a smaller tax base. Meanwhile, speculators bought 
cut-rate row homes and sat on them, waiting for a payday. 

But Michael Braverman, the energetic director of Balti¬ 
more’s Department of Housing and Community Develop¬ 
ment since 2017, is confident the city is turning a corner. 
Braverman said city government is focused on stabilizing 
and revitalizing neighborhoods that can grow and on build¬ 
ing from areas of strength. 

Disenfranchised areas are expected to see new invest¬ 
ment via federal “opportunity zones” and a public-private 
Neighborhood Impact Investment Fund created by Mayor 
Catherine Pugh last year, in part with $55 million from 
city-owned garages. Other grants and funds aim to boost 
affordable housing and foster what Pugh touts as an inclu¬ 
sive “new era of neighborhood investment.” 

Ramped-up demolition aims to increase odds of rede¬ 
velopment. Entire blighted blocks are slated for demolition 
through Project CORE, a $75 million initiative to raze a 
chunk of the city’s 16,000 uninhabitable buildings — a total 
that’s stayed constant for years. Gov. Larry Hogan unveiled 
Project CORE in 2016, eight months after a young black 
man’s death in police custody thrust the city into chaos. 

“Whether Baltimore is on the right track to inclusive 
economic growth, I am not sure,” said Alan Berube, an 
expert on metro U.S. economies at the Brookings Institu¬ 
tion. “I know the city’s leadership is focused on these is¬ 
sues. They’re battling a decadeslong legacy of racial and 
economic segregation, industrial change and transformed 
consumer preferences.” 

Many citizens living in neighborhoods crushed by de¬ 
cades of neglect remain skeptical. They’ve seen numerous 
government plans to combat blight come and go. Some fear 
success could breed gentrification, which could push them 
out. 

But in West Baltimore’s Harlem Park, Rollins is among 
those watching the urban deterioration all around them 
with indignation, exasperated that her child is growing 
up in a harsh environment with no easy escape hatch. She 
wants to see some genuine transformation, not cosmetic 
brushstrokes. She’s concerned about the psychological im¬ 
pact of living amid ruins. 

“People around here want real changes, real opportuni¬ 
ties,” she said, watching her little girl play in the yard of 
her public school. “I say a prayer every day we walk out 
the door and face those empty houses: God, please keep us 
safe.” 


















Page 10 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, January 7,2019 


NATION 


Deadly disease plagues Va. wild ponies 


Island infection 
has claimed 7 
in famed herd 

By Steve Hendrix 

The Washington Post 

CHINCOTEAGUE NATION¬ 
AL WILDLIFE REFUGE, Va. 
— In the cold months, this barrier 
island is a place of austere still¬ 
ness, its famed wild ponies graz¬ 
ing along brown marshes, their 
long faces reflecting in waters 
often skimmed in ice, their sea¬ 
sonally shaggy coats flickering in 
the chill breeze. 

But the offseason calm covers 
foreboding anxiety. There is a 
danger lurking, literally, under¬ 
foot. In recent months, seven of 
the horses have picked up a fun¬ 
gus-like infection in their hoofs 
and legs, probably by stepping 
in contaminated wetlands. Seven 
have die d, including four that were 
euthanized last month at a field 
hospital set up to treat them on 
the Chincoteague Fairgrounds. 

“Shadow, Lightning, Calceti’n 
and Elusive Star, as well as the 
others, received the very best 
care money could buy,” Denise 
Bowden, a spokeswoman for the 
Chincoteague Volunteer Fire 
Co., which manages the herd, an¬ 
nounced on Facebook. “They just 
couldn’t fight this off.” 

Managers of the herd worry 
that warmer weather will bring 
yet more infections and, potential¬ 
ly, a serious threat to the beloved 
ponies, one of the region’s iconic 
tourist draws and a feature of the 
Virginia coast for centuries. 

“We’re not panicking, but 
we’ve never faced a situation 
like this before,” Bowden said as 
vets were still trying to save the 
last four ponies the week before 
Christmas. “It’s been very, very 
trying.” 

Most of the 150 or so horses 
roam loose in different parts 
of the refuge. But Bowden was 
standing next to a pen where 
several late-born ponies were 
spending their first winter with 
their mothers. Sheltering from 
the offshore breeze behind a line 
of bush, the gangly little foals 
alternately dozed in the sun and 
nudged the mares for milk. 

A group of three adult horses 
grazed in an adjacent enclosure, 
newly arrived gifts from Chin¬ 
coteague pony raisers wanting to 
replace some of the recently lost 
animals. 

In the middle of the compound 
is a long shed newly fitted with 
canvas sides. Inside, the four re¬ 
maining infected animals were 
being seen regularly by two 
herd veterinarians. Before their 
deaths, about 20 volunteers from 
the fire company tended to their 
daily needs, which included re¬ 
moving and burning the stable 
muck. 

“Sometimes they just sit in 
there talking to the horses,” 
Bowden said. “Some of these folks 
are exhausting themselves.” 



Photos by Matt McCLAiN/The Washington Post 


A wild pony is reflected in the water at Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge. 



Wild ponies graze across 4,000 acres of refuge and mostly roam 
unmonitored. 


The unexpected malady is 
pythiosis, an infection typically 
caused when a horse steps in 
water carrying a fungus-like or¬ 
ganism known as Pythium insid- 
iosum. Pathogens can enter small 
cuts or abrasions and, in some 
horses, create itchy, swelling le¬ 
sions that will eventually become 
tumorlike growths. Untreated, 
the infection is invariably fatal. 

The disease, sometimes known 
as swamp cancer, strikes mostly 
horses and dogs and has long 
been known in subtropical areas, 
including Florida. But cases are 
becoming more common in high¬ 
er latitudes in recent years, with 
some reported as far north as 
Minnesota. 

“It’s an emerging disease,” said 
Richard Hansen, a research vet¬ 
erinarian in Oklahoma working 
on a vaccine and new treatments 
for pythiosis. “It seems to be 
moving north with the changing 
climate.” 

There have been occasional 
unconfirmed cases of the disease 
among Chincoteague ponies over 
the years, according to Charles 
Cameron, the herd’s primary vet¬ 
erinarian for 29 years. But he’s 
seen nothing like the spate that 
began two years ago and spiked 


significantly last autumn. 

It was in late summer 2016 
when volunteers spotted a mare 
with small sores above her hoofs. 
Blood tests would confirm py¬ 
thiosis and, caught early, it was 
successfully treated. But finding 
it at that initial stage may have 
been rare luck, as the ponies 
roam largely unmonitored over 
more than 4,000 acres. 

In 2017, two more infected 
animals were found with more 
advanced infections and, despite 
aggressive treatment, both died. 

Last year, one was successfully 
treated in the spring, Cameron 
said. But then started a grisly run. 
In late August, volunteers spotted 
a 13-year-old mare, Lyra, with 
suspect lesions. Several other 
cases were diagnosed in the fall, 
prompting managers to set up 
an intensive treatment regimen 
that has included immunother¬ 
apy and, in some cases, cutting 
away infected tissue surgically. 
The group has spent more than 
$25,000 on treatments. 

“When you don’t catch it early, 
it’s just out of control,” Cameron 
said of the rapid growth of the tu¬ 
morlike tissue. “It’s like a brain 
growing on their fetlock.” 

At one point, hopes grew that at 



Michael Dixon, of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, helps 
manage visitor services at the 
Chincoteague refuge. 

least some of the horses could be 
saved. But secondary infections 
set in and the pythiosis seemed 
to return in some cases. One pony 
died in October, another on Dec. 
3. Two weeks later, Lyra was eu¬ 
thanized after she was no longer 
able to stand. 

“It’s horrible,” Bowden said. 
“I’ve seen grown men bawl like 
babies when we have to put a 
horse down.” 

It would be hard to overstate 
the cultural and economic role 
the horses have played here for 
centuries. They are long-feral 
descendants of domesticated live¬ 
stock, and local legend has it that 
they first swam ashore as refu¬ 
gees from a foundering Spanish 
ship in the 1600s. 

Biologists, though, say they are 
more likely remnants of animals 
introduced by mainland settlers. 

Whatever the origin story, they 
have long been a defining feature 
of island life, cared for by folks, 
like Bowden, who grew up with 
them on Chincoteague and be¬ 
loved by visitors from around the 
world, including many entranced 
by the 1947 children’s classic 
“Misty of Chincoteague.” 

With about 1.3 million visitors 
a year, the herd is a 150-horse- 


power economic engine that 
keeps the refuge near the top of 
Virginia’s most popular tourist 
destinations. 

The geography of the ponies 
can be confusing. Chincoteague 
is an island of motels and houses. 
But the Chincoteague Wildlife 
Refuge, where the horses spend 
most of their time grazing, is ac¬ 
tually on Assateague, an undevel¬ 
oped island just across a narrow 
saltwater channel. (The flip-flop 
comes from a tradition of naming 
such federal facilities after the 
nearest post office.) 

The horses have a permit that 
lets them roam across the ref¬ 
uge in three fenced areas. Three 
times a year, they are rounded 
up and corralled for veterinary 
care. 

And each July, as tens of thou¬ 
sands look on, they are driven 
across the channel at low tide for 
an auction that keeps the herd’s 
numbers in line and raises money 
for the fire company. 

The fame of the herd has proved 
to be an asset as the local veteri¬ 
narians reach out to experts for 
help in addressing the outbreak. 
Robert Glass, a Texas-based re¬ 
searcher, has been providing his 
new immunotherapy drugs free 
of charge. 

“He read ‘Misty’ as a kid,” 
Cameron said. 

And Hansen, who hopes to 
secure final government ap¬ 
proval for his company’s pythio¬ 
sis vaccine in 2019, is seeking 
permission to vaccinate the Chin¬ 
coteague herd even sooner on an 
experimental basis, a prospect 
that Cameron hailed as their 
best chance to avoid a bigger 
epidemic. 

An effective vaccine would 
protect the herd, but it wouldn’t 
clear the pathogen from the natu¬ 
ral habitat, Hansen said, espe¬ 
cially with more infected horses 
spreading it from pool to pool. 

Still, the keepers of the po¬ 
nies want the refuge to take ac¬ 
tion, including clearing away old 
barbed wire that can be exposed 
by storms and increase the risk 
of cuts. The organism can’t pen¬ 
etrate healthy skin. 

Refuge officials said they were 
in contact with the herd manag¬ 
ers and were exploring steps they 
could take. No other animals have 
been found with the infection, 
they said. 

“There’s a lot we don’t know,” 
said Michael Dixon, the refuge’s 
visitor services manager. “But 
we’re partners, and we’ll do what 
partners need to do.” 

He was walking on Assateague 
near a patch of bristly pine trunks 
denuded by a recent pine beetle 
infestation. It’s not easy living 
for anything on an island that, in 
biological terms, ranks as an ex¬ 
treme habitat. 

Not far away stood a group of 
the refuge’s most famous resi¬ 
dents, casting long shadows in the 
winter sun. The stallion and three 
mares picked for greens amid the 
cold, dormant marsh grass, graz¬ 
ing their way through a season of 
uncertainty. 
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UK’s May promises 
Brexit vote as she 
seeks to woo critics 



French Cardinal Philippe Barbarin, shown leading a mass for migrants on April 3, 2016, in Lyon, France, 
goes on trial Monday in connection with a church pedophile scandal. 

Cardinal's trial comes amid 
calls for reckoning in France 


By Nicolas Vaux-Montagny 

Associated. Press 

LYON, France — The Roman 
Catholic Church faces another 
public reckoning when a French 
cardinal goes on trial Monday 
for his alleged failure to report a 
pedophile priest who confessed 
to preying on Boy Scouts and 
whose victims want to hold one of 
France’s highest church figures 
accountable. 

Nine alleged victims of the Rev. 
Bernard Preynat have summoned 
Cardinal Philippe Barbarin, 68, 
as a defendant in France’s most 
prominent clergy sex abuse case 
yet. Another archbishop, a bishop 
and the Vatican official in charge 
of sex abuse cases also are among 
the defendants ordered to court 
in the southeastern city of Lyon to 
answer allegations of a cover-up. 

Barbarin sought counsel on 
how to handle abuse accusations 
against Preynat from the Vatican 
official, Cardinal Luis Ladaria, 
who recommended disciplinary 
measures while “avoiding a pub- 


Associated Press 

MADRID — Spain’s maritime 
rescue service says it has saved 
549 migrants trying to cross the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The service says its craft inter¬ 
cepted six small smuggling boats 
carrying a total of 350 migrants 
on Saturday in waters east of the 
Strait of Gibraltar. 

On Sunday another 199 mi¬ 
grants were pulled from five dif¬ 
ferent boats, including two tiny 
inflatable boats meant for small 


lie scandal.” However, Ladaria 
won’t be present during the three- 
day trial since the Vatican has in¬ 
voked his diplomatic immunity. 

It could not extend the same 
protection to Barbarin, the arch¬ 
bishop of Lyon since 2002. 

Barbarin, who maintains his 
innocence, encouraged Preynat’s 
alleged victims to take their re¬ 
ports of being abused during the 
1970s and 1980s to judicial au¬ 
thorities. Preynat, who is in his 
70s, wrote letters to some fami¬ 
lies confessing the abuse and is 
to be tried separately on sexual 
violence charges involving 10 
children. 

The victims’ allegation of a 
cover-up that allowed Preynat to 
be in contact with children until 
his 2015 retirement was thrown 
out in 2016 for insufficient evi¬ 
dence. They took the matter into 
their own hands and put it back 
on the docket through a direct ap¬ 
proach available as a recourse in 
France. 

The difficulty in bringing the 
case to trial reflects the challeng- 


bodies of water or near the beach. 
One of those tiny recreational 
boats was carrying four children. 
The other was packed with 10 
adults. 

The United Nations refugee 
agency estimates that 2,262 mi¬ 
grants died while crossing the 
Mediterranean in 2018. 

The European Union’s border 
agency says that 57,000 migrants 
reached Spain last year, double 
the figure for 2017. That is par¬ 
tially due to the fact that Italy, 


es that victims of clergy abuse en¬ 
counter. It also comes as demands 
are soaring for a public reckoning 
for both abusers and those in the 
church hierarchy who hid such 
acts. 

For his part, Barbarin “ex¬ 
pects to be acquitted,” his lawyer, 
Jean-Felix Luciani, said in an 
interview. 

He said his client “never ob¬ 
structed justice” because the 
statute of limitations had passed 
on the acts in question by the time 
Barbarin was informed. 

If found guilty of failing to re¬ 
port the priest’s actions, the defen¬ 
dants could face up to three years 
in prison and a $51,300 fine. 

A Catholic priest claimed he 
was punished by church leaders 
in France after he gathered more 
than 100,000 signatures for a pe¬ 
tition urging Barbarin to resign 
over his handling of the Preynat 
case. The Rev. Pierre Vignon 
said he was told he’ll no longer be 
considered for the church court 
where he has served as a judge 
since 2002. 


Malta and other EU nations have 
been refusing to let aid boats full 
of rescued migrants dock at their 
ports. 

Overall, however, unauthorized 
border crossings into Europe hit 
a five-year low in 2018. 

On Sunday, Pope Francis ap¬ 
pealed to European leaders to 
show concrete solidarity to 49 mi¬ 
grants stranded aboard a pair of 
rescue vessels. 

In his St. Peter’s Square ad¬ 
dress, Francis noted that the 


Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Theresa May said Sun¬ 
day that a delayed vote in Par¬ 
liament on her Brexit deal will 
“definitely” go ahead later this 
month, as she promised to set out 
measures to win over skeptical 
lawmakers. 

May told the BBC that in the 
coming days she will give more 
details about measures address¬ 
ing Northern Ireland and concern 
over the Irish border. 

She also promised a greater 
role for Parliament in negotia¬ 
tions over future trade relations 
with the European Union as a 
sweetener and added that “we are 
still working on” getting extra as¬ 
surances from Brussels to secure 
domestic support for her deal. 

May struck a withdrawal 
agreement with the EU in No¬ 
vember, but that deal needs Par¬ 
liament’s approval. In December, 
May decided to postpone a par¬ 
liamentary vote intended to ratify 
the agreement at the last minute 
after it became clear that it would 
be overwhelmingly defeated in 
the House of Commons. 

Lawmakers are resuming de¬ 
bate on the deal Wednesday, with 
a vote expected to be held around 
Jan. 15. 

If the deal is voted down, Brit¬ 
ain risks crashing out of the EU 
on March 29 with no agreement 
in place, a messy outcome that 
could plunge the country into its 
worst recession for decades. 

May’s Brexit deal is unpopular 
with British lawmakers across 
the spectrum, and the main stick¬ 
ing point is the insurance policy 
known as the “backstop” — a 
measure that would keep the U.K. 
tied to EU customs rules in order 
to guarantee there is no hard 
border between the Republic of 
Ireland, an EU member, and the 
U.K.’s Northern Ireland, which 
won’t belong to the bloc after 
Brexit. 

EU officials have insisted that 
the withdrawal agreement can’t 
be renegotiated, although they 
also stressed that the backstop 
was meant only as a temporary 
measure of last resort. 

As part of her efforts to win 
support for her deal, May on 


migrants, rescued in the Medi¬ 
terranean Sea, have been waiting 
for days for permission for a safe 
port to let them disembark. The 
crowd applauded his words. 

As policy, Italy’s populist gov¬ 
ernment has refused to let private 
aid vessels disembark migrants, 
rescued from human traffick¬ 
ers’ unseaworthy boats, in Italian 
ports. Malta is also refusing dis- 
embarkment but has allowed the 
two boats to enter its waters for 
fresh supplies. 



Yui Mok, PA/AP 


British Prime Minister Theresa 
May leaves BBC Broadcasting 
House in London after appearing 
in an interview on Sunday. 

Sunday reiterated that the agree¬ 
ment she negotiated was the only 
one that respects the 2016 refer¬ 
endum result, protects jobs and 
provides certainty to people and 
businesses. 

She warned in the Mail on Sun¬ 
day newspaper that critics of her 
Brexit deal risk damaging Brit¬ 
ain’s democracy and its economy 
by opposing her plan. 
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WORLD 


Russia 
brushes 
off talk 
of swap 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russia’s deputy 
foreign minister has brushed off 
suggestions that an American 
being held in Moscow on suspicion 
of spying could be exchanged for a 
Russian citizen. 

Paul Whelan, 48, a former U.S. 
Marine who also holds Canadi¬ 
an, British and Irish citizenship, 
was detained in Moscow in late 
December. His arrest has led to 
speculation that Russia could be 
using him to bargain for a Russian 
woman who has pleaded guilty to 
acting as a foreign agent in the 
United States. 

The brother of Paul Whelan told 
The Associated Press that he can’t 
help but question whether the 
events are connected. 

“You look at what’s going on 
and you wonder if this is just a 
large game of pieces being moved 
around,” David Whelan told the 
AP via Skype from Newmarket, 
Ontario. “You start to wonder if all 
of these things are connected. But 
at the same time, they could just 
be arbitrary events.” 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Sergei Ryabkov said Saturday 
that discussing a possible swap 
involving Whelan and Maria Bu¬ 
tina would be premature because 
Whelan hasn’t been formally 
charged, according to Russian 
news agencies. 

“As to the possibility of ex¬ 
changes of one sort of another, it’s 
impossible and incorrect to con¬ 
sider the question now when an 
official charge hasn’t even been 
presented,” Ryabkov was quoted 
as saying by state news agency 
RIA-Novosti. 

Some Russian news reports 
earlier cited unnamed sources as 
saying Whelan had been indicted 
on espionage charges that carry 
a possible prison sentence of 20 
years. Russian officials haven’t 
given details of Whelan’s suspect¬ 
ed activities, and he was initially 
identified only as an American. 
His concurrent Canadian, Brit¬ 
ish and Irish citizenships became 
known on Friday. 

U.S. Ambassador Jon Huntsman 
Jr. visited Whelan on Wednesday 
in Moscow’s Lefortovo Prison, 
a 130-year-old facility noted for 
strict conditions. Britain, Canada 
and Ireland have applied for con¬ 
sular access to him. 

Whelan was discharged from 
the Marines for bad conduct. He 
works as the global security di¬ 
rector for a U.S. automobile parts 
manufacturer and lives in Michi¬ 
gan. His family has said he was in 
Moscow to attend a wedding. 


Officials: Flash flood 
kills at least 30 Afghans 

KABUL, Afghanistan — At 
least 30 Afghan villagers search¬ 
ing for gold in a riverbed perished 
Sunday in a flash flood in north¬ 
eastern Badakhshan province, 
provincial officials said. 

Along with those killed, doz¬ 
ens were also injured as a land¬ 
slide and flash flood engulfed the 
river in the morning in Kohistan 
district, an area about 68 miles 
from Fayzabad, the capital of 
Badakhshan. 

Nek Mohammad Nazari, the 
spokesman for the provincial 
governor, said the villagers had 
dug deep in the river, which had 
in the past been mined for gold, 
when they were caught in the 
flash flood. The casualty num¬ 
bers could rise, he said. 

In rare move, king of 
Malaysia abdicates 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
— Malaysian King Sultan Mu¬ 
hammad V abdicated on Sunday 
in an unexpected move, after just 
two years on the throne. 

The palace said in a statement 
that the ruler, 49, had resigned 
as Malaysia’s 15th king, cutting 
short his five-year term. No rea¬ 
son was given in the statement. 

It marked the first abdication 
in the nation’s history. 

Sultan Muhammad V, ruler of 
northeast Kelantan state, took 
his oath of office in December 
2016, becoming one of Malaysia’s 
youngest constitutional mon- 
archs. He is said to have married 
a former Russian beauty queen, 
25, in November while on a two- 
month medical leave. 

High avalanche risk 
in Alps; 1 skier dead 

BERLIN — Authorities are 
warning of a high risk of ava¬ 
lanches on the northern side of 
the Alps after a female skier died 
in Bavaria. 

German police said Sunday 
that the woman, 20, was buried in 
an avalanche Saturday on Mount 
Teisen, near the Austrian bor¬ 
der. Her five companions were 
unharmed. 

Heavy snowfall has blanketed 
parts of southern Germany, Aus¬ 
tria and Switzerland in recent 
days. Authorities have closed 
some roads and rail lines due to 
avalanche risk, while airports in 
the region have struggled to clear 
the large amount of fresh snow. 

Tuna goes for $3M at 
sale in Tokyo market 

TOKYO — A 612-pound bluefin 
tuna sold for a record $3 million 
at the first auction of 2019 after 
Tokyo’s famed Tsukiji market 
was moved to a new site on the 
city’s waterfront. 

The winning bid for the prized 
but threatened species at the pre¬ 
dawn auction Saturday was more 
than double the 2013 annual New 
Year auction. 

It was paid by Kiyomura Corp., 
whose owner, Kiyoshi Kimura, 
runs the Sushi Zanmai chain. 
Kimura has won the annual auc¬ 
tion numerous times in the past. 

From The Associated Press 




A Congolese independent electoral commission official naps as 
presidential election at a local results compilation center in Kinshasa, 


tallied for the 
i, Congo, on Sunday. 


Congo postpones announcing 
results of presidential election 


By Mathilde Boussion 

Associated Press 

KINSHASA, Congo — The 
announcement of the results of 
the Congo’s presidential election 
has been postponed, the coun¬ 
try’s top electoral official said. 

The winner of the Dec. 30 
election will not be made public 
Sunday as expected, the head of 
the national electoral commis¬ 
sion, Corneille Nangaa, told The 
Associated Press. 

The postponement in an¬ 
nouncing the winner may 
increase tensions, as some Con¬ 
golese see it as a way for Presi¬ 
dent Joseph Kabila’s ruling 
party to manipulate the results 
in order to cling to power. 

The Catholic Church, an in¬ 
fluential voice in this strongly 
Catholic nation, said it already 
knows there is a clear victor, 
according to data reported by 
its 40,000 election observers 
deployed in polling stations. 
The church named the winner 
and urged the electoral com¬ 
mission to announce accurate 
results. 

The government has already 
cut internet access across the 
vast Central African country 
to prevent any speculation on 
social media about who might 
have won the election. 

Congo faces what could be 
its first democratic, peaceful 
transfer of power since indepen¬ 
dence from Belgium in 1960. 
Election observers and the op¬ 
position have raised concerns 
about voting irregularities as 
the country chooses a succes¬ 
sor to longtime ruler Kabila, 
although a landslide win by one 
of the opposition candidates 
could remove any doubts that 
the election was skewed to the 
ruling party’s candidate. 

The United States and the 
African Union, among others, 
have urged Congo to release 
results that reflect the true 


will of the people. The U.S. has 
threatened sanctions against 
those who undermine the dem¬ 
ocratic process. Western elec¬ 
tion observers were not invited 
to watch the vote. 

While Congo has been largely 
calm on and after the Dec. 30 
vote, President Donald Trump 
informed House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi that about 80 military 
personnel and “appropriate 
combat equipment” had been 
deployed to neighboring Gabon 
to support the security of U.S. 
citizens, staffers and diplomatic 
facilities. More will be deployed 
as needed to Gabon, Congo or 
neighboring Republic of Congo, 
he wrote. 

Ahead of the vote, the U.S. 
ordered “nonemergency” gov¬ 
ernment employees and family 
members to leave the country. 

Congo’s ruling party, which 
backs Kabila’s preferred can¬ 
didate, Emmanuel Ramazani 
Shadary, has called the church’s 
attitude “irresponsible and 
anarchist.” 

Leading opposition candidate 
Martin Fayulu, a businessman 
and lawmaker, has accused 
Congolese authorities of imped¬ 
ing his campaign. His campaign 
manager, Pierre Lumbi, on 


Saturday accused the electoral 
commission of being “in the 
process of postponing the publi¬ 
cation of the results.” 

The delay is due to the slow 
compilation of the results by 
electoral officials. By Friday 
evening, the commission had 
compiled only 44 percent of re¬ 
sults, said Jean-Pierre Kalam- 
ba, adding that the process had 
been slowed by the requirement 
that only manually counted bal¬ 
lots could be used. 

At stake is a vast country rich 
in the minerals that power the 
world’s mobile phones and lap¬ 
tops yet is desperately underde¬ 
veloped. Some 40 million people 
were registered to vote, although 
at the last minute, about 1 mil¬ 
lion voters were barred by the 
electoral commission, which 
cited a deadly Ebola virus out¬ 
break in eastern Congo. 

The eastern region is an oppo¬ 
sition center, and critics said the 
disenfranchisement of voters 
there undermines the election’s 
credibility. 

The presidential election took 
place more than two years be¬ 
hind schedule, and a court ruled 
that Kabila could stay in office 
until the vote was held. 


Congolese police officers rest as they await the results. 
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By Megan McArdle 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
urs is an uneasy age. Social mores 
are changing so fast that people in 
their early 30s have started mut¬ 
tering about the “kids these days.” 
Formerly safe corners of the economy are 
being swept bare, so that even people with 
good, steady jobs are anxious about how 
long they’ll be able to keep them. In nation 
after nation, politics are in turmoil. 

The political upheaval is generally 
chalked up to those other changes. But they 
may all be symptoms of one mega-change: 
the dramatic alteration in communication 
technology. The internet revolution has 
turbocharged formerly leisurely processes 
of economic and social change, while al¬ 
lowing insurgent political movements to 
bypass the gatekeepers of the old system. 

There’s no telling how long it will take 
for the system to work itself back to some 
sort of equilibrium, or what the new nor¬ 
mal will look like. But the broad outlines of 
an interim politics are starting to emerge. 

Start with where things stand now. 
Throughout the developed world, left-wing 
parties are struggling as their old working- 
class voters defect, not to other left-wing 
parties, but to right-wing upstarts that are 
less economically conservative than the 
establishment right yet far more conserva¬ 
tive on questions of territorial and cultural 
integrity. 

The left has made up some of those 
losses with increasingly numerous (or at 
least group-identified) ethnic and sexual 


By Hal Brands 

Bloomberg Opinion 

T he new year has opened old rifts 
in the Republican Party. Before 
he was even seated in the Senate, 
Mitt Romney wrote a Washington 
Post op-ed column attacking the unpres- 
idential behavior of President Donald 
Trump. Romney’s blast fueled speculation 
about a primary challenge to the presi¬ 
dent (although Romney himself later said 
that he had no plans to aim for the White 
House), and it attracted the vitriol of 
Trump and his supporters. Yet the foreign 
policy implications of Romney’s broadside 
are equally important, because they re¬ 
veal a high-stakes struggle for the soul of 
Republican statecraft. 

In publicly taking on the leader of his 
own party, Romney appears to be pursu¬ 
ing two worthy foreign policy goals. The 
first is to position himself as heir to John 
McCain as the congressional conscience 
of U.S. diplomacy. In his later years, Mc¬ 
Cain was treated as a quasi-head of state 
when he traveled abroad, in part because 
of his influence as chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, in part be¬ 
cause of his longevity and reputation as a 
tireless advocate for U.S. internationalism, 
and in part because he was willing to con¬ 
demn Trump’s America First ideas (if not, 
usually, the president himself). His death 
left a void that has yet to be filled, even 
though an array of GOP senators — no¬ 
tably Lindsey Graham — have criticized 
Trump’s recent policy decisions such as 
pulling U.S. troops out of Syria. 

Romney’s op-ed represents his effort to 
fill that void. He laments the president’s 
characterization of U.S. engagement as 
a sucker bet, the declining international 
faith in American moral authority and dip¬ 
lomatic competence, the failure to support 
a united Europe and strengthen U.S. alli¬ 
ances, and so on. Even Trump’s domestic 
failings are framed as a geopolitical mat- 


minorities, and educated center-right vot¬ 
ers disgusted by the new populism. That is 
a clue to where politics are heading: away 
from the 20th-century orientation around 
economic class and toward a 21st-century 
focus on identity. 

Just as the 15th-century invention of the 
printing press reoriented European poli¬ 
tics toward religion in a way that was pre¬ 
viously unimaginable, the internet seems 
to have smashed not merely the old insti¬ 
tutions but the very idea — inherited from 
Karl Marx — that economic interests were 
the fundamental question of politics. In its 
place, we may get the Hundred Years’ Cul¬ 
ture War. 

This is, of course, a simplification. Iden¬ 
tity politics has been an important strand of 
American politics for as long as there has 
been an America to have politics, much as 
it has been elsewhere. But during the 20th 
century, discussion about identity tended 
to focus on access to economic resources: 
schools, social programs and discrimina¬ 
tion in hiring. These days, economic poli¬ 
cies are often explicitly framed in terms of 
their benefits to this or that identity group. 
Yet, political commentary is too often wed¬ 
ded to the old frame, trying to detect some 
underlying economic process at work. 
Thus, in the debate about issues such as 
immigration, we hear about the “economic 
immiseration” of the white working class. 

Why not just listen to what the politicians 
and their voters are saying? The record 
turnout of American voters in November’s 
midterm elections can’t be explained by 
recourse to any economic indicator. But 
the election can easily be explained as a 


ter. “To reassume our leadership in world 
politics,” Romney writes, “we must repair 
failings in our politics at home.” 

Second, and closely related, Romney 
is articulating a renewed Republican in¬ 
ternationalism based on opposition to 
aggressive authoritarian regimes. In fair¬ 
ness, the former presidential candidate 
is not a johnny-come-lately here. He de¬ 
serves credit for being anti-Russia before 
being anti-Russia was cool. And his op-ed 
is noteworthy because it argues that the 
fundamental challenge to U.S. and global 
security is the geopolitical and ideological 
revisionism of Moscow and Beijing. “The 
alternative to U.S. world leadership offered 
by China and Russia is autocratic, corrupt 
and brutal,” he writes. 

The U.S. cannot defeat the challenges 
posed by great-power competition if it 
retreats into narrow, xenophobic, self- 
isolating nationalism, Romney argues. 
If the nation is to preserve the relatively 
free, open and stable environment it has 
constructed, it must recommit to the alli¬ 
ances, democratic values and tradition of 
enlightened engagement that has served it 
so well in the past. The answer to a more 
dangerous world is not Trump’s America 
First agenda — it is a renewed American 
internationalism. 

This is indeed the right frame for U.S. 
foreign policy. As Charles Edel and I argue 
in our forthcoming book, the central cleav¬ 
age in global affairs is the divide between 
the U.S. and its largely democratic allies 
that want to preserve the existing global 
order, and the ambitious autocrats who 
want to remake it to their own advantage. 
There is little chance that the democrat¬ 
ic world will triumph in that struggle if 
America becomes a sullen, disruptive or 
downright destructive superpower. What 
is less certain is whether Romney’s vision 
of foreign policy will carry the day within 
the Republican Party. 

There are reasons for skepticism. Nei¬ 
ther Romney nor any other prominent 


Marxist class conflict — only it occurred 
between classes no longer organized 
around their place in the industrial pro¬ 
duction system. 

Instead, the dividing line appears to lie 
between the rooted and the mobile. On one 
side, migrants, and in some cases local 
ethnic minorities, ally with an educated 
professional elite that is, thanks to the in¬ 
ternet, looking increasingly like a single 
transnational community — with its own 
distinct set of cultural values and its own 
broad class interest. For these people, un¬ 
derstandably, cultural openness is the par¬ 
amount value, except, of course, openness 
to values and ideas that might constrain 
mobility or cultural change. 

On the other side are people whose per¬ 
sonal lives and fortunes are both rooted in 
a particular community and its singular 
way of life: the ethnic-majority rural and 
industrial workers, the orthodox religious 
minorities. For these people, understand¬ 
ably, change and openness aren’t happy 
words, because those qualities will often 
erode their most important asset. 

A politics of mobility is likely to be in 
many ways more intractable than a politics 
of economics, because it is going to tap into 
deep-seated tribal instincts in a way that, 
say, national health care does not. And 
while nearly everything else seems to have 
globalized, politics have remained largely 
organized around particular places, so 
when it comes to winning elections, the 
rooted will have an edge over the mobile. 
Even where they don’t have a numerical 
majority, the rooted will be able to make 
the mobile uneasy for years to come. 


GOP internationalist has the institutional 
heft McCain had in the Senate or the global 
stature he possessed. And it is always dif¬ 
ficult for senators to exert strong foreign 
policy leadership against a president from 
their own party — especially one, like 
Trump, who remains popular with the 
GOP base and shows little hesitation about 
using that popularity as a cudgel against 
his political enemies. 

The good news is that Romney is not 
alone in this campaign. Nikki Haley used 
her perch at the United Nations to make 
similar arguments, focusing on the impor¬ 
tance of promoting American values and 
resisting the depredations of authoritarian 
regimes, even as she worked carefully to 
limit the daylight between the president 
and herself. Sen. Ben Sasse of Nebraska 
has been similarly outspoken in arguing 
for free trade, support for allies and other 
longstanding pillars of U.S. statecraft. 
What these Republicans — and a number 
of conservative intellectuals — have in 
common is that they are trying to make 
sure that the GOP remains committed to 
American internationalism after Trump 
departs the scene. 

It’s important not to give anyone too 
much credit for one op-ed, of course. But 
all those — whether Republicans or Demo¬ 
crats — who worry that Trump is undoing 
much of what has made U.S. foreign policy 
effective in the past ought to be glad that 
Romney has chosen to pick this fight. U.S. 
internationalism has persisted for so long 
because it has been supported by both 
major political parties. If it is to survive for 
several more decades — or even several 
more years — it will need more champions 
who refuse to let Trump be the voice of Re¬ 
publican foreign policy. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Hal Brands is 
the Henry Kissinger Distinguished Professor at 
Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced 
International Studies and senior fellow at the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 
Most recently, he is the co-author of “The Lessons 
of Tragedy: Statecraft and World Order.” 
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OPINION _ 

UK clings to imperial nostalgia as Brexit looms 


By Ishaan Tharoor 

The Washington Post 

B ritish Prime Minister Theresa 
May may be on her last legs. Last 
month, she delayed a parliamen¬ 
tary vote on her much-maligned 
Brexit deal with Brussels, fearing it would 
go down in flames — and take her govern¬ 
ment with it. Several weeks later, the deal 
is still in limbo, saddled with fatal prob¬ 
lems no one seems to be able to solve. 

Now the March deadline for Britain’s 
withdrawal from the European Union is 
looming, and the chances are rising that 
no deal will be reached. A “no-deal” Brexit 
would be a significant blow to the British 
economy, creating chaos at the country’s 
ports and even raising the prospect of 
shortages of medicines and other goods. 

But as potential havoc draws near, May’s 
government seems to have its attention 
elsewhere. Burdened by their deliberations 
with Europe, key Cabinet ministers are in¬ 
stead trying to woo support from Britain’s 
former colonies. 

In an interview published last month by 
the Telegraph, a British newspaper with 
a Tory-friendly line, Defense Secretary 
Gavin Williamson offered a grandiose vi¬ 
sion of a “global” post-Brexit Britain re¬ 
suming a central place in world affairs. 

“This is our biggest moment as a nation 
since the end of the Second World War, 
when we can recast ourselves in a differ¬ 
ent way, we can actually play the role on 
the world stage that the world expects us to 
play,” Williamson said. He added that being 
free of Brussels would allow Westminster 
to “quite dramatically” shift focus, even 
saying that May’s government was plan¬ 


ning on opening two new military bases in 
the Caribbean and Southeast Asia. 

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt made 
similar noises during a trip to Southeast 
Asia last week. He pointed to Britain’s 
historic — that is, colonial — ties to an arc 
of nations stretching from New Zealand 
to Malaysia. “Those connections are why 
Britain’s post-Brexit role should be to act as 
an invisible chain linking together the de¬ 
mocracies of the world,” said Hunt, “those 
countries which share our values and sup¬ 
port our belief in free trade, the rule of law 
and open societies.” 

Williamson and Hunt are hardly the first 
British officials to see the country’s post- 
Brexit future through the lens of the past. 
Imperial nostalgia has always shadowed 
the push for Brexit. Diehard Brexiteers 
conjured visions of Britain restored to its 
former glory once free of the EU’s bureau¬ 
cratic shackles; government officials spoke 
of an “Empire 2.0,” anchored by new trade 
deals with Commonwealth countries. 

Even as Brexit teetered on the verge of 
collapse last month, the old colonial hubris 
wasn’t far from view. “We simply cannot 
allow the Irish to treat us like this,” an 
anonymous Tory grandee told the BBC, 
referring to Ireland’s maneuvering over 
the future status of its border with Brit¬ 
ain. “The Irish really should know their 
place.” 

Those convictions — as much as Brexi- 
teer anger over immigration and EU regu¬ 
lations — have long animated a segment of 
the British press and public. “After more 
than four decades in the EU we are in 
danger of persuading ourselves that we 
have forgotten how to run the country by 
ourselves,” noted a recent editorial in the 


Burdened by their 
deliberations with Europe, 
key Cabinet ministers 
are instead trying to woo 
support from Britain’s 
former colonies. 


Sunday Times. “A people who within living 
memory governed a quarter of the world’s 
land area and a fifth of its population is 
surely capable of governing itself without 
Brussels.” 

But along with imperial nostalgia comes 
a fair amount of delusion. If Brexit takes 
place with no deal, Britain’s politicians 
won’t have the luxury to launch new proj¬ 
ects away from Europe. They’ll be bogged 
down by a seemingly endless bureaucratic 
and political struggle with the continent, 
wrangling over everything from finalized 
trade arrangements to Britain’s border 
with Ireland to the status of hundreds of 
thousands of EU citizens on British soil. 

Nor will Britain’s small military count 
for much, no matter where it is posted. 
“Symbolic frigates and infantry battal¬ 
ions scattered across the territories of the 
old British empire may comfort golf club 
Tories, and pander to service traditions, 
but they are strategically worthless,” Paul 
Mason wrote in the New Statesman. 

Mason argued that rather than speaking 
airily of the country’s global reach, British 
leadership ought to focus specifically on 
the security challenges of jihadism and the 


new threats posed by Russia. The country 
“should be a major regional player in the 
defense of Europe against destabilization 
and of our own society against terrorism,” 
he wrote. 

But that requires greater cooperation 
with — not independence from — the rest 
of Europe. 

“The ‘Global Britain’ narrative is meant 
to meet the British public’s great power 
expectations,” wrote Thibaud Harrois, a 
French academic at Sorbonne University 
in Paris, last year. “This narrative is far 
from supported by evidence, and post- 
Brexit foreign and defense policy confirms 
Britain’s already-growing isolation on the 
international stage.” 

With perhaps unintended irony, Hunt 
suggested that Britain should emulate one 
of its former colonies. His country could 
“learn lessons” from Singapore, he said, 
whose economic success has been driven 
by investment in education and infrastruc¬ 
ture. (Opponents growl that Conservatives 
like Singapore for other reasons — chiefly, 
its low taxes.) 

“The remarkable transformation of 
Singapore, from a tiny territory devoid of 
natural resources into the world’s eighth- 
richest country, is a reminder of the tidal 
shifts that can exist within the ebb and 
flow of the changing world order,” Hunt 
wrote in an op-ed before leaving for Asia. 

Critics would contend that the path Brit¬ 
ain is now traveling is sending it in the op¬ 
posite direction. 

Ishaan Tharoor writes about foreign affairs for 
The Washington Post. He previously was a senior 
editor and correspondent at Time magazine, 
based first in Hong Kong and later in New York. 


‘Blended’ retirement plan not as popular as projected 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

W ith passage of the new Blended 
Retirement System in 2016, 
the Defense Department’s 
Office of Actuary, assisted by 
computer modeling from the think tank 
Rand Corp., made some assumptions criti¬ 
cal to planning future military retirement 
cost obligations. 

More than 862,000 active-duty mem¬ 
bers and 202,000 drilling Reserve and Na¬ 
tional Guard personnel, actuaries forecast, 
would opt to leave their High-3 retirement 
plan for the BRS during a yearlong “open 
season” that ended Dec. 31. 

Turns out those projections were far too 
high. 

Near-final tallies of opt-in decisions for 
BRS (through Dec. 17) show only 280,000 
active-duty members and just over 72,000 
reserve component personnel chose to 
shift out of the High-3 plan. 

High-3 is the more generous retirement 
plan for members who serve 20 years or 
more year and earn its lifetime annuity. 
The BRS provides a 20 percent smaller an¬ 
nuity. But for the majority of servicemem- 
bers who don’t serve full-length careers, 
the BRS also provides a Thrift Savings 
Plan that is bolstered by government 
matching of member contributions. 

Assuming no extraordinary rush to 
switch plans in its final two weeks of the 
open season — before and after Christmas 
— the BRS opt-in results fell as much as 
two-thirds below projections for active- 
duty and reserve component forces. 

In July 2016, the Department of Defense 
Board of Actuaries, which is responsible 
for ensuring the DOD Military Retire¬ 
ment Fund is properly valued and actuari- 
ally sound, accepted Rand’s estimate that 
a total of 916,754 active-duty and reserve 
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component members would opt into the 
BRS when it became available. 

At the same time the board concluded 
future military retirement obligations for 
the department could be lowered by 2.9 
percent for the active force and 0.8 percent 
for reserve components, given the lower 
annuity formula for the BRS. 

DOD actuaries re-examined their esti¬ 
mates last year and raised the opt-in total 
by more than 100,000, to predict that 1.06 
million active-duty and reserve component 
members would choose to shift to the BRS 
during the open season. 

The opportunity to switch plans was 
opened to more than half of all active-duty 
and reserve component members. Active- 
duty members could switch if they had 
fewer than 12 years in as of Dec. 31, 2017. 
Reserve component members could do so 
if they had fewer than 4,320 drill points for 
retirement by that date. 

Members who entered service on or after 
Jan. 1, 2018, had no choice; BRS became 
their plan. Active-duty members who had 
more than 12 years and reservists with 
more than 4,320 retirement points by Dec. 
31, 2017, stayed under High-3. 

The BRS is called “blended” because it 
combines an immediate but smaller an¬ 
nuity after 20 or more years with a Thrift 
Savings Plan enhanced by government 
matching of member contributions. That 
401(k)-like nest egg can be rolled into a ci¬ 
vilian employer’s 401(k) benefit upon leav¬ 
ing service. 

Only 49 percent of new officers and 17 
percent of enlistees attain 20 years of ac¬ 
tive-duty service to be able to retire. Be¬ 
cause enhanced Thrift Savings helps that 


majority who leaves short of retirement 
eligibility, the BRS was expected to be a 
more popular option, particularly for en¬ 
listed members in their first or second en¬ 
listment and for officers completing initial 
service obligations. 

DOD actuaries predicted in their Mili¬ 
tary Valuation Report released in Decem¬ 
ber that the vast majority of active-duty 
officers and enlisted with fewer than 12 
years of service would opt into the BRS. 
Their opt-in assumption for active-duty 
members with one year of service, for ex¬ 
ample, was 85.5 percent for officers and 
95 percent for enlisted. Only for enlisted 
members past their 9th year of service, 
and for officers past their 10th year, did as¬ 
sumed opt-in rates fall below 50 percent. 

The blended retirement has two more dis¬ 
tinct features. There’s a one-time “continu¬ 
ation payment” payable by the 12th year of 
service, to be set at a minimum equal to 2 Vi 
months of basic pay for active-duty mem¬ 
bers who agree to serve four more years. 
The minimum is one-half month of active- 
duty pay for reserve component personnel 
who make the same deal. 

Also, the BRS allows those who reach re¬ 
tirement to receive in a lump sum either 25 
percent or 50 percent of the value of annui¬ 
ties payable until old age. The lump sum 
is designed to help a member buy a home, 
start a business or pay off debts in return 
for cutting his or her annuity by one quar¬ 
ter or half until age 67. 

Actuarial groups have railed against 
the lump-sum offer as an unfair choice for 
members who retire under the BRS, given 
the amount they would forfeit in total fu¬ 
ture benefits for the enticement of many 
thousands of dollars in cash. 

Whatever the reasons, the BRS features 
didn’t attract nearly the number of cur¬ 
rent force members that the actuaries and 


Rand computer modeling forecast. 

Through mid-December only 21.6 per¬ 
cent of active-duty soldiers eligible for 
the BRS switched from High-3, giving 
the Army the lowest opt-in rate of the four 
DOD military branches. The active-duty 
opt-in rate was 26.3 percent for Air Force, 
28.3 percent for Navy and a surprising 53.7 
percent for the Marine Corps. 

The BRS likely was far more attractive 
to Marines because their service keeps its 
career force proportionally smaller than 
do other service branches. A higher per¬ 
centage of Marines can serve only a tour or 
two before returning to civilian life. With 
the BRS, they will leave with heftier Thrift 
Savings Plan balances. 

Marine Corps Reserve also had a high¬ 
er opt-in rate to the BRS, at 37.6 percent 
compared to 8.4 percent for eligible Army 
National Guard members, 9.4 percent for 
Army Reserve, 10.1 percent for Navy Re¬ 
serve, 10.3 percent for Air Force Reserve 
and 10.6 percent among eligible Air Na¬ 
tional Guard members. 

The BRS opt-in rates for active-duty 
forces across the DOD was 29.2 percent 
through mid-December and 10.6 percent 
for reserve component forces. Those were 
far lower than anticipated. In fairness, the 
Defense Board of Actuaries, at the time it 
embraced Rand’s modeling estimates, said 
it did so reluctantly, concluding that “we 
have no better basis for projecting opt-in 
behavior.” 

In addition to those members who vol¬ 
untarily opted into the BRS during the 
open season, more than 142,000 enlisted 
recruits and officers who first entered ser¬ 
vice in 2018 automatically became part of 
the BRS generation. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; or Twitter: @Military_Update. 
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Big media complicating the Netflix model 
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Matt Kennedy, Marvel Studios-Disney/AP 


As Disney and WarnerMedia launch their own streaming services in an effort to challenge Netflix’s dominance, Netflix viewers will no longer 
be able to watch hit movies such as “Black Panther,” above, which will soon reside on Disney’s subscription service. 



Merrick Morton/AP 


Netflix says 45 million subscriber accounts worldwide watched the 
Sandra Bullock thriller “Bird Box” during its first seven days on the 
service. 


Consumers get 
more choices, 
more confusion 

By Mae Anderson 

Associated. Press 

Streaming TV may never again 
be as simple, or as affordable, as 
it is now. 

Disney and WarnerMedia are 
each launching their own stream¬ 
ing services in 2019 in a challenge 
to Netflix’s dominance. Netflix 
viewers will no longer be able to 
watch hit movies such as “Black 
Panther” or “Moana,” which will 
soon reside on Disney’s subscrip¬ 
tion service. WarnerMedia, a unit 
of AT&T, will also soon have its 
own service to showcase its li¬ 
brary of blockbuster films and 
HBO series. 

Families will have to decide 
between paying more each month 
or losing access to some of their 
favorite dramas, comedies, musi¬ 
cals and action flicks. 

“There’s definitely a lot of 
change coming,” said Paul Verna 
at eMarketer, a digital research 
company. “People will have more 
choices of what to stream, but at 
the same time the market is al¬ 
ready fragmented and intimidat¬ 
ing and it is only going to get more 
so.” 

Media companies are seek¬ 
ing to capitalize on the popular¬ 
ity and profitability of streaming. 
But by fragmenting the market, 
they’re also narrowing the once 
wide selection that fueled the rise 
of internet-based video. About 55 
percent of U.S. households now 
subscribe to paid streaming video 
services, up from just 10 percent 
in 2009, according to research 
firm Deloitte. 

Cutting options 

Just as Netflix, Hulu and Ama¬ 
zon Prime tempted people to “cut 
the cord” by canceling traditional 
cable TV packages, the newer 
services are looking to dismem¬ 
ber those more-inclusive options. 

Disney Plus is set to launch late 
next year with new Marvel and 
Star Wars programming, along 
with its library of animated and 
live-action movies and shows. It 
hasn’t announced pricing yet, but 
Disney CEO Bob Iger said in an 
August call with analysts that it 
will likely be less than Netflix, 
which runs $8 to $14 a month, 
since its library will be smaller. 

AT&T plans a three-tier offer¬ 
ing from WarnerMedia, with a 
slate of new and library content 
centered around the existing 
HBO streaming app. 

Individual channels, such as 
Fox, ESPN, CBS and Showtime, 
are also getting into the act. Re¬ 
search group TDG predicts that 
every major TV network will 
launch a direct-to-consumer 
streaming service in the next five 
years. 

Netflix and others have invest¬ 
ed heavily in original movies and 


TV shows to keep their custom¬ 
ers loyal. Netflix, for instance, 
said Wednesday that 45 million 
subscriber accounts worldwide 
watched the Sandra Bullock thrill¬ 
er “Bird Box” during its first seven 
days on the service, the biggest 
first-week success of any movie 
made for the company’s nearly 12- 
year-old streaming service. 

That first-week audience means 
nearly a third of Netflix’s 137 
million subscribers watched the 
movie from Dec. 21 through Dec. 
27 — a holiday-season stretch 
when many people aren’t work¬ 
ing and have more free time. 

But Netflix, Hulu and others 
may soon have to do without pro¬ 


grams and movies licensed from 
their soon-to-be rivals. In De¬ 
cember, Netflix paid a reported 
$100 million to continue licensing 
“Friends” from WarnerMedia. 

What’s the draw? 

Why are media companies 
looking to get in? Data and dol¬ 
lars. Sure, they get money when 
they sell their programs to other 
services like Netflix. But start¬ 
ing their own service allows 
networks and studios access to 
valuable data about who is binge- 
ing on their shows. 

For services with ad-based op¬ 
tions, that data translates into 


more dollars from advertisers. 
And with services that rely only 
on subscription revenues, media 
companies can use the data to 
better tailor their offerings for in¬ 
dividual tastes, helping to draw in 
more subscribers. 

“I think all media companies 
are coming to grips with the re¬ 
ality that you better establish a 
relationship directly with your 
audiences,” said AT&T CEO Ran¬ 
dall Stephenson at an analyst con¬ 
ference earlier this month. 

Model disrupted 

The business model that some 
networks and content companies 
are currently using, distributing 
their TV shows and movies only 
by licensing them to streaming 
platforms, is getting “disrupted 
aggressively” as more companies 
launch their own services, said 
Stephenson. 

Forrester analyst Jim Nail 
compares this moment to the 
“Cambrian explosion,” a historic 
era when plant and animal spe¬ 
cies rapidly multiplied after Ice 
Age glaciers receded. 

“Big brands like Disney have 
to evaluate: Are we only going to 
access this market by licensing 
our content to Netflix, Hulu and 
others?” he said. “Or, can we go 
direct to the consumer with our 
own service?” 

But a multiplicity of streaming 
services could easily overwhelm 
or confuse consumers. To get a 
full slate of programming, TV 
watchers may soon have to sub¬ 
scribe to several services instead 


of just one or two. 

Among those options will be 
services like Netflix and Hulu that 
offer a wide range of video from 
a variety of sources; cable-like 
“skinny bundles” such as FuboTV, 
Sling and YouTube TV that offer a 
variety of live channels; and chan¬ 
nel- or network-specific services 
like Disney Plus. 

Consider just AT&T’s plan to 
launch a three-tiered service 
this year centered on HBO. An 
entry-level bundle will offer 
mostly movies; a second, slightly 
more expensive tier will include 
original programming and newer 
movies. A third and still more ex¬ 
pensive offering would add more 
WarnerMedia entertainment 
such as “Friends.” 

The cost of multiple streaming 
services could quickly approach 
the average cost of a cable bill — 
not counting the cost of internet 
service. That’s around $107 per 
month, according to Leichtman 
Research Group. 

“It’s unlikely any of the servic¬ 
es individually can charge more 
than $10 per month,” Forrester’s 
Nail said. “The great unknown 
is how many individual stream¬ 
ing services people are willing to 
sign up for.” 

How should consumers deal 
with all the coming change? 

“Be patient,” said Michael 
Greeson, president of research 
group TDG. “We’re in a time of 
dramatic change for the TV and 
video business. There’ll be great 
benefits, and question marks and 
consequences.” 
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Rogue wolf pack takes 
down its eighth cow 


IB) MEDFORD — Authori- 
Em ties said gray wolf OR- 
7’s Rogue Pack has been blamed 
for killing another cow at a ranch 
in southwest Oregon, marking 
the eighth confirmed livestock 
kill attributed to the pack since 
late October. 

The Mail Tribune reported 
that the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife said a livestock 
owner found an injured calf on 
New Year’s Day on a ranch in the 
Boundary Butte area where the 
Rogue Pack has killed before. 

Rancher Ted Birdseye, in 
northeastern Jackson County, 
said he has lost five cows and a 
guard dog to the wolf pack over 
the past 13 months. 


Woman arrested for 
allegedly biting jogger 


Jt OAKLAND — Authori- 
ties arrested a woman 
they allege bit a jogger who pep¬ 
per-sprayed her dog at a San 
Francisco Bay Area park. 

Alma Cadwalader, 19, of Oak¬ 
land, was arrested Friday by po¬ 
lice with the East Bay Regional 
Park District. Authorities said 
Cadwalader’s dog tried to attack 
the jogger Thursday on a trail in 
Anthony Chabot Regional Park. 
The jogger used pepper spray to 
fend off the animal. 

Police said Cadwalader then 
confronted the jogger, tackling 
and punching her, and bit the 
woman’s forearm, leaving “sig¬ 
nificant wounds.” 

She was booked on suspicion of 
battery with serious bodily injury, 
false imprisonment with violence 
and robbery for allegedly taking 
the jogger’s pepper spray. 

Stolen penguin statue 
returned to museum 


THE CENSUS 


$250K 


The value of items taken from a home in Hollywood, Fla., last month. The items included jewelry, medal¬ 
lions and other heirlooms that were stored in a safe. Surveillance video released by Hollywood police shows 
a suspect ringing the doorbell and waiting on the porch of the South Florida home. Police believe at least 
two other accomplices were involved in the break-in. A reward of $84,000 is offered for information leading 
to an arrest, police said. The homeowner said the items included her great-grandmother’s wedding ring. 




ft If 0KLAH0MA CITY 

Em — A large purple pen¬ 
guin statue that was swiped from 
a hotel in Oklahoma City was 
returned after police released 
surveillance camera images of a 
man with the $3,000 piece of art 
tucked under his arm. 

Oklahoma City police on Fri¬ 
day said the statue, which dis¬ 
appeared Dec. 30, from the 21c 
Museum Hotel, had been “re¬ 
turned home.” No arrests have 
been announced. 

Hotel staff speculated that it 
was stolen by someone visiting a 
guest. Surveillance images show 
a man carrying the artwork by its 
head. 

Police: Woman, 32, 
posed as teen student 

lyY CAIRO — A 32-year- 
Im ■ old woman faces felony 
charges for posing as a homeless 
teenager to enroll in and attend 
classes at a high school in the 
Catskill Mountains, authorities 
said Friday. 

Michaelann Goodrich present¬ 
ed herself as a 15-year-old to en¬ 
roll in the Cairo-Durham school 
district 40 miles southwest of 
Albany last month, School Super¬ 
intendent Anthony Taibi said. Of¬ 
ficials were skeptical of her story 
when Goodrich enrolled on Dec. 


Settling a beef 


Tyson Arledge, of Milano, Texas, competes in tie-down roping during the Sandhills Stock Show and Rodeo at Ector County Coliseum in 
Odessa, Texas, on Friday. 


19 under the name “Riley Madi¬ 
son,” but they were required by 
federal law to accept her because 
she claimed she was homeless, 
Taibi said. 

School officials contacted the 
sheriff’s office to launch an in¬ 
vestigation. In the meantime, 
Goodrich rode on a school bus, 
attended classes and had lunch at 
school on Dec. 21, before the holi¬ 
day break, Taibi said. 

Suspect in sneaker 
robbery surrenders 

■til it TYNGSBOROUGH 
I w — A New Hampshire 
man sought by police in Massa¬ 
chusetts for allegedly stabbing a 
teen during an attempt to steal a 
pair of expensive sneakers turned 
himself in. 

Tyngsborough police said De- 
quan Hagen, 19, of Nashua, was 
arrested on several charges, in¬ 
cluding armed robbery, home 
invasion and assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon. 

Police said Hagen went to a 17- 
year-old boy’s home Thursday to 


buy the Adidas Yeezys, which can 
sell for hundreds of dollars. 

Police said Hagen tried to flee 
without paying, then got a knife 
from his car, forced his way back 
into the home and stabbed the 
teen in the abdomen. The teen is 
expected to survive. 

Accused thief tells 
reporters: 'Go Eagles’ 

nil PITTSTON — A Penn- 
rM sylvania man accused 
of breaking into a music store 
and stealing guitars told report¬ 
ers he had one thing to say: “Go 
Eagles.” 

WNEP-TV reported Dale Sour- 
beck, 49, of Pittston, was charged 
Thursday with burglary and 
other offenses. 

Police allege Sourbeck used a 
hammer to break into the Rock 
Street Music store in Pittston 
around 3 a.m. Thursday. Inves¬ 
tigators said he was captured on 
surveillance cameras taking two 
guitars. 

Police allege Sourbeck re¬ 
turned to the store with a mask on 


and grabbed three more guitars. 

TV cameras caught Sourbeck 
being escorted from the Pittston 
police department to a cruiser. 
When asked by a reporter if there 
was anything he wanted to say, he 
replied, “Go Eagles.” 

Bank robbery suspect 
strips and surrenders 

A* SOL ANA BEACH — Au- 
thorities are holding a 
man they say tried to rob a San 
Diego County bank, then told 
frightened customers to call 911, 
stripped to his underwear and 
awaited arrest. 

Clint Gray, 35, was arrested 
Thursday at a Wells Fargo branch 
in Solana Beach. 

Derek Stevenson told the San 
Diego Union-Tribune that he was 
one of three customers inside 
the bank when the man entered 
shortly after the branch opened, 
shouted that it was a robbery and 
ordered everyone to the ground. 

As staff and customers com¬ 
plied, the man told people to call 
911, began stripping to his under¬ 


wear, then sat in a chair near the 
front door until deputies arrived. 

Authorities said the robber 
had no weapon and no cash was 
taken. 

Teacher acquitted after 
feeding puppy to turtle 

m PRESTON — A south¬ 
east Idaho teacher ac¬ 
cused of feeding a live puppy to 
a snapping turtle in front of stu¬ 
dents has been acquitted of mis¬ 
demeanor animal cruelty. 

Media outlets reported a 
Franklin County jury found Rob¬ 
ert Crosland not guilty Friday. 

The charge was filed in June 
after allegations surfaced that 
Crosland put the puppy into an 
aquarium with a turtle at Preston 
Junior High in March. Crosland 
pleaded not guilty in July. 

During the trial, the jury heard 
Crosland say in a recorded inter¬ 
view with investigators that he 
thought he was doing the right 
thing because the puppy was sick 
and likely to die. 

From wire reports 
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Hart says 
he’s again 
considering 
Oscars gig 

Associated. Press 

Prodded by Ellen DeGeneres, 
comic Kevin Hart says he’ll re¬ 
consider his decision to step down 
as host of the Academy Awards. 

Hart backed away two days 
after being named host last month 
when some homophobic tweets 
he had made a decade ago resur¬ 
faced. But DeGeneres urged him 
to host the show during an inter¬ 
view that aired Friday on her talk 
show. 

The motion picture Academy 
has not named a replacement host 
for its Feb. 24 awards show. 

“You have grown,” DeGeneres 
told him. “You have apologized. 
You’re apologizing again right 
now. You’ve done it. Don’t let these 
people win. Host the Oscars.” 

She applied subtle pressure 
by saying after one commercial 
break, “We’re back with this 
year’s Oscars host, Kevin Hart.” 

Hart told her that “you have put 
a lot of things on my mind” and 
that he would think about their 
conversation. 

DeGeneres said she called the 
Academy to urge that Hart be 
brought back, and was told that 
officials would be “thrilled” if 
he did. An Academy representa¬ 
tive did not immediately return a 
message for comment. 

Tyson allegations put 
‘StarTalk’ on hold 

This season of Neil deGrasse 
Tyson’s “StarTalk” series is on 
hold amid sexual misconduct 
claims against the astrophysicist. 

The National Geographic chan¬ 
nel said Jan. 3 new episodes of the 
science-based talk show won’t air 
until an investigation involving 
Tyson is completed, which could 
be within the next few weeks. 

In November, National Geo¬ 
graphic Networks and Fox said 
they would examine claims that 
Tyson behaved in a sexually in¬ 
appropriate manner toward two 
women. 

Other news 

■ The producers behind hits 
“Black Panther,” “Crazy Rich 
Asians,” “A Star Is Born” and 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” are 
among the 10 nominees for the 
top prize at the Producers Guild 
Awards. Selections announced 
Friday also included “BlacK- 
kKlansman,” “The Favourite,” 
“Green Book, “A Quiet Place,” 
“Roma” and “Vice.” Winners 
will be announced Jan. 19. 

■ Pegi Young, who with fellow 
musician and then-husband Neil 
Young helped found the Bridge 
School for children with speech 
and physical impairments, died 
of cancer Jan. 1 in California, ac¬ 
cording to spokeswoman Michelle 
Gutenstein-Hinz. She was 66. 

■ “Death Wish” novelist Brian 
Garfield, whose horror classic 
launched a film franchise star¬ 
ring Charles Bronson, has died at 
age 79. 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


Brian Tyree Henry, photographed on Nov. 30 in Los Angeles, earned much notice in 2018 for his soulful sensitivity in a variety of roles 
including the film “If Beale Street Could Talk,” the TV series “Atlanta” and in the Broadway play “Lobby Hero.” 

Brian Tyree Henry calls on deep reservoir of emotion when giving voice to characters 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

W hen Brian Tyree Henry 
filmed his scenes in “If 
Beale Street Could Talk,” 
he wept. When he saw 
the finished film, he wept 
again. 

In Barry Jenkins’ lyrical adaptation of 
James Baldwin’s celebrated novel, Henry 
plays Daniel Carty, the just-out-of-jail friend 
of Fonny (Stephan James). When Fonny 
and Tish (KiKi Layne) run into Daniel on 
the street, they retreat to Fonny and Tish’s 
apartment to catch up. The intimate conver¬ 
sation aches with the pain of incarceration: 
Daniel’s past, Fonny’s future. It’s a devastat¬ 
ing but beautiful crescendo: two vulnerable 
black men, contemplating a world pitted 
against them. 

“I was sobbing. I was like: Why am I cry¬ 
ing at myself? Is that weird that I’m crying at 
myself?” Henry said. “It really, really, really 
sat with me. That could be me talking to my 
friend, me talking to my nephews, me talking 
to my brothers.” 

It’s no surprise that one of the most moving 
and profound scenes of the year happens to 
be one with Henry in it. On stage and screen, 
in big parts and small, the 36-year-old actor’s 
soulful sensitivity and vast range has been 
on display with remarkable regularity. 

There is, of course, his aspiring, oft-ir¬ 
ritated rapper Alfred Miles, aka Paper Boi, 
on “Atlanta”: the stony, eye-rolling face to 
the series’ surrounding absurdity. Its sec¬ 
ond season earned Henry his second Emmy 
nomination in two years. (His first was for 
a guest appearance on “This Is Us.”) The 
Broadway revival of Kenneth Lonergan’s 
“Lobby Hero,” in which he played a conflict¬ 
ed security guard, won Henry his first Tony 
nod. And a few weeks before “Beale Street” 
hits theaters, Henry made an equally potent, 
if far more menacing, impression as a politi¬ 
cian in Steve McQueen’s “Widows.” 

“I just don’t want to lie on them,” Henry 
says during a recent interview. “These 
characters need a voice, and I don’t want to 
be a person to lie on them. It’s sounding all 


deep, but it’s true. I have a special connec¬ 
tion to every single character that I’ve been 
blessed to touch, and I just want to make sure 
that I don’t lie on their journey, that I don’t 
lie on who they are, that I don’t lie on their 
hearts.” 

Henry has a deep reservoir of emotion that 
never feels far from the surface, and he speaks 
volubly, sometimes nearing tears, about the 
fictional lives that people his brain. Henry 
simply feels a lot — maybe too much so. 

“I feel everything,” he grants with a know¬ 
ing grin. “These past two years have been a 
topsy-turvy thing for me. I never in a million 
years could have imagined something so fan¬ 
tastic happening in my career. But I need to 


I have a special connection to 
every single character that I’ve 
been blessed to touch, and I 
just want to make sure that I 
don’t lie on their journey, that I 
don’t lie on who they are, that I 
don’t lie on their hearts. * 

Brian Tyree Henry 

actor 


let ’em go, these guys.” 

“That’s been kind of a problem as of 
late,” Henry sighs. “I tend to wear them as 
badges of honor, which they are.” 

Henry grew up the baby in a Fayette¬ 
ville, N.C., family; his sisters already were 
adults. His parents divorced when he was 
young and after graduating sixth grade, he 
was sent to live his father, then in his 70s, 
in Washington, D.C. After attending More¬ 
house College in Atlanta, he got his master’s 
from the Yale School of Drama. Acting, he 
says, saved his life because it allowed him 
to express what he observed. 

“Most of my life, at a very young age, I 
got to see what it was like to be surrounded 


by the lack of care — to see that people are 
human, that no one is impervious to pain, 
that pain hurts, that it takes time for things 
to heal,” says Henry. “I spent most of my life 
constantly trying to hold on to the things that 
mattered.” 

His Broadway debut came in the original 
cast in “The Book of Mormon,” but it’s been 
“Atlanta” that catapulted Henry’s career. 
Along with lending his voice to “Spider-Man: 
Into the Spider-Verse,” he’s shot four films 
due out this year (including an action com¬ 
edy alongside Melissa McCarthy). At the mo¬ 
ment, he’s shooting the Brooklyn-set indie 
“The Outside Story.” 

Henry’s ascendance has partly paralleled 
Alfred’s more humbling, fitful rise on “At¬ 
lanta” — a comparison not lost on Henry. 

“Alfred, this season, I had a time. I was 
like: This prom date sucks right now. But I 
had to confront it,” Henry said. “It is imitat¬ 
ing my life, in a way. That’s why I’m glad that 
Alfred found me.” 

“Atlanta” has given the broadest platform 
for his talent. But films like “If Beale Street 
Could Talk” have showed how much Henry 
can do with just a handful of scenes. His 
presence instantly adds depth and gravity. 

“He came onto set, maybe he was there for 
a day and a half,” James marvels. “He was 
already a huge Baldwin fan, but what he was 
able to bring to that moment... You talk about 
black love; that’s another form of it. Black 
love between brothers. That brotherly bond 
where we’re sharing our deepest, most inti¬ 
mate fears, the things that have broken us, 
how do we maintain our strength through 
these moments?” 

Jenkins has said those scenes solidified 
the whole project. 

Henry lives in Harlem, just a few blocks 
from where “Beale Street” was filmed. It’s 
almost as if his characters are encroaching, 
ever closer, on the actor, despite his best ef¬ 
forts to leave them at the door. But he’s learn¬ 
ing to live with his hypersensitivity. 

“I wouldn’t change that because it means 
I’m present. It means that I see you,” Henry 
said. “But then at the same time I need to fig¬ 
ure out how to flip it so I see myself too.” 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Hiring spree in December adds 312,000 jobs 


By Josh Boak 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. em¬ 
ployers went on a hiring spree in 
December, adding a surprising 
312,000 jobs and providing a dose 
of reassurance about the econo¬ 
my after a turbulent few months 
on Wall Street. 

The job gains reported Friday 
by the Labor Department came 
despite a trade war with China, 
a global slowdown and a partial 
government shutdown now enter¬ 
ing its third week. 

The nation’s unemployment 
rate rose slightly to 3.9 percent 
last month, but that, too, was con¬ 
sidered a positive sign, reflect¬ 
ing an increase in Americans 
beginning to look for work. And 
average hourly pay improved 3.2 
percent from a year ago. 

Stocks surged on the news, 
along with word that the U.S. and 
China will hold trade talks this 
week and comments from Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell that the Fed will be flex¬ 
ible in judging whether to raise 
interest rates further. The Dow 
Jones industrial average shot up 
747 points, or 3.3 percent. 

President Donald Trump 
called the job growth “GREAT” 
on Twitter. 

The torrid hiring in December 
far outstripped the 180,000 jobs 
investors had been anticipating 
and could help ease fears that the 
economy’s expansion — now in 
the middle of its 10th year — may 
be coming to an end. 

“The labor market is very 
strong even though the economy 
appears to be slowing,” said Eric 
Winograd, senior U.S. economist 
at the investment management 
firm AllianceBernstein. “Those 
two things cannot coexist for very 
long. Either weakening demand 



AP 


A recruiter from the postal service, right, takes part in a job fair in 
Cheswick, Pa., on Nov. 2, 2017. A Labor Department report Friday 
showed an unexpectedly large number of new jobs created. 


will lead firms to dial back the 
pace of hiring or the robust pace 
of hiring will lead firms to ramp 
back up production.” 

In recent weeks, financial mar¬ 
kets have plunged amid concerns 
that the U.S. could be in a reces¬ 
sion by 2020. The Dow suffered its 
worst December since the middle 
of the Depression in 1931. 

Mgjor companies such as Apple 
say their sales are being jeopar¬ 
dized by the tariff war between 
Washington and Beijing, and an 
important gauge of U.S. manufac¬ 
turing posted its steepest decline 
in a decade Thursday. 

China, the world’s second-larg¬ 
est economy, is also mired in a 
slowdown, its consumers losing 
much of their appetite for real es¬ 
tate, iPhones, Ford vehicles and 
jewelry from Tiffany & Co. 

The U.S. government shutdown 


and Trump’s attacks on the Fed 
and its chairman over the cen¬ 
tral bank’s rate increases have 
also worried investors, though 
Powell may have eased some of 
those concerns Friday when he 
stressed that he would not resign 
if the president told him to do so. 

The strong job growth suggests 
employers believe U.S. consumer 
spending will stay robust. 

Health care and education 
added 82,000 jobs last month, the 
largest jump in nearly nine years. 
Restaurants and drinking places 
posted a net gain of 40,700 jobs. 


Builders added 38,000 con¬ 
struction jobs, while manufactur¬ 
ers increased their payrolls by 
32,000 workers. 

Businesses are still searching 
for more workers. 

Fresh Coat Painters, based 
in Cincinnati, plans to nearly 
double the 300 employees who 
paint homes and businesses as 
it expands this year across this 
country. The franchiser is also 
launching an apprenticeship pro¬ 
gram to attract workers, in addi¬ 
tion to providing higher pay and 
benefits. 

Tara Riley, president of Fresh 
Coat, said that franchise owners 
are having to actively search for 
workers instead of simply posting 
ads. 

“We realized it was a mindset 
change. You have to be recruiting, 
rather than hiring,” Riley said. 

Still, Kevin Hassett, chairman 
of the White House Council of 
Economic Advisers, cautioned 
on Thursday that the jobs report 
for January could be weak if the 
shutdown continues. Job totals 
could be lowered by hundreds 
of thousands of government em¬ 
ployees being temporarily put out 
of work. 

“So when we see the January 
jobs number, it could be a big 
negative,” Hassett said. 

In 2018, employers added 2.6 
million jobs, or an average of 
nearly 220,000 a month, accord¬ 
ing to the Labor Department. 

At some point, even if the econ¬ 
omy remains healthy, monthly 


In 2018, employers added 2.6 million 
jobs, or an average of nearly 220,000 a 
month. 

Labor Department 


job gains will likely downshift to 
a more gradual pace. That is be¬ 
cause there is a dwindling pool of 
unemployed people. There were 
6.3 million people looking for a 
job in December, down from 6.5 
million a year ago. 

“People should not get used to 
numbers like the one we saw this 
month,” said Martha Gimbel, di¬ 
rector of economic research at 
the jobs site Indeed. “Eventually, 
job growth is going to start slow¬ 
ing down. When that happens, we 
shouldn’t panic.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 7). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 7). 

British pound (Jan. 7). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 7). 

South Korean won (Jan. 7). 


,...$1.1700 

,...€0.8547 

.$1.30 

.108.00 

...1,097.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel ($hekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


.0.3769 

.$1.2629 

.1.3445 

.6.8714 

.6.5770 

.17.9093 

....$1.1355/0.8807 

.7.8339 

.283.17 

.3.7202 

.108.48 

.0.3034 

.8.6593 

.52.55 

.3.78 

.3.7522 

.1.3635 

.1,123.55 

.0.9900 

.32.16 

....5.4151 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


.5.50 

.3.00 

rate.2.40 

.2.37 

.2.97 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 





























Monday, January 7,2019 


Stars and Stripes 


mmnmfoim 


Page 21 


Stars tcySTRi pes 

Unlimited 
Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 







Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Page 22 


wmmmim 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, January 7,2019 




HOLJ LONG WOULD 
IT TAKE YOU TO 
CRT ATT ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE THAT 
IS AS SMART AS 
HUMANS ! 1 


IT SHOLRONT 
TAKE ME LONG TO 
DUMB—DOWN A, 
COMPUTER TO 
HUMAN LEVELS, 



IT MIGHT 
TAKE FIVE 
MINUTES, 
TOPS. 



New Year's 
fesolufions 


This year 
I will worry 
less* 






* Provided bad 
things STop 
happening in 
the world. 



I'M HOPING THIS IS 
TH f YSAR. 






Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 To boot 
5 Tummy muscles 
8 Writer Rice 
12 Appeared 
suddenly 

14 Earth 

15 Regatta 

16 Pout 

17“— a Camera” 
18 Decisive 
moments 
20 A Musketeer 

23 Prejudice 

24 Reddish horse 

25 Lake activity 

28 CCV x X 

29 Pre-diploma 
hurdles 

30 Dig in 

32 Straw hats 

34 Carton sealer 

35 School orgs. 

36 Used a sponge 

37 Stir-fry veggie 

40 Crony 

41 Slanted type 
(Abbr.) 

42 Yacht lover’s 
event 

47 French 101 
verb 

48 Veteran 

49 Easy targets 

1-7 


50 Ballot marks 

51 Whig’s rival 

DOWN 

1 NYPD alert 

2 Brit’s restroom 

3 Hotel amenity 

4 Choice 

5 Leading man? 

6 Tampa Bay 
NFLer 

7 Dishes not on 
the regular menu 

8 Home of St. 
Francis 

9 Entre — 

10 Egyptian river 

11 BPOE members 
13 Historic times 
19“Phooey!” 

20 Branch 


21 Pyramid, maybe 

22 Saintly ring 

23 Wild pigs 
25Challah holder 

26 Tide variety 

27 Be slack-jawed 
29 “Beetle 

Bailey” dog 
31 Danson of 
“Cheers” 

33 Granny Smiths 

34 Mild cheese 

36 Bulb measure 

37 Slapstick arsenal 

38 Jazzy James 

39 Seniors’ org. 

40 Cushions 

43 Flamenco cheer 

44 Med. plan option 

45 Not ’neath 

46 Like some humor 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


H WSUDDJ YURS ZT HCSU 
NYUP PT CT NHPY PYHF RSWJ 
YUWC EHZSWUD. HP’F U 


KTWMZCME KTZMZCWME. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT IS SOMETHING 
THAT MAGAZINE AND NEWSPAPER EDITORS 
LIKE TO DO? MAKE PERIODICAL CHANGES. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals R 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSlQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 

■ For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 

Announcements 040 

Automotive 140 

Autos for Sale 


■ - 1 


SCAM 

FADS 


Classifieds scar 
target both sel 
buyers with cl; 


fads ai 


] Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

] People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


US SPEC Vehicles 


**Winter in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARSlQfSTRIPES. 



Visit Stripes 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSt^STRI RES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


* 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Clemson (14-0) vs. Alabama (14-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 

FCS playoffs 

Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 14 

North Dakota State 44, South Dakota 
State 21 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Eastern Washington 50, Maine 19 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 5 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State 38, Eastern Wash¬ 
ington 24 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

St. Cloud St. 5, Robert Morris 2 
Dartmouth 3, Bentley 3, OT 
RIT 2, Niagara 1 
Holy Cross 5, Mercyhurst 4 
RPI 2, Army 1, OT 
Canisius 2, North Dakota 1 
Brown 6, Union 3 
Colgate 4, Princeton 3 
Yale 5, New Hampshire 5, OT 
Cornell 2, Quinnipiac 2, OT 
Merrimack 1, Northeastern 0 
Miami 3, Providence 3, OT 
UMass 6, American International 1 
SOUTH 

Ala.-Huntsville 4, Ferris St. 3, OT 

MIDWEST 

Michigan 4, Notre Dame 2 
Denver 4, Wisconsin 3, OT 
Ohio St. 6, Michigan St. 0 
Minnesota 4, Penn St. 1 
Minnesota St. 4, Michigan Tech 3 
FAR WEST 
UConn 6, St. Lawrence 3 
Arizona St. 2, Boston College 0 
EXHIBITION 

U.s. Under-18 4, Minn.-Duluth 2 


Deals 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Traded OF 
Keon Broxton to the N.Y. Mets for RHPs 
Bobby Wahl and Adam Hill and INF Felix 
Valerio. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Named David 
Eckstein special assistant/baseball op¬ 
erations. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Assigned RHP 
Ryan Meisinger outright to Memphis 
(PCL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Acquired 
INF/OF Breyvic Valera from the Baltimore 
Orioles for cash. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Assigned 
G Joe Cannata from Colorado (AHL) to 
Utah (ECHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned F 
Drake Rymsha from Ontario (AHL) to 
Manchester (ECHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled D 
Vince Pedrie from Maine (ECHL) to Hart¬ 
ford (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Assigned G Evan 
Fitzpatrick to San Antonio (AHL). Re¬ 
called G Jordan Binnington from San 
Antonio. Released G Ben Halford from a 
professional tryout agreement. 

COLLEGE 

IOWA — Junior DB back Amani Hooker 
will enter the NFL draft. 

WEST VIRGINIA - Named Neal Brown 
football coach and signed him to a six- 
year contract. 


College basketball 


Golf 


AP Men’s Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Duke (12-1) beat Clemson 87-68. 
Next: at Wake Forest, Tuesday. 

2. Michigan (14-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 21 Indiana, Sunday. 

3. Tennessee (12-1) beat Georgia 96- 
50. Next: at Missouri, Tuesday. 

4. Virginia (13-0) beat No. 9 Florida 
State 65-52. Next: at Boston College, 
Wednesday. 

5. Kansas (12-2) lost to Iowa State 77- 
60. Next: vs. TCU, Wednesday. 

6. Nevada (14-1) lost to New Mexico 
85-58. Next: vs. San Jose State, Wednes- 

7. Gonzaga (14-2) beat Santa Clara 91- 
48. Next: vs. Pacific, Thursday. 

8. Michigan State (13-2) beat No. 14 
Ohio State 86-77. Next: vs. Purdue, Tues¬ 
day. 

9. Florida State (12-2) lost to No. 4 Vir¬ 
ginia 65-52. Next: vs. Miami, Wednesday. 

10. Virginia Tech (13-1) beat Boston 
College 77-66. Next: at Georgia Tech, 
Wednesday. 

11. Texas Tech (13-1) beat Kansas 
State 63-57. Next: vs. No. 23 Oklahoma, 
Tuesday. 

12. Auburn (11-2) did not play. Next: at 
Mississippi, Wednesday. 

13. Kentucky (10-3) lost to Alabama 
77-75. Next: vs. Texas A&M, Tuesday. 

14. Ohio State (12-2) lost to No. 8 
Michigan State 86-77. Next: at Rutgers, 
Wednesday. 

15. North Carolina (11-3) beat Pitts¬ 
burgh 85-60. Next: at No. 18 N.C. State, 
Tuesday. 

16. Marquette (11-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Xavier, Sunday. 

17. Mississippi State (12-1) did not 
play. Next: at South Carolina, Tuesday. 

18. North Carolina State (13-1) did 
not play. Next: vs. No. 15 North Carolina, 
Tuesday. 

19. Houston (14-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. American, Sunday. 

20. Buffalo (13-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Toledo, Tuesday. 

21. Indiana (12-2) did not play. Next: at 
No. 2 Michigan, Sunday. 

22. Wisconsin (10-4) did not play. Next: 
at Penn State, Sunday. 

23. Oklahoma (12-2) beat Oklahoma 
State 74-64. Next: at No. 11 Texas Tech, 
Tuesday. 

24. Nebraska (11-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 25 Iowa, Sunday. 

25. Iowa (11-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 24 Nebraska, Sunday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Army 77, Lafayette 69 

Binghamton 69, New Hampshire 58 

Boston U. 87, Bucknell 80 

Canisius 70, Siena 66 

Delaware 77, Elon 65 

Fairleigh Dickinson 79, St. Francis (Pa.) 

61 

Hofstra 75, Northeastern 72 
Iona 94, Fairfield 87 
LIU Brooklyn 79, Bryant 70 
La Salle 69, UMass 60 
Manhattan 90, Niagara 80 
Maryland 77, Rutgers 63 
Monmouth (NJ) 61, St. Peter’s 44 
NJIT 72, Kennesaw St. 52 
North Carolina 85, Pittsburgh 60 
Princeton 68, Penn 65, OT 
Rider 72, Quinnipiac 67 
Robert Morris 62, Mount St. Mary’s 59 
Sacred Heart 73, CCSU 61 
St. Francis Brooklyn 66, Wagner 59 
St. John’s 97, Georgetown 94, OT 
Stony Brook 75, Mass.-Lowell 63 
UCF 65, UConn 53 
UMBC 61, Maine 52 
UNC-Wilmington 67, Towson 61 
VCU 76, Fordham 51 
Vermont 80, Albany (NY) 51 
Villanova 65, Providence 59 
William & Mary 84, Drexel 66 
SOUTH 

Alabama 77, Kentucky 75 
Alabama St. 74, Grambling St. 53 
Austin Peay 81, Morehead St. 67 
Belmont 79, Tennessee Tech 67 
Campbell 72, Gardner-Webb 61 
Cent. Arkansas 73, SE Louisiana 71 
Coppin St. 73, Savannah St. 67 
Davidson 65, Duquesne 61 
Duke 87, Clemson 68 
ETSU 96, Chattanooga 70 
East Carolina 73, Cincinnati 71 
FAU 63, Middle Tennessee 56 
Florida A&M 82, Howard 72 
Furman 101, The Citadel 85 
Georgia Tech 92, Wake Forest 79 
High Point 51, Charleston Southern 50 
Jackson St. 54, Alabama A&M 51, OT 
Jacksonville St. 69, Tennessee St. 62 
James Madison 69, Coll, of Charleston 
58 

Liberty 81, Florida Gulf Coast 63 
Lipscomb 77, Jacksonville 74 
Louisiana-Lafayette 75, UALR 61 
Louisiana-Monroe 85, Arkansas St. 75 
Marshall 85, Charlotte 84 
Mississippi 81, Vanderbilt 71 
Morgan St. 66, Md.-Eastern Shore 53 
Murray St. 97, E. Kentucky 85 
NC A&T 80, SC State 77, OT 
NC Central 68, Bethune-Cookman 59 
New Orleans 81, Houston Baptist 76, 
OT 

Norfolk St. 77, Delaware St. 63 
North Florida 96, North Alabama 67 


Northwestern St. 66, McNeese St. 61 
Old Dominion 69, W. Kentucky 66 
Prairie View 82, Southern U. 73 
Presbyterian 64, SC-Upstate 61 
Radford 71, Longwood 64 
South Alabama 84, Coastal Carolina 
77, 20T 

South Carolina 71, Florida 69 
Tennessee 96, Georgia 50 
Texas Southern 87, Alcorn St. 70 
Troy 89, Appalachian St. 85 
UAB84, FIU 65 
UNC-Greensboro 71, VMI 68 
Virginia 65, Florida St. 52 
Virginia Tech 77, Boston College 66 
W. Carolina 76, Samford 69 
Winthrop 80, UNC-Asheville 65 
Wofford 78, Mercer 74 
MIDWEST 

Akron 56, W. Michigan 48 
Bowling Green 86, Kent St. 64 
Butler 84, Creighton 69 
Cent. Michigan 84, Miami (Ohio) 77 
E. Illinois 84, SlU-Edwardsville 81, OT 
Green Bay 90, Cleveland St. 89 
Illinois St. 58, Evansville 46 
Indiana St. 65, Bradley 60 
Iowa St. 77, Kansas 60 
Loyola of Chicago 85, Drake 74 
Michigan St. 86, Ohio St. 77 
N. Illinois 72, Ohio 66, OT 
N. Kentucky 95, Detroit 73 

S. Illinois 58, N. Iowa 51 
SE Missouri 74, UT Martin 69, OT 
Syracuse 72, Notre Dame 62 
UMKC 80, Chicago St. 72 
Valparaiso 82, Missouri St. 66 
Wright St. 89, Oakland 73 
Youngstown St. 76, Milwaukee 51 
SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 64, MVSU 52 
Arkansas 73, Texas A&M 71 
Georgia Southern 77, Texas-Arlington 
64 

Georgia St. 73, Texas State 69 
Incarnate Word 65, Nicholls 58 
Lamar 61, Texas A&M-CC 55 
North Texas 65, Southern Miss. 62 
Oklahoma 74, Oklahoma St. 64 
Oral Roberts 82, W. Illinois 63 
Rice 78, Louisiana Tech 66 
Sam Houston St. 71, Abilene Christian 

68 

TCU 85, Baylor 81 
Texas 61, West Virginia 54 
Texas Tech 63, Kansas St. 57 
Tulsa 78, South Florida 75 
UTSA 67, UTEP 63 

FAR WEST 
Arizona 84, Utah 81, OT 
Arizona St. 83, Colorado 61 
Boise St. 88, San Diego St. 64 
CS Bakersfield 73, Utah Valley 71 
Fresno St. 78, Colorado St. 67 
Gonzaga 91, Santa Clara 48 
Grand Canyon 71, Seattle 57 
Long Beach St. 124, Bethesda 52 
Loyola Marymount 76, Portland 64 
Montana St. 84, Sacramento St. 70 
N. Arizona 81, Idaho St. 69 
N. Colorado 83, Idaho 79, OT 
New Mexico 85, Nevada 58 
North Dakota 80, Denver 59 
Oregon St. 77, Oregon 72 
Portland St. 77, Montana 74, OT 
Rio Grande 81, California Baptist 74 
S. Utah 90, Weber St. 82, OT 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 88, BYU 66 
San Diego 73, Pacific 64 
San Francisco 72, Pepperdine 69 
UC Davis 90, Holy Names 60 
UCLA 98, California 83 
UNLV68, Wyoming 56 
Utah St. 79, Air Force 62 
Washington 85, Washington St. 67 
Yale 94, CS Northridge 90, OT 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. UConn (11-1) did not play. Next: at 
Houston, Sunday. 

2. Notre Dame (13-1) did not play. 
Next: at Georgia Tech, Sunday. 

3. Louisville (13-0) did not play. Next: 
at Duke, Sunday. 

4. Maryland (13-1) beat Ohio State 75- 
69. Next: at Nebraska, Tuesday. 

5. Oregon (12-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Washington State, Sunday. 

6. Stanford (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. UCLA, Sunday. 

7. Mississippi State (13-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 16 Kentucky, Sunday. 

8. Baylor (10-1) did not play. Next: at 
Texas Tech, Sunday. 

9. N.C. State (14-0) did not play. Next: 
at Boston College, Sunday. 

10. Tennessee (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Missouri, Sunday. 

11. Oregon State (11-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Washington, Sunday. 

12. Minnesota (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Illinois, Sunday. 

13. Texas (11-2) did not play. Next: at 
West Virginia, Sunday. 

14. Syracuse (12-2) did not play. Next: 
at Virginia Tech, Sunday. 

15. Michigan State (11-2) did not play. 
Next: at Indiana, Sunday. 

16. Kentucky (14-1) did not play. Next: 
at No. 7 Mississippi State, Sunday. 

17. Gonzaga (15-1) beat Pacific 83-63. 
Next: vs. Portland, Saturday. 

18. California (9-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Southern Cal, Sunday. 

19. Iowa (10-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Wisconsin, Monday. 

20. Marquette (12-3) did not play. Next: 
at Villanova, Friday. 

21. Texas A&M (11-3) did not play. 


Next: at LSU, Sunday. 

22. Arizona State (10-3) did not play. 
Next: at Colorado, Sunday. 

23. South Carolina (9-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Alabama, Sunday. 

24. DePaul (10-5) did not play. Next: at 
Georgetown, Friday. 

25. Iowa State (12-2) beat Kansas 82- 
73. Next: vs. TCU, Wednesday. 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Binghamton 71, New Hampshire 62 

Bryant 69, LIU Brooklyn 62 

Duquesne 60, St. Bonaventure 54 

Fordham 50, George Washington 38 

Maine 84, UMBC 44 

Marist 71, Canisius 66 

NJIT 66, Kennesaw St. 60 

Niagara 61, Manhattan 51 

Ohio 74, Buffalo 71 

Penn 66, Princeton 60 

Robert Morris 70, Mount St. Mary’s 58 

Sacred Heart 66, CCSU 61 

South Florida 63, Temple 53 

St. Francis (Pa.) 75, Fairleigh Dickinson 

64 

St. Francis Brooklyn 76, Wagner 61 
Stony Brook 76, Mass.-Lowell 56 
Vermont 52, Albany (NY) 39 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 58, Jackson St. 55 
Alcorn St. 53, Texas Southern 52 
Austin Peay 81, Morehead St. 80 
Bethune-Cookman 67, NC Central 50 
Campbell 51, Presbyterian 46 
Florida Gulf Coast 68, Liberty 50 
Grambling St. 80, Alabama St. 72 
Green Bay 81, N. Kentucky 61 
Hampton 74, Charleston Southern 66 
High Point 87, SC-Upstate 61 
Howard 74, Florida A&M 68 
Jacksonville 62, Lipscomb 47 
Jacksonville St. 62, Tennessee St. 52 
Marshall 63, Charlotte 62 
Maryland 75, Ohio St. 69 
Md.-Eastern Shore 73, Morgan St. 68 
Middle Tennessee 74, FAU 55 
Murray St. 81, E. Kentucky 63 
NC A&T 58, SC State 44 
Nicholls 86, Incarnate Word 62 
Norfolk St. 63, Delaware St. 50 
North Alabama 70, North Florida 64 
North Texas 62, Southern Miss. 48 
Northwestern St. 82, McNeese St. 63 
Prairie View 55, Southern U. 54 
Radford 60, UNC-Asheville 46 
Rhode Island 66, Richmond 60 
Rice 61, Louisiana Tech 51 
SE Louisiana 62, Cent. Arkansas 53 
Savannah St. 76, Coppin St. 70 
South Alabama 88, Coastal Carolina 

78 

Tennessee Tech 77, Belmont 72 
Texas State 69, Georgia St. 60 
Texas-Arlington 74, Georgia Southern 
53 

Troy 83, Appalachian St. 72 
Tulane 68, East Carolina 57 
UAB 83, FIU 59 
UCF 68, Memphis 55 
VCU 59, Saint Joseph’s 40 
W. Kentucky 75, Old Dominion 60 
Winthrop 77, Longwood 69 
MIDWEST 

Cent. Michigan 94, Akron 71 
Cleveland St. 71, Ill.-Chicago 53 
Dayton 84, La Salle 45 
Iowa St. 82, Kansas 73 
Kansas St. 86, Oklahoma 56 
Kent St. 71, E. Michigan 64 
N. Illinois 82, Miami (Ohio) 71 
Purdue 71, Michigan 70 
Rio Grande 60, California Baptist 56 
SlU-Edwardsville 65, E. Illinois 56 
Toledo 65, Ball St. 58 
UMKC 111, Chicago St. 58 
UT Martin 80, SE Missouri 73 
W. Michigan 84, Bowling Green 82 
Wright St. 61, Milwaukee 57 
Youngstown St. 70, IUPUI 52 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 91, Sam Houston St. 

79 

Arkansas St. 64, Louisiana-Monroe 54 
Houston Baptist 83, New Orleans 74 
Lamar 76, Texas A&M-CC 58 
MVSU 62, Ark.-Pine Bluff 56 
Oral Roberts 68, W. Illinois 64 
UALR 62, Louisiana-Lafayette 48 
UTEP 73, UTSA 60 

FAR WEST 

BYU 55, Loyola Marymount 44 
Boise St. 69, San Diego St. 66 
CS Northridge 73, UC Santa Barbara 

65 

Cal St.-Fullerton 72, Hawaii 68 
Denver 87, North Dakota 66 
Fresno St. 66, Colorado St. 55 
Gonzaga 88, Pacific 65 
Grand Canyon 55, Seattle 53 
Idaho St. 80, N. Arizona 69 
Montana St. 69, Sacramento St. 53 
N. Colorado 86, Idaho 72 
New Mexico 66, Nevada 64 
Pepperdine 74, San Diego 55 
Portland St. 78, Montana 60 
S. Utah 84, Weber St. 79 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 98, Portland 91 
Santa Clara 71, San Francisco 66 
UC Davis 67, UC Riverside 59 
UC Irvine 75, Cal Poly 59 
Utah St. 48, Air Force 44 
Utah Valley 78, CS Bakersfield 70 
Wyoming 90, UNLV 62 


Tournament of Champions 

Saturday 

At Plantation Course at Kapalua 
Kapalua, Hawaii 
Purse: $6.5 million 
Yardage: 7,518; Par 73 
Third Round 


Gary Woodland 
Rory Mcllroy 
Marc Leishman 
Xander Schauffele 
Bryson DeChambeau 
Justin Thomas 
Kevin Tway 
Dustin Johnson 
Jon Rahm 
Patton Kizzire 
Paul Casey 
Andrew Putnam 
Troy Merritt 
Charles Howell III 
Ian Poulter 
Cameron Champ 
Webb Simpson 
Andrew Landry 
Brandt Snedeker 
Jason Day 
Scott Piercy 
Matt Kuchar 
Patrick Reed 
Francesco Molinari 
Billy Horschel 
Keegan Bradley 
Aaron Wise 
Brice Garnett 
Ted Potter, Jr. 

Brooks Koepka 
Bubba Watson 
Michael Kim 
Satoshi Kodaira 


67-67-68-202 -17 


68- 70-68-206 -: 

72- 67-68-207 -: 

69- 68-70-207 -: 
67-72-70-209 -: 

66- 71-72 -209 -: 

67- 74-69-210 

70- 71-69-210 
69-71-71-211 

73- 71-68-212 

69- 73-70-212 

73- 71-69-213 

74- 70-69-213 

71- 69-73-213 

71- 68-74-213 

70- 72-72 -214 
69-75-71-215 

75- 69-71-215 

69- 71-75-215 

76- 72-69-217 

72- 73-72 -217 

70- 75-72-217 

73- 71-73-217 

72- 75-71-218 

77- 69-72-218 

74- 71-73 -218 

73- 72-73 -218 

75- 73-71-219 

76- 70-73-219 

70- 79-74-223 * 

71- 72-80-223 -I 

77- 76-73-226 i 


Tennis 


Brisbane International 

Sunday 

Queensland Tennis Centre 
Brisbane, Australia 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

S Men S 

Championship 

Kei Nishikori (2), Japan, def. Daniil 
Medvedev (4), Russia, 6-4,3-6, 6-2. 

Women 

Championship 

Karolina Pliskova (5), Czech Republic, 
def. Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2 

Doubles 

Men 

Championship 

Marcus Daniell, New Zealand, and 
Wesley Koolhof, Netherlands, def. Rajeev 
Ram, United States, and Joe Salisbury 
(4), Britain, 6-4, 7-6 (6). 

Saturday 


Championship 

Nicole Melichar, United States, and 
Kveta Peschke (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Chan Hao-ching and Latisha Chan (4), 
Taiwan, 6-1, 6-1. 


ASB Classic 

Sunday 

ASB Bank Tennis Centre 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Singles 

Championship 

Julia Goerges (2), Germany, def. Bian¬ 
ca Andreescu, Canada, 2-6, 7-5, 6-1. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, and So¬ 
fia Kenin, United States, def. Paige Mary 
Hourigan, New Zealand, and Taylor 
Townsend, United States, 1-6, 6-1,10-7. 


Qatar Open 

Saturday 
Doha, Qatar 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Final 

Roberto Bautista Agut (7), Spain, def. 
Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic, 6-4, 3-6, 


Maharashtra Open 

Saturday 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Final 

Kevin Anderson (1), South Africa, def. 
Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, 7-6 (4), 6-7 (2), 7-6 
(5). 

Doubles 

Final 

Rohan Bopanna and Divij Sharan (1), 
India, def. Luke Bambridge and Jonny 
O’Mara, Britain, 6-3, 6-4. 


Shenzhen Open 

Saturday 
Shenzhen, China 
Surface^Hard-Outdoor 

Semifinals 

Alison Riske, United States, def. Vera 
Zvonareva, Russia, 6-0,1-0 retired. 

Aryna Sabalenka (1), Belarus, def. 
Wang Yafan, China, 6-2, 6-1. 

Final 

Aryna Sabalenka (1), Belarus, def. Ali¬ 
son Riske, United States, 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Doubles 

Final 

Peng Shuai and Zhaoxuan Yang (2), 
China, def. Duan Yingying, China, and Re¬ 
nata Voracova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Roundup 


Williamson lifts No. 1 Duke past Clemson 



Associated Press 

DURHAM, N.C. — Zion Wil¬ 
liamson took two dribbles in 
the open court, and inspiration 
struck: This was the perfect time 
to show off his 360-degree dunk. 

In a freshman season full of 
highlight-reel plays for No. 1 
Duke, this one might have been 
the most breathtaking. 

“I said, ‘You know what? I’m 
wide open. Why not?’” William¬ 
son said. “I did it, got high enough 
and it was almost like a layup.” 

Williamson had 25 points and 
10 rebounds in addition to that 
spectacular dunk, and the Blue 
Devils beat Clemson 87-68 on 
Saturday night in their Atlantic 
Coast Conference opener. 

“There’s no ceiling on how many 
times he can twirl,” coach Mike 
Krzyzewski quipped, “as long as 
he puts the damned thing in.” 

RJ Barrett, the ACC’s leading 
scorer, finished with 13 points 
while freshman point guard Tre 
Jones had 10 points and a sea¬ 
son-best nine assists. Jack White 
added 12 points and Marquise 
Bolden had 11 for the Blue Dev¬ 
ils (12-1,1-0), who shot 48 percent 
and turned 19 Clemson turnovers 
into 27 points. 

Playing their first game in 16 
days, they needed roughly 20 
minutes to shake off the rust be¬ 
fore scoring the first 14 points 
of the second half to break it 
open and cruise to their seventh 
straight win. 

Marcquise Reed scored 15 
points, Elijah Thomas finished 
with 14 and Shelton Mitchell had 
11, but the Tigers (10-4, 0-1) had 
their four-game winning streak 
snapped. 

“In the second half, we just gave 
in,” coach Brad Brownell said. 

Alabama 77, No. 13 Ken¬ 
tucky 75: Tevin Mack scored 
22 points, and the host Crimson 
Tide topped the Wildcats in the 
Southeastern Conference opener 
for both teams. 

Dazon Ingram scored all 11 of 
his points after halftime, includ¬ 
ing some key free throws in Ala¬ 
bama’s fifth consecutive win. 

PJ Washington scored on a 
dunk with 5 seconds to play and 


Kentucky (10-3) quickly fouled 
John Petty, who made one of two 
from the line. 

Kira Lewis Jr. had 12 points for 
the Tide (10-3,1-0). 

Washington led the Wildcats 
(10-3, 0-1) with 15 points. 

Iowa State 77, No. 5 Kan¬ 
sas 60: Marial Shayok scored 
24 points, and the host Cyclones 
routed the Jayhawks for their 
fifth straight win. 

Freshman Tyrese Haliburton 
had 14 points for Iowa State (12- 
2, 2-0), which opened Big 12 play 
with back-to-back wins for the 
first time since 2015. 

Quentin Grimes scored 19 points 
for Kansas, and Dedric Lawson 
had 13 points and 12 rebounds. 
The Jayhawks (12-2,1-1) commit¬ 
ted a season-high 24 turnovers. 

No. 3 Tennessee 96, Georgia 
50: Jordan Bowden scored 20 
points and the host Vols opened 
Southeastern Conference play by 
trouncing the Bulldogs for their 
eighth consecutive victory. 

Tennessee (12-1, 1-0) recorded 


the most lopsided triumph in the 
series’ 156-game history, sur¬ 
passing a 105-69 Volunteers vic¬ 
tory on Feb. 1,1975. 

Derek Ogbeide scored 17 points 
for Georgia (8-5, 0-1), which had 
won three in a row. 

No. 4 Virginia 65, No. 9 Flor¬ 
ida State 5: Kyle Guy scored 21 
points and the host Cavaliers lim¬ 
ited Florida State to 15 field goals. 

Guy scored 18 in the first half 
as Virginia (13-0, 1-0 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) opened a 42-23 
lead. Braxton Key had 20 points 
for the Cavs, who are off to their 
best start since the 2014-15 team 
won its first 19 games. 

Phil Cofer scored nine points 
for the Seminoles (12-2,0-1)., 

No. 7 Gonzaga 91, Santa 
Clara 48: Rui Hachimura scored 
25 points and the No. 7 Bulldogs 
opened the defense of their West 
Coast Conference regular-season 
title. 

Brandon Clarke added 16 
points for Gonzaga (14-2) in its 
18th consecutive victory over the 


Broncos since 2011. Josh Perkins 
had six points, five rebounds, five 
assists and four steals. The Bull¬ 
dogs have won 23 straight WCC 
openers, 

No. 8 Michigan State 86, No. 
14 Ohio State 77: Cassius Win¬ 
ston scored 25 points, Nick Ward 
added 21 and the visiting Spartans 
earned their eighth straight win. 

The second half was tied six 
times before Michigan State 
(13-2, 4-0 Big Ten) took the lead 
on a Ward foul shot, and a layup 
by Kenny Goins put them up by 
three with 3:28 left. 

No. 10 Virginia Tech 77, Bos¬ 
ton College 66: Nickeil Alex- 
ander-Walker scored 25 points 
to lead the host Hokies to their 
eighth consecutive victory. 

Alexander-Walker went 9-for- 
14 from the floor for Virginia 
Tech (13-1, 2-0 ACC), which shot 
55.6 percent (15-for-27) in the 
second half. 

No. 11 Texas Tech 63, Kansas 
State 57: Davide Moretti scored 
19 points and Matt Mooney added 


14 to help Texas Tech hold off 
Kansas State. 

Barry Brown led the Wildcats 
with 16 points and Cartier Diarra 
added 11 on a day when they shot 
just 33 percent (19-for-57) from 
the field. 

No. 15 North Carolina 85, 
Pittsburgh 60: Cam Johnson 
scored 15 points in his homecom¬ 
ing, and the Tar Heels rolled to a 
road win. 

Johnson, a graduate transfer 
from the Pittsburgh suburbs who 
left the Panthers in the spring 
of 2017, shook off the boos and 
hit his first three shots as North 
Carolina (11-3,1-0 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) provided the re¬ 
building Panthers a reminder of 
how far they still have to go under 
first-year coach Jeff Capel. 

No. 23 Oklahoma 74, Oklaho¬ 
ma State 64: Kristian Doolittle 
had 16 points and eight rebounds, 
helping the host Soooners. 

Brady Manek scored 15 points 
and Christian James added 14 
points and 11 rebounds for Okla¬ 
homa (12-2, 1-1 Big 12), which 
bounced back from a 70-63 loss at 
No. 5 Kansas on Wednesday. 

Army 77, Lafayette 69: Cayne 
Edwards scored 16 points, Tommy 
Funk had 11 points and 10 assists 
and the host Black Knights pulled 
away to snap a three-game skid. 

Trailing 42-25 at halftime, Pau- 
lius Zalys’ jumper sparked a 9-2 
run and the Leopards closed to 
within 10, but Army answered 
each bucket and led 69-57 on Ed¬ 
wards’ layup with 4:38 to go. 

Lukas Jarrett scored 14 and 
Justin Jaworski added 13 for La¬ 
fayette (3-10, 0-2). 

Utah State 79, Air Force 62: 
Sam Merrill and Neemias Queta 
had double-doubles and the host 
Aggies never trailed. 

Merrill had 18 points and 12 as¬ 
sists, Queta had 13 points and 10 
rebounds, Quinn Taylor added 16 
points and Brock Miller scored 15 
for Utah State (11-4,1-1 Mountain 
West Conference). 

The Falcons (5-9, 0-2) cut the 
deficit to 61-52 and that was the 
only time the margin was in sin¬ 
gle digits during the second half. 


Lobos knock off No. 6 Wolf Pack 


By GLEN ROSALES 

Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — New Mexico coach 
Paul Weir did his best to get the Lobos to focus on 
playing their game against undefeated and sixth- 
ranked Nevada. 

“I actually gave them a quote [Friday] and a quote 
[Saturday] in the locker room from Gregg Popovich 
after the Spurs beat the Raptors,” Weir said of the 
San Antonio head coach. “It’s not about who we’re 
playing. It’s not about anything, it’s just about us 
executing and competing. And that’s all we talked 
about for two days.” 

The message sunk as the Lobos shut down Ne¬ 
vada on Saturday, getting 27 points from Anthony 
Mathis and handing the Wolf Pack their first loss of 
the season, 85-58. 


“We had so many people rebound the ball. And 
play unselfish,” Mathis said. “A team that plays un¬ 
selfish is so hard to beat, as you see.” 

New Mexico (8-6, 2-0 Mountain West) knocked 
the Wolf Pack (14-1,1-1) from the ranks of the unde¬ 
feated and sent fans streaming onto the court. 

Vance Jackson came off the bench for a double¬ 
double, with 18 points and 10 rebounds, and added 
seven assists and three steals for the Lobos. 

Jordan Caroline scored 17 for Nevada, which 
looked out of sorts throughout. Brothers Caleb and 
Cody Martin combined for 4-for-21 shooting from 
the field and 17 points. 

New Mexico took control early in the first half 
with a 20-6 run for a 22-9 lead. The spurt featured 
three-pointers by Jackson and Dane Kuiper, as well 
as a resounding windmill dunk by Carlton Bragg 
that energized the crowd and the team. 



Andres Leighton/AP 


New Mexico guard Keith McGee, right, and forward Corey 
Manigault, left, celebrate with fans after the team’s 85-58 victory 
Saturday over previously unbeaten Nevada in Albuquerque, N.M. 
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Win is in the cards for Cowboys 

Prescott, Elliott power Dallas to 24-22 wild-card victory over Seahawks 



Dallas quarterback Dak Prescott (4) advances the ball to the 1-yard line on a short run for the end zone 
as Seattle safety Bradley McDougald (30) makes the stop during the Cowboys’ 24-22 NFC wild-card 


ARLINGTON, Texas — Dak 
Prescott saw an opening up the 
middle, then three defenders be¬ 
tween him and the first down. 

The Dallas quarterback found a 
way to get there, and get his first 
playoff victory two years after a 
sensational rookie season ended 
in disappointment. 

Ezekiel Elliott rushed for 137 
yards and the go-ahead touch¬ 
down in the fourth quarter, 
Prescott scored on a sneak after 
his dazzling head-over-heels run 
and the Cowboys hung on for a 24- 
22 wild-card win over the Seattle 
Seahawks on Saturday night. 

The win for the Cowboys (11- 
6) was the first for Elliott and 
Prescott after losing a divisional 
game in their playoff debut as 
first-year stars two years ago. 
Dallas will play at either New Or¬ 
leans or the Los Angeles Rams 
in the divisional round next 
weekend. 

“It’s really just a chance to 
keep going on, simple as that,” 
Prescott said. “Me and this whole 
team, we want to win it all. You 
can’t do that without taking care 
of the first one. A lot of excite¬ 
ment, but my goal is bigger than 
just one playoff win.” 

The loss ended a run of nine 
straight victories in playoff open¬ 
ers for the Seahawks (10-7). 
The Elias Sports Bureau says it 
was the longest streak in NFL 
history. 

Leading 17-14, Prescott faced 
third-and-14 from the Seattle 17 
with the 2-minute warning ap¬ 
proaching. He took off up the mid¬ 
dle on a QB draw, barged through 
a trio of defenders 6 yards short 
of the first and went down at the 1 
when he was flipped head-first by 
Tedric Thompson. 

Prescott, who also had an 11- 
yard scoring pass to Michael Gal¬ 
lup in the first half, scored on the 
next play in the eighth win in nine 
games for the Cowboys. 

“He’s just a rare guy,” coach 
Jason Garrett said. “His leader- 


win Saturday in Arlington, Texas. 

ship, his toughness, just his way, 
his spirit. It’s like none other. 
Somehow, some way, he’s going to 
figure this thing out for us.” 

Dallas’ defense, ranked in the 
top 10 most of the season, stifled 
the NFL’s No. 1 rushing offense 
and mostly kept quarterback 
Russell Wilson under control and 
handed him his first loss in four 
wild-card games. 

The Seahawks had finished the 
regular season with six wins in 
seven games to secure Wilson’s 
sixth playoff trip in seven years 
despite a roster overhaul and 0-2 
start. 

“This has been a special, spe¬ 
cial year,” Wilson said. “Just the 
growth of our team, the men in 
the locker room, just the way 
that we’ve played together, just 
eliminating the doubters and the 
things that people thought that we 
could only do.” 

Prescott, the NFL Offensive 
Rookie of the Year in 2016 when 


the Cowboys lost to Green Bay at 
home as the top seed in the NFC, 
threw for 226 yards, and his sneak 
for what appeared to be a clinch¬ 
ing score because Dallas burned 
more than five minutes while tak¬ 
ing 24-14 lead. 

But Tyler Lockett’s 53-yard 
catch set up a quick Seattle touch¬ 
down — Wilson’s 7-yard scoring 
pass to J.D. McKissic. The Se¬ 
ahawks got within two on their 
second two-point conversion fol¬ 
lowing an injury to Sebastian 
Janikowski. 

The missing kicker left the 
Seahawks no good options on an 
onside kick with 1:18 remaining. 
Punter Michael Dickson’s drop 
kick was caught by Cole Beasley 
at the Dallas 31, sealing the first 
playoff win for the Cowboys since 
beating Detroit in the wild-card 
round in the 2014 season. 

After Wilson ran for 4 yards 
for a touchdown and Mike Davis’ 
two-point conversion run put 
Seattle up 14-10 late in the third 
quarter, Prescott led a 67-yard 
drive to put the Cowboys back in 
front for good. 

A 34-yard pass to Amari Coo¬ 
per, who had seven catches for 
106 yards, led to Elliott’s 1-yard 
plunge after an apparent touch¬ 
down by the quarterback was 
overturned on replay. 

Prescott then had a chance to 
give the Cowboys a 10-point lead, 
but K. J. Wright made a juggling 
interception in the end zone. 

Dallas’ defense came through 
again, though, forcing a punt and 
giving Elliott a highlight play be¬ 
fore Prescott added his. The NFL 
rushing leader stiff-armed Sha- 
quill Griffin on a 17-yard run to 
get inside the 20. 

Seattle got a double dose of bad 
news at halftime when Janikows¬ 
ki missed a 57-yard field goal 
on the final play and injured his 


left hamstring. He yelled as he 
grabbed the back of his leg and 
limped to the locker room, unable 
to return. 

Still, the Seahawks took their 
first lead basically because the 
40-year-old’s injury forced them 
to try. 

Facing fourth-and-5 in Jan- 
ikowski’s range from the Dallas 
39, Doug Baldwin made a toe¬ 
dragging catch on the sideline for 
22 yards. After Wilson’s TD run, 
the Seahawks pushed their lead 
to 14-10 on Mike Davis’ run. 



Michael Ainsworth/AP 


Dallas wide receiver Allen Hums 
(17) is helped after an injury 
Saturday against Seattle. 

Gruesome 
injury takes 
out Hums 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Dal¬ 
las receiver Allen Hums was in 
surgery for a broken left ankle, a 
gruesome injury sustained in the 
first quarter of the Cowboys’ 24- 
22 wild-card win over Seattle. 

Owner and general manager 
Jerry Jones said Hums was 
“probably in surgery at this time” 
after the game Saturday night. 

Hums was being dragged down 
by Seahawks safety Bradley Mc¬ 
Dougald at the end of a 14-yard 
catch for a first down when his 
lower left leg appeared to buckle. 

Hums, 27, writhed in pain on 
the turf as medical personnel 
rushed out to immobilize his leg. 
He was taken off the field on a cart 
after being placed on a stretcher, 
tears streaming down his face. 

The Cowboys signed Hums as 
a free agent in the offseason after 
waiving franchise career touch¬ 
down catches leader Dez Bryant 
in a cost-cutting move. With the 
catch against the Seahawks, Hums 
had 21 catches for 309 yards with 
two touchdowns this season. 



Ron Jenkins/AP 


Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott (4) ran for a touchdown 
and threw a touchdown pass in his team’s win Saturday. 
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Scoreboard 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday’s games 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday’s games 
L.A. Chargers at Baltimore 
Philadelphia at Chicago 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 12 
Indianapolis at Kansas City 
Chicago/Dallas at L.A. Rams 
Sunday, Jan. 13 

Baltimore/LA Chargers at New England 
Dallas/Philadelphia at New Orleans 

Saturday 

Colts 21, Texans 7 

Indianapolis 14 7 0 0-21 

Houston 0 0 0 7—7 

First Quarter 

Ind —Ebron 6 pass from Luck (Vinatieri 
kick), 10:32. 

Ind-Mack 2 run (Vinatieri kick), 4:03. 

Second Quarter 

Ind —Inman 18 pass from Luck (Vinat¬ 
ieri kick), 6:24. 

Fourth Quarter 

Hou—Coutee 6 pass from Watson 
(Fairbairn kick), 10:57. 

A—71,798. 


Ind 

26 


Hou 

20 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 

Rushes-yards js-^uu ib-iua 

Passing 222 217 

Punt Returns 2-20 0-0 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 1-26 

Interceptions Ret. 1-10 1-0 

Comp-Att-Int 19-32-1 29-49-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 3-18 

Punts 4-37.0 5-46.8 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 2-10 8-67 

Time of Possession 31:14 28:46 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Indianapolis, Mack 24-148, 
Luck 8-29, Pascal 1-14, Wilkins 2-9. Hous¬ 
ton, Watson 8-76, Miller 5-18, Blue 2-8, 
Foreman 1-3. 

PASSING —ll 

222. Houston, V_ _ 

RECEIVING —Indianapolis, Hilton 5- 
85, Inman 4-53, Rogers 4-46, Ebron 3-26, 
Mack 2-6, Pascal 1-6. Houston, Coutee 
11-110, Miller 8-63, Hopkins 5-37, Blue 2- 
11, Akins 2-8, Griffin 1-6. 

Cowboys 24, Seahawks 22 

Seattle 0 6 8 8-22 

Dallas 3 7 0 14-24 

First Quarter 

Dal—FG Maher 39, 9:50. 

Second Quarter 
Sea-FG Janikowski 27, 7:03. 

Sea-FG Janikowski 42, 1:43. 

Dal—Gallup 11 pass from Prescott 
(Maher kick), :24. 

Third Quarter 

Sea—R.Wilson 4 run (Davis run), 1:59. 

Fourth Quarter 

Dal —Elliott 1 run (Maher kick), 12:28. 
Dal —Prescott 1 run (Maher kick), 2:08. 
Sea—McKissic 7 pass from R.Wilson 
(Carson run), 1:18. 


Sea 


18-27-0 22-33-1 


-94,327. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

PuntS 7-51.4 5-45.0 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 5-36 6-36 

Time of Possession 25:10 34:50 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Seattle, Penny 4-29, Carson 
13-20, R.Wilson 3-14, Davis 4-10. Dallas, 
Elliott 26-137, Prescott 6-29, R.Smith 1-1, 
Austin l-(minus 3). 

PASSING-Seattle, R.Wilson 18-27-0- 
233. Dallas, Prescott 22-33-1-226. 

RECEIVING—Seattle, Lockett 4-120, 
E.Dickson 4-42, Baldwin 3-32, Davis 2-22, 
McKissic 2-13, Carson 2-(minus 1), Van- 
nett 1-5. Dallas, Cooper 7-106, Elliott 4-32, 
Beasley 3-28, Jarwin 3-15, Gallup 2-18, 
Hums 1-14, Austin 1-7, N.Brown 1-6. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Seattle, Jan¬ 
ikowski 57. Dallas, Maher 58. 


Luck, Colts continue turnaround 

Quarterback leads Indianapolis to dominant wild-card defeat of Texans 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 


Indianapolis quarterback Andrew Luck (12) scrambles as he is pressured by Houston linebacker Duke 
Ejiofor (53). Luck passed for 222 yards and two touchdowns in the Colts’ 21-7 wild-card win Saturday. 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — A year ago, An¬ 
drew Luck was at home struggling 
with an injured shoulder that cost 
him the entire season. 

On Saturday he wrote a happy 
ending to the latest chapter of his 
comeback season, throwing for 
222 yards and two touchdowns 
and the Indianapolis Colts raced 
out to a big lead and cruised to a 
21-7 win over the Houston Texans 
in the wild-card game. 

Luck put on a show in his home¬ 
town in a stadium where he’d 
attended games throughout child¬ 
hood and played in them since 
high school, throwing for 191 
yards and two touchdowns before 
halftime to help the Colts (11-6) 
build a 21-0 lead. 

He denied feeling “at home” 
at NRG Stadium, but conceded 
to having warm feelings for the 
city he grew up in and where his 
grandparents and many friends 
still reside. 

“But it’s still an away stadium,” 
he said. “It was very loud, very en¬ 
ergetic, but fun to win, certainly.” 

Running back Marlon Mack 
had 148 yards and a touchdown 
for Indianapolis, which advances 
to face the top-seeded Kansas 
City Chiefs in the divisional round 
next weekend. 

“We know we have an elite 
quarterback and we can throw it 
for 400 and win when we have to,” 
Indianapolis coach Frank Reich 
said. 

“But the margin for error in 
playoff football when you try to do 
it that way is very thin. When you 
can win like this — running the 
football and stopping it — that’s 
just everything.” 

Houston (11-6), which over¬ 
came a 0-3 start to win the AFC 
South, gave up too many big plays 
and couldn’t get anything going 
on offense in the first half to fall 
into the huge hole. 

Deshaun Watson, who was 
sacked an NFL-leading 62 times 
in the regular season, was sacked 
three times and hit eight more 
times in a disappointing playoff 
debut. He finished with 235 yards 
passing with a touchdown and an 


interception. 

“Just a lack of execution on our 
part,” Watson said. “We didn’t 
make plays. I didn’t make plays. 
Communication was a little off. 
You just got to give the Colts the 
credit.” 

The Colts, who opened the sea¬ 
son 1-5, continued an impressive 
run by winning their fifth straight 
and for the 10th time in 11 games. 
Saturday was their first playoff 
appearance since the AFC cham¬ 
pionship game loss at New Eng¬ 
land in the “Deflategate” game in 
the 2014 season. 

It was another good game in 
a splendid season for Luck. He 
threw for 4,593 yards and 39 
touchdowns in the regular season 
after missing all of 2017 with a 
shoulder injury. 

The Texans didn’t score until 
rookie Keke Coutee grabbed a 6- 
yard touchdown pass to cap a 16- 


play, 89-yard drive that included a 
fourth-down conversion that cut it 
to 21-7 with about 11 minutes left. 

They led the NFL with nine 
comeback wins this season, but 
their attempt at a rally ended on 
their next possession when Wat¬ 
son’s pass on fourth-and-10 from 
the Indianapolis 24 fell short with 
about four minutes left. 

Luck threw for 863 yards with 
six touchdowns as the teams split 
two meetings in the regular sea¬ 
son. He picked up right where he 
left off in this one, when he found 
Eric Ebron on a 6-yard TD pass 
on their first drive. That play was 
set up by a 38-yard catch by T.Y. 
Hilton, who had 63 yards receiv¬ 
ing on that drive. 

Hilton didn’t have any catches 
on the next drive, but the Colts 
still drove down the field easily 
and made it 14-0 on a 2-yard run 
by Mack later in the first. 


Houston went for it on fourth- 
and-4 from the Indianapolis 45 on 
its second possession and Watson 
was intercepted by Kenny Moore 
II. It was his first interception 
since he threw two against the 
Redskins on Nov. 18. 

The Colts got to the 17 after that 
before J.J. Watt deflected Luck’s 
pass and he was intercepted by 
Brandon Dunn. But the Texans 
couldn’t move the ball and had to 
punt. 

Indianapolis pushed the lead to 
21-0 when Luck connected with 
Dontrelle Inman on an 18-yard 
touchdown pass in the second 
quarter. 

“It’s very frustrating when 
they’re able to execute and get 
their job done,” Watt said. “We 
had a couple of big penalties early 
in the game as well. But you have 
to overcome it and you have to 
find a way to win.” 
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NBA 




Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


L Pet GB 

29 12 .707 - 

26 14 .650 2V4 

23 15 .605 4V4 

19 21 .475 9V4 

10 29 .256 18 

Southeast Division 
Miami 19 18 .514 - 

Charlotte 18 20 .474 114 

Orlando 17 21 .447 214 

Washington 15 24 .385 5 

Atlanta 11 27 .289 8V4 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 27 11 .711 - 

Indiana 26 12 .684 1 

Detroit 17 20 .459 914 

Chicago 10 29 .256 1714 

Cleveland 8 32 .200 20 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 22 16 .579 - 

San Antonio 23 17 .575 - 

Memphis 18 21 .462 414 

Dallas 18 21 .462 414 

New Orleans 18 22 .450 5 

Northwest Division 

Denver 26 11 .703 - 

Oklahoma City 25 13 .658 114 

Portland 23 17 .575 414 

Utah 20 20 .500 714 

Minnesota 18 21 .462 9 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 26 14 .650 - 

L.A. Clippers 22 16 .579 3 

L.A. Lakers 21 18 .538 414 

Sacramento 19 20 .487 614 

Phoenix 9 31 .225 17 

Friday’s games 
Utah 117, Cleveland 91 
Boston 114, Dallas 93 
Brooklyn 109, Memphis 100 
Indiana 119, Chicago 116, OT 
Miami 115, Washington 109 
Minnesota 120, Orlando 103 
Milwaukee 144, Atlanta 112 
L.A. Clippers 121, Phoenix 111 
New York 119, L.A. Lakers 112 
Oklahoma City 111, Portland 109 
Saturday’s games 
Denver 123, Charlotte 110 
Utah 110, Detroit 105 
Philadelphia 106, Dallas 100 
New Orleans 133, Cleveland 98 
San Antonio 108, Memphis 88 
Toronto 123, Milwaukee 116 
Golden State 127, Sacramento 123 
Portland 110, Houston 101 
Sunday’s games 
Brooklyn at Chicago 
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota 
Orlando at L.A. Clippers 
Miami at Atlanta 
Washington at Oklahoma City 
Indiana at Toronto 
Charlotte at Phoenix 

Monday’s games 
San Antonio at Detroit 
Brooklyn at Boston 
Denver at Houston 
Memphis at New Orleans 
Utah at Milwaukee 
L.A. Lakers at Dallas 
New York at Portland 
Orlando at Sacramento 

Tuesday’s games 
Indiana at Cleveland 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at Toronto 
Denver at Miami 
Minnesota at Oklahoma City 
Sacramento at Phoenix 
Charlotte at L.A. Clippers 
New York at Golden State 


Aaron Gash/AP 

Toronto’s Kawhi Leonard drives past the Bucks’ Khris Middleton, 
left, during the first half of Saturday’s game in Milwaukee. Leonard 
scored 30 points in the Raptors’ 123-116 victory. 


Roundup 


Leonard, Siakam lead 
Raptors past Bucks 


Saturday 

Warriors 127, Kings 123 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 11-20 4-5 29, 
Green 5-7 1-1 12, Looney 2-2 1-1 5, Curry 
14-26 4-4 42, Thompson 8-15 1-2 20, McK- 
innie 0-2 0-0 0, Jerebko 1-5 0-0 2, Bell 0-1 
0-0 0, Livingston 0-0 0-0 0, Cook 3-6 1-1 10, 
Iguodala 3-9 0-0 7. Totals 47-93 12-14 127. 

SACRAMENTO - Bogdanovic 5-17 4-5 
17, Bjelica 5-9 0-0 12, Cauley-Stein 6-13 

2-4 14, Fox 3-12 2-2 8, Hield 12-21 0-0 32, 
Jackson 10-14 3-3 28, Giles III 1-4 0-0 2, 
Ferrell 2-4 0-0 5, McLemore 2-3 0-0 5. To¬ 
tals 46-97 11-14 123. 

Golden State 43 27 26 31-127 

Sacramento 29 40 34 20-123 

3-Point Goals—Golden State 21-47 
(Curry 10-20, Cook 3-4, Thompson 3-6, 
Durant 3-7, Green 1-2, Iguodala 1-5, McK- 
innie 0-1, Jerebko 0-2), Sacramento 20-36 
(Hield 8-13, Jackson 5-7, Bogdanovic 3-8, 
Bjelica2-2, Ferrell 1-1, McLemore 1-2, Fox 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Gold¬ 
en State 47 (Jerebko 8), Sacramento 43 
(Cauley-Stein 13). Assists—Golden State 
29 (Durant 9), Sacramento 34 (Bogda¬ 
novic, Fox 7). Total Fouls—Golden State 
16, Sacramento 18. Technicals—Golden 
State coach Warriors (Defensive three 
second). A-17,583 (17,608). 

Raptors 123, Bucks 116 

TORONTO - Leonard 8-16 12-15 30, 
Siakam 11-15 5-7 30, Ibaka 11-17 2-3 25, 
VanVIeet 6-12 4-4 21, Green 5-7 0-0 12, 
Anunoby 1-6 0-0 3, Powell 0-5 2-2 2, Mon¬ 
roe 0-0 0-0 0, Wright 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 42-82 
25-31 123. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 6-13 0-1 14, 
Antetokounmpo 16-25 8-11 43, Lopez 2-6 
0-0 5, Bledsoe 4-9 4-5 14, Brogdon 5-11 4-4 
15, Ilyasova 1-5 0-0 3, Wilson 0-1 0-0 0, Hill 
2-4 6-6 11, S.Brown 4-7 0-0 11, Snell 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 40-81 22-27 116. 

Toronto 27 29 35 32-123 

Milwaukee 34 23 25 34-116 

Three-Point Goals—Toronto 14-31 
(VanVIeet 5-8, Siakam 3-5, Leonard 2- 
3, Green 2-3, Ibaka 1-3, Anunoby 1-5, 
Wright 0-1, Powell 0-3), Milwaukee 14-37 
(Antetokounmpo 3-5, S.Brown 3-6, Bled¬ 
soe 2-6, Middleton 2-6, Hill 1-3, Ilyasova 

1- 3, Brogdon 1-4, Lopez 1-4). Fouled 
Out—Middleton. Rebounds—Toronto 38 
(Ibaka, Green 9), Milwaukee 38 (Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 18). Assists—Toronto 28 (Van¬ 
VIeet 8), Milwaukee 29 (Middleton 9). 
Total Fouls—Toronto 22, Milwaukee 20. 
Technicals—Toronto coach Nick Nurse, 
Milwaukee coach Bucks (Defensive three 
second), Lopez. A-18,028 (17,500). 

Spurs 108, Grizzlies 88 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 3-6 1-2 7, Jack- 
son Jr. 5-8 4-5 15, M.Gasol 2-9 2-2 6, Con¬ 
ley 7-12 4-4 21, Temple 3-11 0-0 7, Rabb 
0-0 0-0 0, Green 2-8 3-3 8, Noah 0-2 1-2 1, 
Carter 2-8 0-0 6, Brooks 6-11 0-1 15, Holi¬ 
day 1-7 0-0 2. Totals 31-82 15-19 88. 

SAN ANTONIO - White 8-9 2-2 19, Gay 

4-12 0-0 9, Aldridge 5-9 8-10 18, Forbes 2-7 

2- 2 7, DeRozan 3-10 6-7 12, Pondexter 0-1 
0-0 0, Cunningham 1-3 0-0 2, Bertans 1-5 
1-2 4, Eubanks 0-0 2-2 2, Poeltl 5-5 1-2 11, 
Mills 5-6 2-3 15, Belinelli 2-6 5-5 9. Totals 
36-73 29-35 108. 

Memphis 25 19 22 22- 88 

San Antonio 27 37 24 20-108 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 11-28 
(Brooks 3-5, Conley 3-5, Carter 2-5, Green 
1-2, Jackson Jr. 1-3, Temple 1-4, M.Gasol 
0-2, Holiday 0-2), San Antonio 7-22 (Mills 

3- 4, White 1-1, Gay 1-2, Forbes 1-5, Ber¬ 
tans 1-5, Pondexter 0-1, Cunningham 
0-1, Belinelli 0-3). Fouled Out—Green. 
Rebounds—Memphis 42 (M.Gasol 11), 
San Antonio 43 (DeRozan 9). Assists— 
Memphis 21 (M.Gasol 6), San Antonio 26 
(Aldridge 7). Total Fouls-Memphis 29, 
San Antonio 19. Technicals—Noah, San 
Antonio coach Spurs (Defensive three 
second), San Antonio coach Gregg Popo¬ 
vich. A-18,354 (18,581). 

Trail Blazers 110, Rockets 101 


30 16 31 24-101 

Portland 30 29 27 24-110 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 13-38 
(Rivers 5-10, Harden 5-17, Knight 1-2, 
House Jr. 1-3, Green 1-5, Ennis III 0-1), 
Portland 9-28 (McCollum 3-8, Lillard 2-5, 
Collins 1-1, Aminu 1-2, Layman 1-4, Cur¬ 
ry 1-4, Leonard 0-1, Turner 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Houston 40 (Ca- 
pela 21), Portland 47 (Nurkic 15). As¬ 
sists—Houston 13 (Harden 7), Portland 
27 (Lillard 12). Total Fouls-Houston 22, 
Portland 11. Technicals—Harden, Port¬ 
land coach Trail Blazers (Defensive three 
second). A-19,577 (19,393). 

Calendar 

Jan. 10 — All contracts guaranteed for 
rest of season. 

Feb. 7 - Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 

Feb. 16 — Three-point, slam dunk con¬ 
tests, Charlotte, N.C. 

Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 


Associated. Press 

MILWAUKEE — Kawhi Leon¬ 
ard and Pascal Siakam each 
scored 30 points, with Siakam 
setting a career high, and the To¬ 
ronto Raptors beat the Milwaukee 
Bucks 123-116 on Saturday night 
in a matchup of the top two teams 
in the NBA standings. 

Serge Ibaka added 25 points 
and nine rebounds, Fred VanVIeet 
had 21 points, and Danny Green 
12 points and nine rebounds. The 
Raptors slowly took charge in the 
second and third quarters and 
withstood the Bucks’ comeback 
attempt in the fourth. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 43 
points and 18 rebounds for Mil¬ 
waukee. Malcolm Brogdon added 
15 points, and Khris Middleton 
and Eric Bledsoe each had 14. 
The Bucks had won five straight. 

Warriors 127, Kings 123: 
Stephen Curry scored 20 of his 42 
points in the fourth quarter and 
had 10 three-pointers, and Golden 
State held off host Sacramento. 

Kevin Durant added 29 points, 
nine assists and five rebounds, 
and Klay Thompson scored 20 
points to help the Warriors com¬ 
plete a three-game sweep of the 
season series. 

Trail Blazers 110, Rockets 
101: Jusuf Nurkic had 25 points 
and 15 rebounds, and Portland 
snapped James Harden’s 40- 
point streak and visiting Hous¬ 
ton’s six-game winning streak on 
Saturday. 

Harden finished with 38 points, 
falling just short of his sixth 
straight game with 40 or more. 

CJ McCollum added 24 points 
and Damian Lillard finished with 
17 points and 12 assists for the 
Blazers, who have won three of 
their last four games. 


Nuggets 123, Hornets 110: 

Nikola Jokic scored a season- 
high 39 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds, Paul Millsap added 18 
points and Western Conference¬ 
leading Denver beat Charlotte 
for its 10th straight win at home. 

76ers 106, Mavericks 100: 
Joel Embiid had 25 points and 
12 rebounds, and Ben Simmons 
added 20 points, 14 rebounds and 
11 assists to help Philadelphia 
beat visiting Dallas. 

Jazz 110, Pistons 105: Dono¬ 
van Mitchell scored 24 of his 26 
points in the second half, and 
Utah rallied from an 18-point, 
second-quarter deficit to beat 
host Detroit. 

Spurs 108, Grizzlies 88: 

Derrick White scored 19 
points, LaMarcus Al¬ 
dridge added 18 and 
San Antonio overcame 
a sluggish start to beat 
visiting Memphis, 
handing the 
zlies their 
straight loss. 

Pelicans 
Cavaliers 
Jrue Holiday and 
Julius Randle 
both scored 22 
points and New 
Orleans handed 
host Cleve¬ 
land its ninth 
straight loss. 


The Rockets’ 
Janies Harden, 
right, shoots 
over the 
Trail Blazers’ 
Evan Turner 
on Saturday. 


Pelicans 133, Cavaliers 98 

NEW ORLEANS - Holiday 9-13 0-0 22, 
Randle 8-14 5-5 22, Davis 6-12 8-10 20, Pay- 
ton 5-8 2-2 13, Moore 3-6 3-3 10, Hill 0-0 0-0 
0, Miller 4-6 2-3 14, Diallo 2-2 1-2 5, Okafor 

3-5 4-4 10, Frazier 1-2 0-0 3, Clark 3-5 0-0 8, 
Jackson 3-8 0-0 6. Totals 47-81 25-29 133. 

CLEVELAND - Osman 5-121-113, Nance 
Jr. 2-7 2-2 6, Thompson 4-8 2-2 10, Sexton 5- 
12 3-4 15, Burks 2-9 2-2 8, Jones 7-13 0-2 15, 
Frye 3-8 0-0 8, Clarkson 8-17 4-5 23, McCaw 
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 36-88 14-18 98. 

New Orleans 28 33 37 35-133 

Cleveland 26 26 20 26- 98 

Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 14-27 
(Miller 4-5, Holiday 4-6, Clark 2-3, Payton 
1-1, Frazier 1-2, Randle 1-3, Moore 1-3, 
Davis 0-2, Jackson 0-2), Cleveland 12-33 
(Clarkson 3-6, Osman 2-4, Sexton 2-5, 
Frye 2-5, Burks 2-6, Jones 1-4, Nance Jr. 
0-1, McCaw 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—New Orleans 44 (Randle 12), 
Cleveland 34 (Thompson 11). Assists— 
New Orleans 29 (Randle 8), Cleveland 22 
(Burks 6). Total Fouls—New Orleans 18, 
Cleveland 23. Technicals—Okafor, Jones. 
A—19,432 (20,562). 


76ers 106, Mavericks 100 

DALLAS - Matthews 7-11 0-0 18, 
Barnes 2-9 3-4 7, Jordan 4-5 0-0 8, Smith 
Jr. 1-5 0-0 2, Doncic 4-16 5-10 14, Finney- 
Smith 2-8 0-0 4, Kleber 3-6 0-0 6, Powell 

5- 6 3-5 13, Brunson 4-14 4-4 13, Broekhoff 

6- 8 0-0 15. Totals 38-88 15-23 100. 

PHILADELPHIA - Korkmaz 2-8 2-2 7, 
Bolden 4-8 3-6 11, Embiid 7-17 10-11 25, 
Simmons 9-17 2-6 20, Redick 8-14 2-3 20, 
Muscala 2-5 0-0 4, Shamet 3-6 0-0 7, Mc¬ 
Connell 2-5 2-4 6, Milton 2-4 1-1 6. Totals 
39-84 22-33 106. 

Dallas 26 25 19 30-100 

Philadelphia 31 28 28 19-106 

Three-Point Goals-Dallas 9-31 (Mat¬ 
thews 4-7, Broekhoff 3-5, Brunson 1-3, 
Doncic 1-8, Smith Jr. 0-1, Kleber 0-1, 
Finney-Smith 0-3, Barnes 0-3), Philadel¬ 
phia 6-26 (Redick 2-6, Milton 1-2, Embiid 
1-3, Shamet 1-4, Korkmaz 1-6, Bolden 0- 
2, Muscala 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Dallas 49 (Brunson 11), Phila¬ 
delphia 50 (Simmons 14). Assists—Dallas 
27 (Brunson 8), Philadelphia31 (Simmons 
11). Total Fouls—Dallas 23, Philadelphia 
20. A—20,656 (20,478). 


Jazz 110, Pistons 105 


18, Mitchell 10-21 5-6 26, Crowder 1-8 2-3 
4, O’Neale 0-0 0-0 0, Sefolosha 2-4 2-2 6, 
Udoh 1-2 0-0 2, Neto 2-3 0-0 4, Exum 1-12-2 
4, Korver 3-4 0-0 8. Totals 39-82 25-32 110. 

DETROIT - Bullock 7-14 0-0 19, Griffin 
13-21 5-6 34, Drummond 7-10 1-4 15, Jack- 
son 4-10 2-2 12, Brown 3-7 6-6 12, Johnson 

1- 5 2-2 4, Leuer 0-3 0-0 0, Galloway 0-1 0-0 
0, Calderon 3-6 0-0 7, Kennard 1-5 0-0 2. 
Totals 39-82 16-20 105. 

Utah 13 35 28 34-110 

Detroit 31 22 25 27-105 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 7-21 (Korver 

2- 3, Ingles 2-4, Favors 1-2, Mitchell 1-3, 
Rubio 1-4, Sefolosha 0-1, Crowder 0-4), 
Detroit 11-25 (Bullock 5-8, Griffin 3-7, 
Jackson 2-4, Calderon 1-1, Kennard 0-1, 
Brown 0-1, Johnson 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Utah 42 (Gobert 11), 
Detroit 44 (Drummond 18). Assists—Utah 
24 (Mitchell, Exum 5), Detroit 18 (Brown 
7). Total Fouls—Utah 23, Detroit 23. Tech¬ 
nicals—Utah coach Jazz (Defensive three 
second). A-17,255 (20,491). 


Nuggets 123, Hornets 110 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 4-6 0-0 11, Wil¬ 
liams 6-15 1-2 16, Biyombo 7-10 2-3 16, 
Walker 6-17 7-9 20, Graham 3-9 2-2 10, 
Bridges 1-1 0-0 2, Kidd-Gilchrist 2-4 3-4 7, 
W.Hernangomez 3-7 4-4 10, Monk 6-11 2-2 
16, Parker 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 39-82 21-26 110. 

DENVER - J.Hernangomez 0-3 0-0 0, 
Jokic 16-29 4-5 39, Plumlee 4-5 0-0 8, Mur¬ 
ray 3-13 0-0 8, Craig 4-7 2-4 12, Millsap 7- 
14 3-4 18, Lydon 0-0 0-0 0, Lyles 2-5 4-4 9, 
Morris 2-7 2-2 8, Goodwin 0-0 0-0 0, Harris 

7-15 0-1 17, Beasley 2-4 0-0 4. Totals 47- 
102 15-20 123. 

Charlotte 26 30 28 26-110 

Denver 31 27 31 34-123 

Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 11-29 
(Batum 3-5, Williams 3-8, Monk 2-5, Gra¬ 
ham 2-5, Walker 1-6), Denver 14-39 (Har¬ 
ris 3-8, Jokic 3-9, Morris 2-3, Murray 2-4, 
Craig 2-4, Millsap 1-3, Lyles 1-3, Beasley 
0-2, J.Hernangomez 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Charlotte 47 (Biyombo 
12), Denver 46 (Jokic 12). Assists—Char¬ 
lotte 22 (Graham 8), Denver 30 (Murray 
7). Total Fouls—Charlotte 18, Denver 19. 
A-19,861 (19,520). 


Harden, H0U 
Curry, G0L 
Durant, GOL 
Davis, NOR 
James, LAL 


Drummond, DET 
Jordan, DAL 
Embiid, PHL 
Davis, NOR 
Whiteside, MIA 


Leaders 

Scoring 

G FG FT 

35 344 325 
29 284 136 
40 394 278 
35 359 244 

34 340 180 
Rebounds 

G OFF DEF 

37 196 358 
39 121 425 

38 89 425 

35 117 347 
32 126 289 


Westbrook, OKC 
Lowry, TOR 
Wall, WAS 
Harden, HOU 


30 


PTS AVG 

1180 33.7 
852 29.4 
1139 28.5 
996 28.5 
928 27.3 

TOT AVG 

554 15.0 
546 14.0 
514 13.5 
464 13.3 
415 13.0 

AST AVG 

300 10.0 
294 9.8 

279 8.7 

298 8.5 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

42 32 8 2 66 176 124 

41 27 12 2 56 152 113 

52 122 110 

50 120 120 

49 131 132 

41 130 142 

39 122 148 

35 132 167 


22 15 

17 16 

16 20 
15 22 


Washington 
Pittsburgh n 
Columbus A 
N.Y. Islanders 4 
Carolina 4 
N.Y. Rangers 4 
New Jersey 4 
Philadelphia 4 


Metropolitan Division 


23 13 

18 17 

17 16 

16 17 

15 20 


52 141 119 
52 144 117 
51 135 126 
50 121 107 
41 103 114 
41 114 136 
39 120 134 
36 116 148 


Western Conference 


Nashville 

Winnipeg 

Colorado 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
St. Louis 

Calgary 

Vegas 

San Jose 

Anaheim 

Vancouver 

Edmonton 

Arizona 


Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

43 25 15 3 53 131 109 

40 25 13 2 52 134 115 

42 22 16 4 48 115 111 

42 20 14 8 48 144 129 

20 17 3 43 118 114 

" " “ 37 123 156 

36 110 129 


43 15 21 

39 16 19 4 

Pacific Division 

43 26 13 4 

44 25 15 4 

43 23 13 7 

42 19 16 7 

45 20 21 4 

41 19 19 3 

41 17 21 3 


56 153 123 
54 133 117 
53 150 135 
45 104 123 
44 128 143 
41 114 131 
37 103 118 
37 98 127 
point 


os Angeles 43 17 23 

NOTE: Two points for___ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
Pittsburgh 4, Winnipeg 0 
Detroit 4, Nashville 3, OT 
Carolina 4, Columbus 2 
Dallas 2, Washington 1, OT 
New Jersey 3, Arizona 2, SO 
Colorado 6, N.Y. Rangers 1 
Vegas 3, Anaheim 2 

Saturday’s games 
Calgary 3, Philadelphia 2, OT 
Minnesota 4, Ottawa 3 
Columbus 4, Florida 3, OT 
Toronto 5, Vancouver 0 
Nashville 4, Montreal 1 
Boston 2, Buffalo 1 
N.Y. Islanders 4, St. Louis 3 
Los Angeles 4, Edmonton 0 
San Jose 5, Tampa Bay 2 

Sunday’s games 
Carolina at Ottawa 
N.Y. Rangers at Arizona 
New Jersey at Vegas 
Washington at Detroit 
Dallas at Winnipeg 
Edmonton at Anaheim 
Chicago at Pittsburgh 

Monday's games 
Nashville at Toronto 
St. Louis at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at Montreal 
Calgary at Chicago 
Los Angeles at San Jose 

Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota at Boston 
Carolina vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Florida at Pittsburgh 
New Jersey at Buffalo 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Columbus at Tampa Bay 
Montreal at Detroit 
Dallas at St. Louis 
Colorado at Winnipeg 
N.Y. Rangers at Vegas 
Edmonton at San Jose 

Saturday 

Sharks 5, Lightning 2 

Tampa Bay 1 1 0-2 

San Jose 2 1 2-5 

First Period—1, San Jose, Couture 16 
(Meier, E.Karlsson), 9:27. 2, San Jose, Pav- 
elski 25 (Burns), 10:01.3, Tampa Bay, Hed- 
man 5 (Palat, Stamkos), 16:13. 

Second Period—4, San Jose, Kane 13 
(Burns, E.Karlsson), 4:23 (pp). 5, Tampa 
Bay, Sergachev 1 (Joseph, Callahan), 
4:53. 

Third Period—6 , San Jose, Kane 14 
(Dillon), 5:18. 7, San Jose, Radii 6 (Burns, 
Meier), 12:20. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 8-9-3—20. 
San Jose 4-12-17-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa Bay 
0 of 2; San Jose 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 16-4- 
2 (33 shots-28 saves). San Jose, Jones 18- 
8-4 (19-17), Dell 5-5-3 (1-1). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:27. 

Flames 3, Flyers 2 (OT) 

Calgary 0 11 1-3 

Philadelphia 10 10-2 

First Period—1, Philadelphia, Sanheim 
4 (Weal, Provorov), 12:10 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Calgary, Gaudreau 
24 (Hanifin, Monahan), 8:51. 

Third Period—3, Philadelphia, Konec- 
ny 10, 5:57. 4, Calgary, Tkachuk 19 (Ben¬ 
nett, Hanifin), 15:43. 

Overtime—5, Calgary, Brodie 5 (Tka¬ 
chuk), 1:59. 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 11-10-10-1— 
32. Philadelphia 13-12-9-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 
of 2; Philadelphia 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Calgary, Rittich 14-4-3 (34 
shots-32 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 2-3-1 
(32-29). 

A-19,236 (19,543). T-2:31. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Sharks left wing Evander Kane celebrates after scoring against the 
Lightning during the third period Saturday in San Jose, Calif. 


Kings 4, Oilers 0 

Edmonton 0 0 0-0 

Los Angeles 3 0 1-4 

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Clifford 6 
(Doughty, Forbort), 3:15. 2, Los Angeles, 
ToffoTi 7 (Doughty), 9:35. 3, Los Angeles, 
Carter 8 (Muzzin, Leipsic), 13:57. 

Third Period—4, Los Angeles, Kopitar 
10 (Brown, Kovalchuk), 10:15. 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 3-7-6—16. 
Los Angeles 9-9-5—23. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 3; Los Angeles 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Talbot 7-11-2 (15 
shots-14 saves), Koskinen 12-8-1 (8-5). 
Los Angeles, Quick 7-10-2 (16-16). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:29. 

Islanders 4, Blues 3 

N.Y. Islanders 0 1 3-4 

St. Louis 2 0 1-3 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Schenn 8 
(Schwartz, Bouwmeester), 4:11. 2, St. 
Louis, Sanford 5 (Dunn, Bozak), 16:37. 

Second Period—3, N.Y. Islanders, Mar¬ 
tin 5 (Cizikas, Clutterbuck), 2:25. 

Third Period—4, N.Y. Islanders, Eb- 
erle 8 (Lee, Pelech), 8:27. 5, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Boychuk 3 (Cizikas, Leddy), 8:38. 6, 
N.Y. Islanders, Lee 15 (Toews, Mayfield), 
15:04. 7, St. Louis, O’Reilly 16 (Tarasenko, 
Perron), 18:27. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 6-2-6- 
14. St. Louis 10-8-14-32. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 2; St. Louis 0 of 5. 

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 11-6-3 
(32 shots-29 saves). St. Louis, Allen 14- 
13-4 (14-10). 

A-16,801 (19,150). T—2:30. 

Bruins 2, Sabres 1 

Buffalo 0 0 1-1 

Boston 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Boston, Wagner 5 (Ac- 
ciari), 10:10. 

Second Period—2, Boston, Backes 4 
(Rask), 2:00. 

Third Period—3, Buffalo, Ristolainen 
5, 17:22. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 10-10-12-32. 
Boston 13-15-13-41. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 1; Boston 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Ullmark 9-2-3 (41 
shots-39 saves). Boston, Rask 11-8-2 (32- 


31). 


A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:42. 


Maple Leafs 5, Canucks 0 

Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

Toronto 2 0 3-5 

First Period—1, Toronto, Tavares 27 
(Rielly, Brown), 8:54. 2, Toronto, Moore 1 
(Ozhiganov), 14:30. 

Third Period—3, Toronto, Matthews 20 
(Johnsson), 4:45. 4, Toronto, Johnsson 9 
(Matthews), 11:55. 5, Toronto, Ozhiganov 
2 (Dermott, Matthews), 14:49. 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 11-8-9—28. 
Toronto 12-12-10-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
0 of 3; Toronto 0 of 0. 


Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 17-12- 
3 (34 shots-29 saves). Toronto, Hutchin¬ 
son 2-2-2 (28-28). 

A-19,388 (18,819). T-2:23. 


Wild 4, Senators 3 

Minnesota 0 3 1-4 

Ottawa 1 1 1-3 

First Period —1, Ottawa, Duchene 17 
(Smith), 19:06. 

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Spur¬ 
geon 6 (Kunin, Parise), 0:41. 3, Ottawa, 
Dzingel 16 (Ryan, DeMelo), 8:08. 4, Min¬ 
nesota, Greenway 7 (Granlund, Staal), 
14:10. 5, Minnesota, Spurgeon 7 (Parise, 
Coyle), 16:31. 

Third Period—6 , Minnesota, Parise 19 
(Coyle, Kunin), 6:07. 7, Ottawa, Stone 20 
(Ceci, Wolanin), 10:10. 

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 8-13-5—26. 
Ottawa 15-4-8-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Minnesota 
0 of 3; Ottawa 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Dubnyk 15-14-3 
(27 shots-24 saves). Ottawa, Nilsson 3-9- 
1 (26-22). 

A—14,124 (18,572). T-2:31. 


Blue Jackets 4, 
Panthers 3 (OT) 

Columbus 111 1-4 

Florida 2 0 10-3 

First Period—1, Columbus, Duclair 9 
(Wennberg), 1:37. 2, Florida, Huberdeau 
11 (Barkov, Yandle), 13:19. 3, Florida, 
Hoffman 20, 18:09. 

Second Period—4, Columbus, Ander¬ 
son 15 (Jenner, Murray), 17:04. 

Third Period—5, Columbus, Dubinsky 
4, 6:58. 6, Florida, Ekblad 8 (McCann, 
Yandle), 17:47. 

Overtime—7, Columbus, Jones 7 (Du¬ 
bois, Panarin), 0:18. 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 14-11-9-1— 
35. Florida 10-7-13-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
0 of 2; Florida 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 18-12- 
1 (30 shots-27 saves). Florida, Reimer 8- 
7-4 (35-31). 

A—15,213 (19,250). T-2:27. 


Predators 4, Canadiens 1 

Nashville 2 1 1-4 

Montreal 0 1 0-1 

First Period-1, Nashville, Smith 13 
(Ekholm, Subban), 10:44. 2, Nashville, 
Ekholm 4 (Jarnkrok, Grimaldi), 19:24. 

Second Period—3, Montreal, Weber 6 
(Kotkaniemi), 12:47. 4, Nashville, Smith 
14 (Fiala, Subban), 13:05. 

Third Period—5, Nashville, Arvidsson 
12,19:15. 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 16-11-5-32. 
Montreal 11-9-8—28. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
0 of 2; Montreal 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Nashville, Saros 10-5-1 (28 
shots-27 saves). Montreal, Price 16-11-4 
(31-28). 

A—21,302 (21,288). T-2:29. 


Sharks put end to 
Lightning's streak 


Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Miss¬ 
ing three regular defensemen, 
the San Jose Sharks got a com¬ 
plete team effort and handed the 
Tampa Bay Lightning their first 
regulation loss in SVz weeks. 

Evander Kane scored two 
goals to reach 200 for his career 
as the Sharks beat Tampa Bay 
5-2 on Saturday night, snapping 
the NHL-leading Lightning’s 16- 
game point streak. 

Logan Couture, Joe Pavelski 
and Lukas Radii also scored for 
San Jose. Brent Bums had three 
assists, Erik Karlsson added two 
to extend his assists streak to 12 
games, and Martin Jones stopped 
19 shots. 

“It’s hard to take three guys 
out of your lineup and survive it,” 
Sharks coach Pete DeBoer said. 
“That’s as dangerous a group as 
there is in the league up front, 
particularly their top two lines. 
... We knew coming in that we 
would need everyone’s best ef¬ 
fort in order to have a chance to 
win tonight, and we got that from 
everybody.” 

The Sharks were without de¬ 
fensemen Justin Braun (knee), 
Marc-Edouard Vlasic (wrist) and 
Radim Simek (concussion). Braun 
was placed on injured reserve. 

“We’re fortunate, not a lot of 
teams have that type of depth 
where you can have three guys 
step in and play with a whole new 
set of pairings,” Kane said. “Cred¬ 
it to them, I thought we did a good 
job staying tight in our zone and 
not giving them too many Grade 
A looks.” 

Couture and Pavelski scored 34 
seconds apart midway through 
the first period to set the tone for 
San Jose. 

Victor Hedman and Mikhail 
Sergachev scored for the Light¬ 
ning, who had won seven straight 
and were 15-0-1 since a 3-1 loss to 
Anaheim on Nov. 27. Andrei Vasi¬ 
levskiy finished with 28 saves. 

“I felt we deserved a little bet¬ 
ter fate, we hit the post three 
times,” Lightning coach Jon Coo¬ 
per said. “Tonight was just not 
our night. For 16 or 17 games it 
was our night. Give them credit, 
they skated well. Hitting three 
posts, when you’re on a streak, 
those probably go in. Tonight they 
didn’t. This is still a great group 
of guys to coach.” 

Bruins 2, Sabres 1: Chris 
Wagner and David Backes scored, 
Tuukka Rask stopped 31 shots 
and host Boston earned its fourth 
straight victory. 

Rask was looking for his first 
shutout of the season, but former 
Bruins’ defenseman Rasmus Ris¬ 
tolainen beat him with a wrist 
shot on the glove side with 2:38 
left in regulation. 

Kings 4, Oilers 0: Jonathan 
Quick earned his 300th vic¬ 
tory, Anze Kopitar scored his 


300th goal and host Los Angeles 
climbed out of last place in the 
overall NHL standings. 

Kyle Clifford, Tyler Toffoli and 
Jeff Carter scored during a domi¬ 
nant first period, while Kopitar 
added his milestone goal in the 
third period. 

Islanders 4, Blues 3: Jor¬ 
dan Eberle and Johnny Boychuk 
scored 11 seconds apart in the 
third period to lead visiting New 
York. 

Anders Lee and Matt Martin 
also scored for the Islanders, who 
won their season-high sixth in a 
row and ninth in 10 games. 

Blue Jackets 4, Panthers 3 
(OT): Seth Jones scored 18 sec¬ 
onds into overtime and visiting 
Columbus won for the seventh 
time in nine games. 

Brandon Dubinsky, Josh An¬ 
derson and Anthony Duclair also 
scored for the Blue Jackets. Ser¬ 
gei Bobrovsky made 27 saves. 

Maple Leafs 5, Canucks 0: 
Michael Hutchinson stopped 28 
shots for his first shutout in more 
than two years and Auston Mat¬ 
thews had a goal and two assists 
to lead host Toronto. 

Predators 4, Canadiens 1: 
Craig Smith scored two goals in 
the win for visiting Nashville. 

Mattias Ekholm and Viktor Ar¬ 
vidsson also scored for the Preda¬ 
tors. P.K. Subban had two assists. 

Wild 4, Senators 3: Jared 
Spurgeon scored twice as Minne¬ 
sota dealt host Ottawa its seventh 
consecutive setback. 

Jordan Greenway and Zach 
Parise also scored for the Wild 
(20-17-3), who improved to 2-0 on 
a four-game trip. 

Flames 3, Flyers 2 (OT): TJ 
Brodie scored 1 minute, 59 sec¬ 
onds into overtime after Mat¬ 
thew Tkachuk tied it with 4:17 
left in regulation to lead visiting 
Calgary. 

Tkachuk assisted on the winner 
in the 3-on-3 extra session. Phila¬ 
delphia’s Jordan Weal turned the 
puck over in the Flyers’ offensive 
zone to set up a 2-on-l break. Tka¬ 
chuk sent a cross-ice pass to Bro¬ 
die, who beat Carter Hart to lead 
the Pacific Division leaders. 



Matt Slocum/AP 


The Flyers’ Jordan Weal skates 
off the ice after the Flyers lost 
3-2 in overtime against the 
Flames Saturday in Philadelphia. 
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Bison win 
seventh 
FCS title 


Richard Shiro (left), Rogelio V. Solis/AP 

There are few one-on-one matchups where Alabama is going to be at a disadvantage in the College Football Playoff championship game 
against Clemson. One of those might be Tigers All-America defensive tackle Christian Wilkins, left, against Alabama left guard Lester Cotton 
Sr., shown blocking for quarterback Tua Tagovailoa. Clemson’s defensive line might be good enough to capitalize on some small vulnerability 
even without suspended 340-pound run stuffer Dexter Lawrence. 

Key matchups for Alabama-Clemson Part IV 


Michael Ainsworth/AP 

Clemson quarterback Trevor Lawrence scrambles out of the pocket 
during the Cotton Bowl against Notre Dame. The challenge against 
the Tide for Lawrence will be as much mental as physical. 


By Stephen Hawkins 

Associated. Press 

FRISCO, Texas — A perfect 
ending for North Dakota State 
coach Chris Klieman and quar¬ 
terback Easton Stick, and yet 
another championship for the 
Bison. 

Stick had three touchdown 
runs and threw for two more 
scores and the Bison beat East¬ 
ern Washington 38-24 on Satur¬ 
day for their record seventh FCS 
title, the fourth in five years with 
Klieman as head coach before he 
takes over at Kansas State. 

“It was a special journey —15- 
0, end it with a national champi¬ 
onship. ... The story’s complete,” 
said Klieman, 69-6 as head coach 
and part of all of those titles, three 
as defensive coordinator. “That’s 
something that movies are made 
out of, dreams are made out of, 
books are written about.” 

North Dakota State (15-0) has 
won all seven FCS titles over the 
past eight seasons. 

Stick, who succeeded Carson 
Wentz as NDSU’s quarterback, 
threw for 198 yards and ran for 
121 in his 49th victory to become 
the winningest FCS quarterback. 
Stick leaves with school records 
for total yards (11,216), passing 
yards (8,693) and 129 total touch¬ 
downs (88 passing, 41 rushing) 
— the last score a title-sealing 
46-yard run with 1:16 left. 

“This place is special,” Stick 
said. “Quarterback’s a unique po¬ 
sition. You’re only as good as play¬ 
ers you’re surrounded with.... I’m 
so thankful for every guy I played 
with because as a freshman you 
come in and you just want to be a 
part of it.” 

As a redshirt freshman three 
years ago, Stick was 8-0 starting 
when Wentz was hurt. That in¬ 
cluded three playoff games before 
Wentz returned for the champi¬ 
onship game only a few months 
before the Philadelphia Eagles 
made him the No. 2 overall pick 
in the 2016 NFL draft. 

Eastern Washington (12-3) got 
to 17-10 with a 2-yard touchdown 
reception on a fake field goal in 
the final minute of the first half. 
Holder and backup quarterback 
Gunner Talkington took the snap 
and was still on his knee when he 
shuffled the ball to a sweeping 
Jayce Gilder, who dived into the 
end zone. 

The second half began with the 
teams combining for three turn¬ 
overs and three long touchdowns 
in less than 4 V 2 minutes. All of the 
scores, including Stick’s TD pass¬ 
es of 23 and 78 yards to Darrius 
Shepherd, came in a span of four 
plays over 68 seconds. 

“A five-minute frenzy,” East¬ 
ern Washington coach Aaron 
Best said. 

“It was so back and forth. It was 
pretty crazy,” said Sam McPher¬ 
son, who had a 75-yard TD run on 
Eastern Washington’s only play 
between Stick’s two TD passes. 
“It was wild for sure. It definitely 
got us up, got us down.” 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif, 
lemson and Alabama are 
playing in the College 
Football Playoff for the 
fourth straight season, 
and the third time for the national 
championship. 

The winner Monday will 
become the first 15-0 FBS 
champion. 

With the help of SEC Network 
analyst Cole Cubelic, a former 
Auburn offensive lineman, a 
breakdown of some of the key 
matchups that could decide Tide- 
Tigers Part IV. 

CLEMSON ON LINE 

There are few one-on-one match¬ 
ups where Alabama is going to be at a 
disadvantage. Clemson’s defensive line 
might be good enough to capitalize on 
some small vulnerability even without 
suspended 340-pound run stuffer Dex¬ 
ter Lawrence. 

Tigers All-America defensive tackle 
Christian Wilkins against Alabama left 
guard Lester Cotton Sr. is a place where 
the Tigers can win one-on-one. 

“Wilkins is a player who has really 
good quickness inside. Could be very 
disruptive against a player who was 
benched in the middle of the season for 
a younger player that came in and sort 
of took his spot and is now suspended 
and not going to play,” Cubelic said. 

Deonte Brown was suspended for an 
undisclosed NCAA violation, Alabama 
coach Nick Saban has said. 

Alabama right tackle Jedrick Wills 
has occasionally had some problems in 
pass protection. The Tide might need to 
provide some help for the sophomore 
to deal with Clemson’s defensive ends, 
whether it’s All-American Clelin Ferrell, 
Cotton Bowl defensive MVP Austin Bry¬ 
ant or freshman Xavier Thomas, who 
looks like Clemson’s next great pass 
rusher. 

Clemson leads the nation with 52 
sacks, led by Ferrell with 11V 2 and Bry¬ 


ant with eight, including two against 
Notre Dame. The Tigers also lead the 
nation in yards per play allowed (4.05). 

Cubelic said he would expect Clem¬ 
son to rely on the defensive line to hold 
its own against the run and commit 
more players to coverage. It sounds 
weird to say of Alabama, but challeng¬ 
ing this Tide team to run the ball is 
probably the way to go. 

“They’re kind of greedy," Cubelic 
said of Alabama’s offense, led by quar¬ 
terback Tua Tagovailoa. “They know 
they’re really good throwing the ball. 
They know they have an elite quarter¬ 
back and elite wide receivers. Why not 
go out there and pitch it around?” 

Tagovailoa, the Heisman runner-up, 
has a 205.19 passer efficiency rating, 
which would break Baker Mayfield’s 
single-season record from last year. 

Senior Albert Fluggins played well 
filling in for Lawrence against Notre 
Dame, but the junior is more likely to be 
missed this week. 

“He’s probably one of the best line¬ 
men in college football, no doubt, in 
terms of his production and his perfor¬ 
mance,” Saban said. “He’s played really 
well against us in the past.” 

Q RATING 

If there was a defensive player with 
a case to the win the Heisman Trophy 
this season, Alabama’s Quinnen Wil¬ 
liams was the guy. He has hardly been 
slowed down and it’s doubtful Clem¬ 
son center Justin Falcinelli, an All-ACC 
player, and guards John Simpson, Gage 
Cervenka and Sean Pollard will be a 
physical match for the future top-five 
NFL draft pick. 

Williams, an All-American and Out- 
land Trophy winner, plays differently 
than the recent dominant Tide nose 
guards such as Terrence Cody and 
Daron Payne. Williams often lines up in 
one gap, and then shoots into another 
gap or works his way from one shoulder 
of a blocker to the other. Clemson uses a 
lot of zone- and gap-blocking schemes, 
where its linemen are assigned to block 
a particular space rather than a man. 

“The scheme is not very friendly 


to handle not only a guy as talented 
as Quinnen Williams, but the way he 
plays,” Cubelic said. 

The 295-pound Williams had 18 
tackles for loss, including eight sacks. 

FLUSTERING THE FRESHMAN 

Clemson freshman quarterback 
Trevor Lawrence has all the physical 
gifts. From that standpoint, he is ready 
for Alabama. The challenge against 
the Tide for Lawrence will be as much 
mental as physical. 

Alabama’s overwhelming talent 
sometimes overshadows just how well- 
coached the players are. The Tide don’t 
make many mistakes and Saban’s de¬ 
fenses throw a lot at quarterbacks. 

“The windows are going to close 
faster,” Cubelic said. “The pressure is 
going to be applied more quickly. The 
decisions are going to have to be made 
faster.” 

Lawrence has completed 65.5 per¬ 
cent of his passes, with 27 touchdown 
passes and only four interceptions. 

An underrated part of Lawrence’s 
game is his mobility, but he hasn’t 
used it much until late in the season. 
He has 86 yards on 10 carries in the 
last three regular-season games. Swin- 
ney said he’d like to see Lawrence take 


off more. 

“Sometimes people will drop and 
play coverage and receivers will have 
to work and work and work to try to get 
open and he’s confident he can rip it 
there,” Swinney said. 

Because Alabama is so good up front 
with Williams, Raekwon Davis and Isa¬ 
iah Buggs (team-high 9.5 sacks), it is 
likely Lawrence will see a lot of seven- 
and eight-man coverage and get some 
opportunities to run. 

“If Alabama is going to give you any¬ 
thing, you damn well better take it,” 
Cubelic said. 

Alabama's excellent pass rush has 
helped bring along a secondary that re¬ 
lies on talented but inexperienced cor¬ 
ners such as freshman Patrick Surtain. 

“I don't know how good the Alabama 
secondary is,” Cubelic said. “And I don’t 
think anybody else really knows.” 

Clemson has a versatile group of 
receivers with Tee Higgins (11 touch¬ 
downs) and Justyn Ross (eight touch¬ 
downs) both checking in at 6-foot-4, 
Amari Rogers (four touchdowns), who 
is built like a running back, and senior 
Hunter Renfrew, who has scored four 
touchdowns in two previous champion¬ 
ship games against Alabama. 
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Finalists loaded with NFL talent at D-line 



Richard Shiro/AP 


Clemson’s Clelin Ferrell, center, rushes into the backfield earlier this season. The Tigers’ defensive line 
came into the season with a ton of hype after Christian Wilkins, Austin Bryant and Ferrell all bypassed 
the chance to go to the NFL after 2017. Ferrell, an explosive pass rusher, has the most NFL upside. 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

Quality defensive linemen are 
just about the toughest find in 
football. 

“Well, I do think that most peo¬ 
ple would agree, whether it’s the 
NFL Draft or trying to find guys 
and recruit guys when they’re 
in high school that have the size 
and athleticism to be effective in 
terms of their power, ability to 
strike, as well as athletic enough 
to pass rush,” Alabama coach 
Nick Saban said. “I think it’s even 
more difficult now with sort of 
the spread because there’s more 
loose plays, plays in space, where 
it requires guys to be able to run 
and play in space.” 

No. 1 Alabama and No. 2 Clem- 
son belie conventional wisdom 
— which helps explain why the 
Crimson Tide and Tigers are 
playing in the College Football 
Playoff for the fourth straight 
season and third time in the na¬ 
tional championship game. 

The 2015 title game between 
the Tide and Tigers featured 
10 defensive linemen who were 
drafted from 2016-18, including 
six from Alabama. Two more 
from Clemson who played in that 
game — defensive tackle Chris¬ 
tian Wilkins and end Austin Bry¬ 
ant — will be picked in April. 

Wilkins and Bryant are part of 
a group of 10 edge rushers and 
interior defensive linemen who 
will be at Levi’s Stadium in Santa 
Clara, Calif., for Monday night’s 
national championship game who 
are likely to be selected in the 
NFL Draft this year. 

“The fact that we could have 
three to four maybe five first- 
round picks off two defensive 
lines, that just doesn’t happen,” 
said Matt Miller, a draft analyst 
for Bleacher Report. “Alabama 
has three starters who are going to 
be top 75 picks. The top-end talent 
for ‘Bama is crazy. Then you have 


Clemson, where all four starters 
and the top reserve are going to be 
drafted. It’s great recruiting. It’s 
great development. They really 
aced it with these groups.” 

Alabama defensive tackle 
Quinnen Williams is a contender 
to be the first overall pick, held by 
the Arizona Cardinals. 

Go beyond the defensive lines 
and more than 20 players from 
Alabama and Clemson could be 
selected in the next draft, depend¬ 
ing on how many juniors declare. 

Miller said for Clemson he has 
first-round grades on Wilkins, 
defensive end Clelin Ferrell, sus¬ 
pended defensive tackle Dexter 
Lawrence and cornerback Tray¬ 
von Mullen. 

On the Alabama side, Williams 
is one of five players with first- 
round grades, along with defen¬ 
sive end Raekwon Davis, offensive 
tackle Jonah Williams, safety De- 
ionte Thompson and linebacker 
Mack Wilson. Tight end Irv Smith 
Jr. is border-line first round. 

Quinnen Williams was a ro¬ 
tational player last season, play¬ 
ing behind first-round draft pick 
Daron Payne. Davis was expected 
to be the star of this season’s Ala¬ 
bama defensive line. Instead, Wil¬ 
liams, a third-year sophomore, has 
put together one of the most domi¬ 
nant performances for a defensive 
lineman in recent memory. 

“A guy who can stop the run, 
who can rush the quarterback. 
He embarrassed Oklahoma’s O- 
line. That’s the best offensive line 
in college football,” said Miller, 
who compared the 295-pound 
Williams to Philadelphia Eagles 
star Fletcher Cox and Chris Jones 
of the Kansas City Chiefs. 

Alabama senior Isaiah Buggs 
has had a breakout senior year 
with 9 Vz sacks and could slide into 
the second round. Anfernee Jen¬ 
nings (6-3 and 266 pounds) and 
Christian Miller (6-4 and 244) are 
listed as linebackers in Alabama’s 
3-4 defense, but are first and fore¬ 


most pass rushers who could be 
second- or third-rounders 

Clemson’s defensive line came 
into the season with a ton of hype 
after Wilkins, Bryant and Ferrell 
all bypassed the chance to go to 
the NFL after 2017. Ferrell, an 
explosive pass rusher, has the 
most NFL upside. 

The 315-pound Wilkins, a four- 
year starter who has played both 
end and tackle, has improved as a 
pass rusher which bodes well for 
him going in the first-round. 

The 340-pound Lawrence was 
suspended by the NCAA for the 
playoff after failing a test for per¬ 
formance-enhancing drugs. The 
junior has said he does not know 
how traces of ostarine showed 
up in a urine sample and denies 
taking anything intentionally. He 
faces a one-year suspension, but 
seemed likely to be an early en¬ 
trant for the draft even before the 
ban. 


The failed drug test could affect 
Lawrence’s draft stock, but his 
combo of size and quickness are 
rare. The only drawback, Miller 
said, is players such as Lawrence 
are becoming part-timers as NFL 
offenses play more like college 
offenses. 

“Not every team is going to 
have a role for him,” Miller said. 

Bryant is a productive play¬ 
er with good size who projects 
as a second- or third-rounder. 
And Albert Huggins, a senior 
who stepped in to start for Law¬ 
rence in the Cotton Bowl, is 
athletic enough to possibly be a 
late-rounder. 

Other Clemson players who 
Miller graded as draftable: Of¬ 
fensive tackle Mitch Hyatt; 
defensive back Mark Fields; line¬ 
backer Kendall Joseph; and re¬ 
ceiver Hunter Renfrow. 

Alabama’s other draftable play¬ 
ers, according to Miller: Running 



Butch Dill/AP 


Alabama defensive lineman 
Quinnen Williams, right, is a 
contender to be the first overall 
NFL Draft pick, held by the 
Arizona Cardinals. 

back Damien Harris, center Ross 
Pierschbacher; guard Lester Cot¬ 
ton; tight end Hale Hentges; run¬ 
ning back Josh Jacobs 


Two: Clemson used Alabama as model, but added Swinney’s warmth 


FROM BACK PAGE 

dedicated to that so we’re going to 
continue to move ahead.” 

No. 1 Alabama (14-0) and No. 2 
Clemson (14-0) will meet Monday 
night at Levi’s Stadium in Santa 
Clara, the fourth straight year the 
Crimson Tide and Tigers have 
played in the playoff and third 
time they will decide the title. 

Turnipseed is a former team¬ 
mate of Swinney’s on Alabama’s 
1992 national championship team 
who was working as an adminis¬ 
trator in Tuscaloosa even before 
Saban took over in 2007. Turnip- 
seed oversaw facilities projects, 
but Saban expanded that role. 

Analytics, recruiting, brand¬ 
ing the program through graphic 
design, Turnipseed’s job was to 
build a structure for Saban’s pro¬ 
cess to thrive. 

After former Alabama ath¬ 
letic director Mai Moore died in 
2013, Swinney and Turnipseed 
reconnected. 


u 


CFP National championship 
No. 2 Clemson vs. No. 1 Alabama 

AFN-Sports 
2 a.m. Tuesday CET 
10 a.m. Tuesday JKT 


“And he really just said come 
make us better,” Turnipseed said. 

Swinney said: “I mean, he’s just 
been one of the best hires that I’ve 
ever made for sure.” 

The first big project at Clemson 
was a massive restructuring of 
the recruiting department, using 
Alabama’s war-room evaluation 
as a blueprint and increasing staff 
from a handful to dozens of evalu¬ 
ators. The difference was Swinney 


wanted to place greater emphasis 
on how players fit Clemson’s cul¬ 
ture, which flows from the head 
coach’s warmer approach and em¬ 
phasis on a family feel. 

Saban might lack Swinney’s per¬ 
sonal touch and easygoing man¬ 
ner, but in his own steely way he is 
very much a players’ coach. When 
talking about his program, Saban 
constantly references the need to 
create value for the players. 

“I think being successful is re¬ 
ally the same formula, whether 
it’s as a football player or being an 
executive at Apple,” Saban said. 
“So we try to teach our players 
that, and hopefully some of the 
experiences that they sort of have 
competitively as football players 
can carry over and help them be 
more successful in life.” 

ESPN announcers Chris Fowl¬ 
er and Kirk Herbstreit, who 
have called all four CFP national 
championship games, get a look 
behind the curtain at Alabama 
and Clemson more than maybe 


any other members of the media. 

“The similarities are an abso¬ 
lute rock-solid top-down commit¬ 
ment from each school,” Fowler 
said. “They pour resources in, 
human resources, financial re¬ 
sources, incredible attention to 
detail. The recruiting machine at 
each school, they know that’s the 
fuel that keeps the engine run¬ 
ning. They’re both great at it in 
different ways, different styles 
perhaps. The way they round up 
talent is what sets them apart.” 

Herbstreit said Saban and 
Swinney have far more differenc¬ 
es than similarities in how they 
set the tone for their programs. 
But the similarities are crucial to 
explaining their success. 

“I think it’s the competitive 
spirit and drive that both these 
guys have,” Herbstreit said. “It’s 
the creativity of trying to change 
things while they have success, 
not allowing complacency to set 
in. I think that’s a big part.” 

At Clemson, Turnipseed has 


overseen the building of Clem¬ 
son’s $55 million Allen N. Reeves 
Football Complex, which opened 
in 2017. The one with a slide, 
which is definitely more Swinney 
than Saban. 

Turnipseed took control of the 
food services to ensure higher 
quality and more involvement 
with Clemson’s nutritionists. To 
emphasize the work former Clem¬ 
son linebacker Jeff Davis has done 
for years mentoring players and 
promoting community service, 
Turnipseed studied what Ala¬ 
bama does, as well as schools such 
as Tennessee and Michigan, and 
created P.A.W. (passionate about 
winning) Journey. 

“This culture that we’re build¬ 
ing at both places, everything 
we’re doing benefits the student- 
athletes,” Turnipseed said. “We 
should be passionate about build¬ 
ing the man before the athlete. 
That’s kind of what Nick does in 
his own and Dabo does in his own 
way.” 
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Gerald Herbert/AP 

Alabama head coach Nick Saban, left, and Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney talk before their 2018 Sugar Bowl semifinal playoff game. Both Saban and Swinney take a 
holistic approach to building teams, believing all aspects of their programs — from social media to food to facilities — need to be the best in order to succeed. 


TWO OF A KIND 


Clemson, Alabama both rely on holistic approach to building champions 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 


A 


SAN JOSE, Calif, 
t Alabama and Clemson, being 
the best at one thing means being 
the best at everything. 

That sounds like coach speak 


or corporate-retreat lingo, but Crimson 
Tide coach Nick Saban and Clemson coach 
Dabo Swinney strive to make it a reality. It 
is the common thread that runs through the 
very different personalities leading college 
football’s most dominant programs. From 
social media to branding to career devel¬ 
opment to training table, every aspect of 


the organization is connected to success on 
the field. 

Thad Turnipseed, Clemson’s director of 
recruiting operations and external affairs, 
has worked with both Saban and Swinney 
to implement their holistic approaches to 
building championship teams. 

“Everything matters in every area of 


your program,” Turnipseed said Satur¬ 
day at media day for the College Football 
Playoff national championship game. 
“That’s hard for a lot of programs to buy 
into. If you’re not willing to be the best at 
every single one of those categories, what¬ 
ever it maybe, Clemson and Alabama are 
SEE TWO ON PAGE 31 
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